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The RTIA is depicted as an independent adjudicator and an administrative authority for 

implementing AARTO as outlined in the AARTO Act (No. 46 of 1998).  In the AARTO service value 

chain, RTIA's role emerges after a road traffic law infringement has been committed and detected by 

the enforcement authorities.  In essence, the role played by RTIA centers on the need to correct the 

infringing behaviour through institution of remedial measures such as monetary punishment, 

reduction and or total seizure of driving privileges.  Inherently, the action bears economic 

implications on the infringers' socio-economic context whose impact may vary depending on a 

myriad of factors.

True to its status of being the “nurturing arm of the state”,  beyond administration of punitive 

measures for infringement of road traffic laws as a behavioural corrective intervention, RTIA's role 

transcends to being an institution of infringer rehabilitation and motorist awareness programmes.   

Such measures are meant to invoke an increased sense of self-awareness and responsibility 

amongst motorists and other road users in South Africa in a bid to encourage a new ethos on our 

roads.

RTIA's legislative mandate, born with the promulgation of the AARTO Act, or what is also known as 

the Demerit System for Traffic Offences & Road Safety which is aimed at addressing what is deemed 

to be the “lawlessness of South African motorists” through expressly reducing the incidents of road 

traffic law offence.  This comes as a response to statistical indicators which point that 95% of road 

crashes occur after a direct infringement or a road traffic law or regulation by one or two of the 

motorists involved in a crash.  For South Africa, a country tormented by no less than 40 road crash 

deaths and 30 road crash serious injuries daily, a legislative system in the form of the AARTO Act or 

the Demerit System for road traffic offences and road safety presented an appropriate administrative  

intervention to decisively address the growing disregard for road traffic rules and regulations as well 

as the imperturbable demeanour towards human life.

A number of interest groups such as Justice Project South Africa, SAVRALA, SAIA reflect an 

opportunity of support for the roll-out, with emphasis placed on ensuring systemic and operational 

discrepancies.  It is for this reason that the RTIA has been focusing on addressing technical, 

systemic and human resource needs as part of facilitating for the country's readiness to implement 

AARTO through Issuing Authorities.

Illustrative of South Africa's political commitment towards addressing the astonishingly high rate of 

road deaths and injuries, which is estimated at about R40 billion of the country's annual budget and 

R200 billion on the economy; the AARTO Act was promulgated into law in 1998.  It is emulated from 

practises by leading road safety and security countries such as Australia and the United Kingdom 

with the following key objectives: 
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(b) To encourage the payment of penalties imposed for infringements and to allow alleged 

minor infringers to make representations; 

 

(c) To establish a procedure for the effective and expeditious adjudication of infringements; 

 

(d) To alleviate the burden on the courts of trying offenders for infringements; 

 

(e) To penalise drivers and operators who are guilty of infringements or offences through the 

imposition of demerit points leading to the suspension and cancellation of driving licences, 

professional driving permits or operator cards; 

 

(f) To reward law-abiding behaviour by reducing demerit points where they have been 

incurred if infringements or offences are not committed over specified periods; 

 

(g) To establish an agency to support the law enforcement and judicial authorities and to 

undertake the administrative adjudication process; and 

 

(h) Strengthen co-operation between the prosecuting and law enforcement authorities by 

establishing a Board to govern the agency. 

 

Whereas all matters related to traffic violations were previously dealt with under the CPA, the 

establishment of the Agency and the full implementation of the AARTO Act, means that most of 

the traffic violations will be dealt with administratively. This is expected to help free the co urts 

and judicial authorities to deal with more serious criminal matters. 
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