
 

 

 

 

 

 

   NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 

 

Chairperson:        Committee Secretary:  

Speaker        Andrew Mbanga x 3218 

 

    DRAFT MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

    Thursday, 12 September 2013, E249 

 

Present: 

N C Mfeketo (Deputy Speaker) 

Dlakude, D E  Kubayi, M T                                                                                                                                                                           

Hajaig, F                      Schneemann, G D                                                                                                                                        

Kalyan, S V                      Skosana, M B                                    

Khunou, N P                     Watson, A (Chief Whip of the Opposition) 

Kilian, J D                       

 

Staff in attendance: 

 

M Xaso (NA Table), N Bell (Constitutional and Legal Services Office), S Tshabalala 

(Committees) and J Manyange (Office of the Leader of Government Business).  

 

1. Opening  

The Deputy Speaker opened the meeting at 08:34. 

 

2. Apologies  

Apologies were tendered on behalf of the Speaker: Mr M V Sisulu, Mr J H van der 

Merwe and Mr P S Sizani.  

 

3. Consideration of the agenda  

The agenda was adopted as proposed. 
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4. Consideration of minutes of meeting of 5 September 2013 

The minutes of 5 September were adopted.   

 

5. Matters arising 

Mr Xaso indicated that the NA Table’s report on Mrs Kalyan’s request that the name of 

the sponsor of a private member’s bill should also be reflected on the Order Paper, 

would be presented at the next meeting of the Committee. 

 

The Chief Whip of the Opposition indicated that the motion of the DA on the National 

Key Points Act had not yet been scheduled since it was moved in February, 

notwithstanding the fact that both the previous and current Chief Whips of the Majority 

Party had undertaken to have it scheduled. He said that this was a matter of grave 

concern to his party, and the delay in scheduling the motion was a deliberate attempt 

to block the debate. While the bereavement of the Minister was acknowledged, the 

availability of a report or the Minister of Police should not be a condition for this 

debate.  

 

Mrs Dlakude replied that as previously indicated by the Chief Whip of the Majority 

Party, the debate would still be scheduled; however the Minister of Police had just 

buried his mother the previous weekend and therefore unavailable to participate in the 

debate. She added that it had been proposed in the previous Chief Whips’ Forum 

meeting that the report should be made available prior to the debate. Therefore, the 

whippery was still committed to fulfilling its promise and would look into a suitable 

date in the next Term.  

 

The Chief Whip of the Opposition said that although he sympathised with the current 

whippery for having inherited the situation, but they were incorrectly advised that the 

report should first be available before the debate could be scheduled. Initially the 

agreement was that the motion be scheduled for debate on 19 June, but the previous 

Chief Whip of the Majority Party had advised that he had learnt that the Minister of 

Police was processing a report on the matter and proposed that the motion be 

scheduled in the third Term.  

 

Mrs Kilian said that although she understood the Minister’s position, political debates 

could not be held in abeyance due to the unavailability of reports, and that a wrong 

practice should not be used as a tool to prevent the scheduling of important debates.  
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Ms Kubayi said that when the Assembly debated the use of the Waterkloof Air Force 

Base by a private family, the government was accused of not making the relevant 

report available prior to the debate and that allegedly weakened the debate. Therefore 

the availability of the report would assist in enhancing the debate. Mrs Dlakude said 

that she had communicated with the Minister’s office and established that the report 

was ready but had not yet been signed by the Minister. It was likely that the Minister 

would participate in the debate. 

 

Mrs Kalyan stated that this debate was urgent and not dependent on the report or the 

availability of the Minister as it was also a ‘party’ motion. The delays in scheduling it 

had caused a lot of frustration and unhappiness and added that she trusted that the 

promises of the ANC whippery would be kept.  

 

It was agreed that the date of the debate on the motion would be further explored in 

the next meeting of the committee. 

   

6. Report by the Committee Section  

Mr Tshabalala presented a document containing information on the following issues: 

Bills before NA committees, Bills initiated by committees and other matters before 

committees.    

 

Mr Schneemann indicated that the report of the Ad Hoc Committee on Appointment of 

the Auditor-General on the nomination of a person for appointment as Auditor-General 

had been considered by the House the previous day, and was no longer before the ad 

hoc committee. He added that the reporting date of 20 September for the Ad Hoc 

Committee to Exercise Co-ordinated Oversight on the Legacy of the Native Land Act 

of 1913 would be extended to 22 October 2013. 

  

On international agreements, Mr Skosana proposed that the scope of the committees’ 

consideration of international agreements should include a review of whether they 

were technical, executive or simply general in nature – a concern that that was raised 

in the Portfolio Committee on International Relations. He said that the public should 

have an input especially on the socio-economic agreements but there was no 

mechanism established for Parliament to consider such inputs.  

 

Ms Kubayi said it was likely that six bills would be finalised in the following week and 

proposed that the respective committees be allowed to meet the following Monday. If 

the legislation was finalised on time, the House would consider it on Thursday, 19 

September and transmit it for concurrence by the NCOP. The Chief Whip of the 
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Opposition added that there were about 10 section 76 bills which the NCOP should 

still consider within a limited time before the end of the year. The Deputy Speaker 

urged that the proposal of passing the legislation on 19 September be seriously 

considered as the failure to do so would put a lot of strain on the NCOP. 

 

Mrs Kalyan asked whether Ms Kubayi would still present a report on prioritised 

legislation as she previously indicated. Mrs Dlakude replied that the Office of the Chief 

Whip of the Majority Party had contacted the Leader of Government Business on the 

matter and it was receiving attention. Ms Kubayi added that in the previous meeting it 

was indicated that a list of legislation to be prioritised could be made available after 18 

September. 

       

7. Report by Constitutional and Legal Services Office (CLSO)   

 

Mr Bell presented a report on Bills before Parliament and indicated that the Bills Office 

was ready to process prioritised legislation and to provide translations of those bills as 

required. 

   

8. Consideration of draft Parliamentary programme  

Mr Schneemann presented the Parliamentary Programme for the Third Term as 

follows: 

 

The Joint Political Task Team and Joint Chief Whips Forum would consider the Public 

Participation Model on Tuesday, 17 September. The SADC-PF Workshop was 

scheduled for 17 – 18 September, and the PGIR meeting for 18 September.  

 

The Chief Whip of the Opposition indicated that as there was a plenary scheduled for 

19 September, the motion on the National Key Points Act should also be provisionally 

scheduled for that day, subject to the availability of the Minister of Police. Mrs Dlakude 

reminded the committee that it had been agreed that the date of the motion would be 

explored at the next meeting.  

 

With regards to the plenary of 19 September, Mrs Kalyan said that at the meeting of 

the Chief Whips’ Forum the previous day, it was indicated that abou t seven 

committees would be on oversight visits that week and therefore members of those 

committees would not be available to attend the plenary that day. Mr Schneemann 

replied that Mr Frolick had been consulted on the matter and that failure not to have 

the sitting could result in urgent matters not being processed by the House. Ms Kubayi 

confirmed that Cabinet would meet in Cape Town to make it possible for Ministers to 
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attend the sitting. The Deputy Speaker urged the whippery to ensure that the majority 

of members attended sittings, especially on 19 September.  

 

Mr Schneemann also presented the Parliamentary Programme for the Fourth Term as 

follows: 

 

Committees were scheduled for the period of 8 – 18 October to process the Budgetary 

Review and Recommendation Reports and on 23 October the Minister of Finance 

would table the Medium Term Budget Policy Statement. Plenaries were scheduled in 

the week of 28 October – 1 November and the Questions to the Deputy President 

provisionally scheduled for 30 October were postponed as he would be out of the 

country that day.   

 

Questions to the President were scheduled for 6 November and Friday, 8 November 

was reserved for constituency work in order for members to conduct voter registration 

programmes on 9 – 10 November.  

   

Mr Schneemann also indicated that the week of 29 – 31 October could be set aside 

for members’ training. Mr Skosana added that the proposed training emanated from a 

request from the Minister in the Presidency: Performance Monitoring and Evaluation. 

The request was that about 20 members, mainly chairpersons, be available to attend 

the training on monitoring and evaluation. However, the Chief Whips’ Forum had 

recommended that the training should be a pilot programme for all members.  

 

Mrs Hajaig indicated that the IPU meeting scheduled for 5 – 10 October should also 

be reflected on the programme. Ms Kubayi indicated that the list of priority legislation, 

when available, would be sent to the Speaker’s Office for circulation.  

 

Mr Xaso advised that the next meeting of the Programme Committee would be on 17 

October. 

 

9. Announcements  

There were no announcements. 

 

10. Closure  

The meeting adjourned at 09:27.  

 


