
 

 

 

 

 

 

   NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 

 

Chairperson:        Committee Secretary:  

Speaker        Andrew Mbanga x 3218 

 

    DRAFT MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

    Thursday, 5 September 2013, E249 

 

Present: 

C T Frolick (Chairperson) 

Dlakude, D E  Schneemann, G D                                   

Kalyan, S V                      Sizani, P S (Chief Whip of the Majority Party)                                                                      

Khunou, N P Skosana, M B                                    

Kilian, J D                      Suka, L  

Kubayi, M T Van der Merwe, S C  

 

Staff in attendance: 

 

C Mahlangu (NA Table), N Bell (Constitutional and Legal Services Office), S Tshabalala 

(Committees) and J Manyange (Office of the Leader of Government Business). 

 

1. Opening  

House Chairperson: Mr CT Frolick, opened the meeting at 08:33. 

 

2. Apologies  

Apologies were tendered on behalf of Speaker: Mr M V Sisulu, Deputy Speaker: Ms N 

C Mfeketo, Ms F Hajaig, Messrs A Watson, J H van der Merwe and Dr C P Mulder.    

 

3. Consideration of the agenda  

The agenda was adopted as proposed. 
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4. Consideration of minutes of meeting of 15 August 2013 

The minutes of 15 August were adopted.   

 

5. Matters arising 

With regard to the cut-off time for distribution of the Committee Section’s report, Mr 

Frolick indicated that it would be distributed a day before the Programme Committee 

meeting and that members of the committee would be updated during the meeting on 

subsequent developments. 

 

Ms Kubayi reported that the Office of the Leader of Government Business expected 

Parliament to finalise legislation that met the deadline of 7 June 2013 by the end of 

the annual session and legislation that missed the deadline to be passed before the 

end of the Fourth Parliament. She added that a list of legislation that should be 

prioritised by Parliament would be made available by 18 September. Mr Frolick urged 

that, although committees had the ability to process legislation within the specified 

period, they should ensure that its quality was not compromised.  

 

Mr Skosana added that, notwithstanding NA Rule 29, legislation should be prioritised 

above other business in the House to ensure that when a division was called, the 

House was quorate. 

    

6. Report by the Committee Section  

Mr Tshabalala presented a document containing information on the following issues: 

Bills before NA committees, Bills initiated by committees and other matters before 

committees.    

 

Ms Kubayi said that it was not clear why the Communications Committee intended to 

hold public hearings on the South African Post Office SOC Ltd Amendment Bill and 

South African Postbank Ltd Amendment Bill as they were of a technical nature. She 

proposed that the issue of prioritisation of this legislation be discussed with the 

chairperson so that the committee could review its schedule. She also raised 

concerns on the delays in finalising the Employment Equity Amendment Bill and 

Employment Services Bill.  

 

Ms Kubayi also indicated that the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development 

Amendment Bill, the National Environmental Management Laws Bill and the Water 

Research Amendment Bill dealt with related issues and should therefore be processed 

simultaneously. 
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Mr Tshabalala said that the Committee Section would ensure that those bills were 

processed together to ensure their smooth implementation.  

 

Mrs Kalyan requested that due to the high number of private members’ bills, the name 

of sponsors of these bills should be reflected to enable members to easily keep track 

of them. Ms Kubayi said that usually reports on private members’ bills did not reflect 

the name of the member who sponsored them and urged that the status quo be 

maintained.  

 

On the proposal of the House Chairperson: Mr C T Frolick, it  was agreed that the NA 

Table should provide a report on the matter at the next meeting of the NAPC.   

 

Mrs Kalyan indicated that the Portfolio Committee on Energy had not yet commenced 

with the processing of the Independent System and Market Operator Bill after it was 

recommitted to it and asked why the committee’s scheduled meetings were still 

indicated as provisional. Mr Tshabalala replied that the shaded dates were proposals 

to chairpersons and had not been confirmed by the committee.  

 

In response to Mrs Kalyan’s enquiry about the availability of the African Union Charter 

for African Cultural Renaissance that was reported to have been referred to the 

Portfolio Committee on Arts and Culture on 14 August 2013, Mr Tshabalala replied 

that a follow up on the matter would be made as soon as it was possible.    

 

Mr Frolick announced that the report of the Public Protector on the Chairperson of the 

Independent Electoral Commission had been tabled. The Public Protector first held a 

press conference on the matter; however Parliament had not received the report at 

that time and therefore could not pronounce itself on it. The Speaker was considering 

a proposal to refer the report to an ad hoc committee and a resolution on the 

establishment of the ad hoc committee would be put before the House for decision on 

Wednesday, 11 September. The draft resolution would be sent to all parties not later 

than Monday, 9 September and he urged parties to nominate and submit names of 

their members to serve on the committee as soon as it was possible.  

       

7. Report by Constitutional and Legal Services Office (CLSO)  

 

Mr Bell reported that the Children’s Amendment Bill, a private members’ bill, as well 

as the Merchant Shipping (Oil Pollution) Bill and Merchant Shipping (Civil Liability) Bill 
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were finalised and that six bills were still not classified and had been referred to the 

Joint Tagging Mechanism. 

   

8. Consideration of draft Parliamentary programme  

Mr Schneemann presented the Parliamentary Programme for the Third Term as 

follows: 

 

The Joint Sitting on Heritage Day was scheduled for Tuesday, 10 September and the 

theme of the debate was ‘Reclaiming, restoring and celebrating our living heritage ’.  

Questions to Cluster 2: Social Services were scheduled for Wednesday, 11 

September. 

Members’ statements and Second Reading debates on Shipping (Oil Pollution) Bill 

and Merchant Shipping (Civil Liability) Bill as well as committee reports were 

scheduled for Thursday, 12 September. A list of committee reports to be considered 

that day would be circulated to all parties the following day.  

 

In response to Mr Frolick’s request that a detailed list of committee reports be made 

available to the Committee, Mr Schneemann said that a detailed list would be 

forwarded to all parties the next day. 

 

Mr Schneemann indicated that in terms of the report of the Committee Section, there 

was a possibility that six bills could be passed on 11 and 12 September the following 

week. He proposed that Friday, 13 September be opened for plenary as the House 

would only reconvene on 22 October. Ms Kubayi proposed that a one-day plenary be 

considered in the week of 16 – 20 September instead. It was agreed that a decision 

would be taken once consultation had taken place amongst all programming 

stakeholders and all parties would be informed about the decision. Mr Frolick also 

requested the programming Whips to consider that the period of 8 – 18 October had 

been reserved for committees to process the Budgetary Review and Recommendation 

Reports. 

 

It was agreed that a decision should be communicated to all parties by 12:00 the next 

day on whether Friday, 13 September or another day in the week of 16 September 

would be set aside for plenary. 

 

Mrs Kalyan expressed concern that there were no Questions to the President in the 

Third Term and suggested that the day of 17 October be opened for plenary as it 

could also be used to for Questions to the President. Ms Kubayi replied that she could 
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not confirm the availability of the President on that day; however, the Presidency was 

working on the date for the Fourth Term and would be able to announce it in the next 

meeting.  

 

Mrs Kalyan indicated that, subsequent to a number of postponements, she had been 

given an assurance that the motion on the National Key Points Act would be 

scheduled for Thursday, 12 September. She reminded the Committee that the motion 

was not dependent on the report to be submitted by the Minister of Police and asked 

for an update on the matter. The Chief Whip of the Majority Party replied that the 

Minister of Police had a bereavement at home as his mother passed away and could 

not sign off the report on 13 August as discussed with Mrs Kalyan. Had the motion 

been scheduled, the Minister would also not be available to take part in the debate.  

 

Mrs Kalyan expressed her sympathy to the Minister and requested that the motion be 

still scheduled before the end of the Third Term, especially if an additional plenary did 

take place. The Chief Whip of the Majority Party said he would further consult with the 

Minister and advise Mrs Kalyan on a suitable date.   

 

9. Announcements  

There were no announcements. 

 

10. Closure  

The meeting adjourned at 09:40.  


