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Reply

(1) The requirements for the granting of a reconnaissance permit are
prescribed by section 75(1) of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources
Development Act, 2002 (MPRDA). Amongst others, the Minister is

required to issue a reconnaissance permit provided:

s the applicant has access to financial resources and has the
technical ability to conduct the proposed reconnaissance
operations,

» the estimated expenditure is compatible with intendad
reconnaissance operations. and

s the reconnaissance will not result in unacceptable poliution.

acologicai degradation or damage (o the environment

In making Its decision to grant the reconnaissance permit o
Patroleum Geo-Services, the Department took into consideration the
afora-mentioned legisiative grovisions and the applicant was found

to have satisfiad such provisions in that

» it proved that it has access te the raquired financia! provisions to
undertake the groposed ssismic surveys and the expenditure
estimation was found o be compatible with the proposed

raconnaigsance goerations and

1 addition the Environmental Management Pian developed by ar

ndependent anvirornmentai consultant concluded that the majority of
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potential environmental impacts associated with the seismic survey
were of very low significance after mitigation.

(2) The department has not commissioned any specific study on the effects
of blasting on non-migratory species, however, before any seismic
surveys are permitted, whether through a Reconnaissance Permit or
an Exploration right. the applicant is required to identify and assess
any potential impacts of the proposed activity on the environment.
The environment in this case includes migratory and non-migratory
whale  species The environméntal impact  assessment
commissioned for PGS’ reconnaissance permit, supported by a
marine fauna! specialist study, which largely covered the Eastern

Cape coastline revealed the following

» The potantial impact of seismic survey noise on both rasident and
migratory cetaceans includes physiological injury. behavioural
avoidance of seismic survey areas, masking of environmental
sounds and communication and indiract impacts due to effects
on pray

» The assessment of each potential impact on non-migratory
species ravealed that the impacts before mitigation range from
medium to very low significance without mitigation and from fow
to wvery low significance with implementation of mitigation

measures

2]

» |n addition, the hearing of tcothed whales, which are largeiy
‘asident whaies s centred at frequencias of between 10 and !
kHz suggesting that these may react o seismic shots at fong
ranges. out that hearing damage from seismic shots

to occur at close range
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PGS's Environmenta! Management Plan is a public document and

can be made available.

(3) The Department does not have any plans to commission any study
related to the subject matter. However, the Department. through the
Petroleum Agency SA, is in the process of collating numerous
studies conducted in other jurisdictions on the effects of sound from
seismic surveys on marine mammals. It is envisaged that the
learnings to be derived from the studies will further provide guidance

on the granting of seismic surveys

(41 The Department is satisfied that the granting of rignts or permits
involving seismic surveys offshore subject to the implementation of
robust mitigation and management measures o protect non-
migratory whale species and other aquatic life ars a reasonable
safeguard mechanism. Furthermore, monitoring measures, which
include, amongst otners the following. are part of the ferms and

conditinns for the grantung of parmits or rights:

» Independent Marine Mammal Obssarvers ara to be cn-board
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throughout the survey to observs
fauna to seismic survays

»  PAM technology to be fittad on vessels to detect animals througn
their wvocalisation.

’ sSngiting gown of Alrguns wnere whaias or any marna falna arg

!
{

osaryad within the mitigation zon= 1 2 500m around the vess2l

Accordingy the Department does nol necassanly nave a compeiing
A ! s
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aason to halt the issuing of exploratory permits unless crediple
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evidence is presented that points to the fact that the current
orescribed mitigation and management measures, together with

monitoring measures are not yielding the desired results.

al Resources

N\
Date Submitted;% O /2018





