
 
 

 

 

   NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 

  

Chairperson:        Committee Secretary:  

Speaker        A Mbanga x 3218 

    DRAFT MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

    Thursday, 19 November 2015, E249 

Present: 

Didiza, A T (House Chairperson) 

Bhengu, F Singh, N  

Khubisa, Prof NM  Sizani, PS (Chief Whip of the Majority Party) 

Hlophe, HO Steenhuisen, JH (Chief Whip of the Opposition) 

Matiase, NS Waters, M 

 

Staff in attendance: 

P Tyawa (Deputy Secretary to Parliament), M Xaso (Secretary to the NA), T Mbata 

(Constitutional and Legal Services) and S Tshabalala (Committees). 

 

1. Opening remarks 

House Chairperson Ms Didiza opened the meeting at 08:33. 

 
2. Apologies 

Apologies were tendered on behalf of B Mbete (Speaker), SL Tsenoli (Deputy 

Speaker), House Chairpersons Mr CT Frolick and Ms MG Boroto, and Ms DE Dlakude 

(Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority Party). 

 

3. Consideration of the agenda 

The agenda was adopted as proposed. 

 

4. Consideration of Minutes of 12 November 2015 

On the proposal of Mr Matiase, seconded by Mr Bhengu, the minutes of 12 November 

were adopted. 

 
5. Matters arising 

There were no matters arising. 
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6.  Report by the Committee Section 

Mr Tshabalala presented a document on Bills and other matters before committees. He 

reported that the Taxation Laws Amendment Bill, Tax Administration Laws Amendment Bill, 

Performing Animals Protection Bill and Expropriation Bill were intended to be finalised by 

the respective committees on 24 November.  

 

He also reported that the Standing Committee on Appropriations had finalised the New 

Development Bank Special Appropriations Bill and Finance Bill.  The Ad Hoc Joint 

Committee on Probing Violence against Foreign Nationals intended to finalise its report on 

Thursday, 19 November. 

 

House Chairperson Ms Didiza enquired whether it was intended that the Bills which would 

be finalised on 24 November should be passed before the end of the fourth term. The 

Chief Whip of the Opposition indicated that it would assist if parties were informed 

timeously should there be a decision to extend the Assembly sittings by another week. 

 

The Chief Whip of the Opposition asked if all the bills that were scheduled for 25 

November would be debated. In response to Ms Hlophe about whether the Portfolio 

Committee on Home Affairs intended to introduce the Immigration Amendment Bill in 

the House, Mr Tshabalala explained that such a bill was still a draft and did not form 

part of the Committee section’s report.  

 

7.   Report by Bills Office 

Ms Mbata presented a report on bills before the National Assembly committees and 

reported that the report of the Portfolio Committee on Cooperative Governance and 

Traditional Affairs on National Council of Provinces (NCOP) amendments to the Disaster 

Management Bill was ready for consideration by the House. She also reported that the 

Higher Education Amendment Bill, a prioritised bill, had been referred to the Portfolio 

Committee on Higher Education and Training. 

 

8. Consideration of draft Parliamentary programme 

House Chairperson Ms Didiza informed the Committee that the Speaker had received 

a request from the Minister of Environmental Affairs to make a statement on the 

Conference of Parties (COP) on climate change on Tuesday, 24 November.  According 

to the request, the statement would enable Government and legislators to share with 

other people South Africa’s position at the forthcoming COP21 Conference.   

 

It was AGREED that the statement would be scheduled for that day and that parties 

would be afforded an opportunity to respond.  
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Mr Bhengu presented the Fourth Term parliamentary programme and indicated that  

members’ statements, Second Reading debate on Performing Animals Protection 

Amendment Bill, consideration of report on the Disaster Management Bill as well as 

committee reports were scheduled for Tuesday, 24 November. 

 

The Medium Term Budget Policy Statement, First and Second reading debates on 

Adjustments Appropriation Bill, Taxation Laws Amendment Bill, Tax Administration Laws 

Amendment Bill, New Development Bank Special Appropriations Bill, Finance Bill and 

consideration of Votes and Schedule on the Adjustments Appropriation Bill were 

scheduled for Wednesday, 25 November.  Farewell speeches were also scheduled for 

that day. 

 

It was AGREED that the sittings on 24 and 25 November would start at 10:00 and that 

there would be no notices of motion and motions without notice on those days. 

Committee meetings and oversight were scheduled for 26 and 27 November. Mr 

Bhengu reminded the Committee that the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) Conference on 

Statelessness was also scheduled for 26 and 27 November in the Old Assembly Chamber. 

 

Mr Xaso reminded the Committee that Rule 253 which provides that a debate on the 

second reading may not commence before at least three working days have elapsed since 

the committee report was tabled, would have to be suspended for legislation to be finalised 

on 24 November and scheduled for debate the following day.  All other bills under further 

business would lapse at the end annual session.  

 

Mr Waters proposed that there should be a full debate on the Performing Animals 

Protection Amendment Bill, instead of parties making declarations. In response to Mr 

Waters’ enquiry about what would happen to other committee reports under Further 

Business, Mr Xaso explained that such committee reports would lapse at the end of the 

annual session, unless the House decided otherwise. 

 

In response to whether it was necessary to consider the Performing Animals Protection 

Amendment Bill during the current term in light of the fact that its Constitutional Court 

deadline had been extended to August 2016, Mr Tshabalala indicated that the NCOP would 

also require some time to process the bill.   

 

It was AGREED that some of the Bills that were finalised and scheduled for Wednesday 

should be rescheduled for Tuesday after the Programming Whip had consulted on all the 

issues raised. 
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The Chief Whip of the Opposition proposed that consideration be given to the 

establishment of an ad hoc committee on the crisis of drought in the country before the 

Assembly adjourned, for the committee to do some work during the recess period.   

 

In response to the Chief Whip of the Opposition regarding the report of the Joint Standing 

Committee on Intelligence on the appointment of the Inspector-General, Mr Xaso indicated 

that the report was still under Further Business and Mr Bhengu added that the 

Programming Whip would be guided by that committee. 

 

With regard to the suspension of Rule 253 on the Finance Bills, Mr Waters indicated that 

his party would discuss the procedural concerns at their caucus that morning and if there 

were serious issues, they would convey them.  

 

9. Announcements 

There were no announcements. 

 
10. Closure 

The meeting adjourned at 09:18. 


