Thank you for opportunity to present on our programmes and our recommendations to the Parliamentary Portfolio Committee of Basic Education. 
My submission proposes the inclusion of business and entrepreneurial programmes in the school curriculum to provide a more holistic education experience and to provide for those learners who struggle with the extremely academic nature of the current curriculum. My submission talks to the provision of additional skills over and above and perhaps in some cases in place of the current school curriculum; providing for young people to become economically active and responsible citizens. 
Junior Achievement SA programmes are all focussed on addressing the key issues of financial literacy, workplace readiness and above all, entrepreneurship, incorporating accounting, marketing and business skills. 
It is our considered belief over 30 years of experience, that the school system is failing learners who struggle with the purely academic nature of the current curriculum:
· A curriculum which does not provide for practical skills to foster the deep understanding and management of economics, business, accounting and entrepreneurship. 
· A curriculum which is extremely academic in nature, contributing to the high matric failure rate.

· A curriculum which does not offer learners an alternative to tertiary education and employment, which for many, for various reasons, is simply unattainable in any event.
Junior Achievement SA programmes address the key issues of numeracy, financial literacy and accounting across the school curriculum as well as soft skills such as social responsibility ,ethics and personal responsibility, while instilling a “can do” positive attitude. Participating learners who I have interviewed, when asked what surprised them about the programme, respond “that I could do it” – that it was indeed possible to start and manage a small business with all the responsibilities that are associated with it – a definite shift to a “can do” attitude which spills over into all other aspects of their lives. 
For example:

· Our Be Entrepreneurial Programme builds the knowledge and capacity not only of the individual, but the community at large as learners are required to embark on a project which solves a local social problem while involving others in the community.

· The Exploring Economics Programme provides for the practical application of the theory of micro economics.

· A primary school programme combines financial literacy with economics while learners follow the course of Ronnie Rand through the economic system. 

· The Mini Enterprise Programme requires learners to start and run a real small business, requiring financial management and accounting skills. 

· Programmes assist the learner to identify and develop his/her particular skills, with support and advice from trained facilitators, while in addition assisting the learner to determine the most appropriate career option for him/herself. 

Our impact has already been immense although we are currently reaching less than 1% of learners between the ages of 10 and 18. Our impact is evidenced by:
· A more positive approach and attitude to school work among participants - Mkhuze
· A young man from Mthatha was motivated to study further at a tertiary institution and was granted a loan to do so, all of which he attributes to his participation on the JASA programme
· An alumni of our Mini Enterprise Programme is running an extremely successful panel beating business at OR Tambo airport, the only panel beating business in the world attached to an airport where vehicles can be repaired during “down time” while parked. He is currently expanding the business to the Cape Town and Durban airports. 
· Sthembiso Tshabalala who funded his entire university education through the running of small businesses, through skills he acquired through participation in our programmes
Our methodology, which we understand to be unique in the field of business and financial literacy education for young people in South Africa, has contributed enormously to our success:

· A methodology which adopts the “learning by doing” approach

· Reaching learners as young as 10

· The transfer of a range of skills relevant to many subject areas
· The training of suitable and carefully selected educators in the facilitation of the programme, thus enhancing their own teaching skills which they can transfer into their normal teaching day 
Although our programmes are currently offered as extra mural optional activities, they are an easy fit into the current  curriculum, either as a component of the life skills curriculum or economics and management sciences.
Through participation in our programmes, not only are learners  better equipped to manage the mainstream subjects of economics, maths and accounting but are  better equipped to face their personal economic challenges when they leave school, such as inability to obtain employment or study further. They will be fully equipped to start their own businesses.
In addition the transfer of these business skills combined with that of softer skills such as leadership, team work and ethics embedded in our programmes, contribute to the alleviation of social ills such as criminal activity, drug abuse and teenage pregnancy. 
Programmes have been suitably adapted for both rural and urban application, taking into account the specific challenges facing the rural learner. With programmes running in deep rural areas such as Banksdrift and Qwa Qwa, these programmes emphasise the economic opportunities within the rural environment.
 Learners with special needs have also extremely successfully participated in both the primary and high school programmes.
We are currently in the far stages of discussions with the Gauteng Department of Education relating to the delivery of our programmes to learners in the 276 schools identified as underperforming. It is hoped that programmes for these learners will be launched during the coming school holidays, with the focus on career opportunities for Grades 8 and 9 and business economics and accounting for those in Grades 10 and 11. The impact of these programmes will be closely monitored. 
 JASA programmes not only can address the challenges facing education but also the economic focus areas of the President and of the Minister of Finance of poverty reduction and job creation.

Through the inclusion of entrepreneurial educational programmes in the South African school curriculum, South Africa will join other countries such as China, the USA and the UK in recognising both the need and the impact of such programmes on the lives and futures of our young people. 
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