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VOTE 16: SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Issues for the Committee to consider from the budget analysis

Based on the budget analysis the following issues may be useful for the Committee to consider

when it engages with the Department of Social Development during the Budget hearings:

1. The budget allocation for Youth sub-programme declined significantly by 34 percent in real terms. In the light that youth development forms part of the Government and Department's priorities 1, what are the reasons for the decline of the budget allocation? For instance, the Department in its Strategic Plan aims to reinforce successful youth development programme with an emphasis on the expansion of Masupatsela initiatives and provide social assistance programme for the Youth.

2. HIV and AIDS continue to be Government's and Department's priority. It is the Government's priority to strengthen the roll out of the HIV & AIDS and STI National Strategic Plan 2007 - 2011. Even though the budget allocation for HIV and AIDS subprogramme increased in monetary terms, in real terms it declined by 4.50 percent, indicating that the increase is not inflation related. What are the reasons the decline in the budget allocation and what are the implications of this decrease in the implementation of this sub-programme?

This is important in the light that Department plans to reduce HIV infections through behaviour change and mitigate the impact of HIV and AIDS. In addition, the June 2009 State of the Nation Address, as part of job creation called, for the expansion of Expanded Public Works Programme to create 500 000 jobs opportunities between June and December 2009. In addition, the Minister of Public Works explained that 75000 job will be created in the social sector including jobs in the Home Based Care programmes.

3. Allocation for Substance Abuse and Central Drug Authority sub-programme decreased by 0.64 percent in real terms. How is this decrease going to impact initiatives to combat substance abuse as well as implementing the Prevention of and Treatment for Substance Abuse Act, (No. 70 of 2008)?

Furthermore, there are challenges that the Department needs to address regarding substance abuse problem. There is still a lack of capacity and education in the communities to deal with substance abuse3. There is also a need to strengthen the Central Drug Authority to effectively execute its mandate and influence policy on substance abuse and related issues. Also, with the upcoming World Soccer Cup in 2010, there is a possibility of substance abuse problems increasing, adding to the already existing domestic substance abuse problems.

4. A budget allocation for sub-programmes which provide services for vulnerable groups is very minimal when inflation rate is factored in. This is a very critical decline in the context of the global recession and the impact it has on the poor and/or vulnerable groups. This is also concern as these groups have been prioritised in the Government's Apex priorities for the next five years. Will the Department conduct some work to understand the impact of inflation on the purchasing power of social grants? Further will this be taken into account for possible projections for grant increases for next year?
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