
 
   

 
 
   NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 
  

Chairperson:        Committee Secretary:  

Speaker        A Mbanga x 3218 

 

    DRAFT MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS  
    Thursday, 5 March 2015, E249 

Present: 

B Mbete (Speaker) 

Bhengu, F   Koornhof, Dr G W (Parliamentary Counsellor to   

  the Deputy President) 

Boroto, M G (House Chairperson)   Mpontshane, A M  

Didiza, A T (House Chairperson)   Sizani, P S (Chief Whip of the Majority Party) 

Dlakude, D E (Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority 

Party) 

  Steenhuisen, J H (Chief Whip of the 

  Opposition) 

Frolick, C T (House Chairperson)   Waters, M 

 

Khubisa, Prof N M  

 

Staff in attendance: 

M Xaso (NA Table), T Mbata (Constitutional and Legal Services Office) and S Tshabalala 

(Committees). 

 

1. Opening  
The Speaker opened the meeting at 08:37. 

 
2. Apologies  

Apologies were received from Mr S L Tsenoli (Deputy Speaker), Mr N Singh and Dr C 

P Mulder.   

 
3. Consideration of the agenda  

The proposed agenda for the Programme Committee was adopted. 
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4. Consideration of Minutes of 26 February 2015 
On the proposal of Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority Party, seconded by Mr Bhengu, 

the minutes of 26 February were adopted. 

 
5. Matters arising 

Mr Waters indicated that parties had received dates for oral question sessions to the 

President for 2015, and the fact that this happened before the adoption of the Framework 

by Parliament was appreciated. He asked whether additional sessions would be set to 

accommodate the outstanding question sessions of 2014. The Speaker replied that she 

had previously informed the Committee that there were ongoing discussions about the 

matter and once a decision had been made, parties would be informed accordingly. 

 
6.  Report by the Committee Section 

Mr Tshabalala presented a document on Bills and other matters before committees 

and reported that the Portfolio Committee on Justice and Correctional Services had 

finalised the interim report on Criminal Law (Sexual Offences and Related Matters) 

Amendment Act Bill. The report requests the extension of the deadline by which 

Parliament should pass the Bill to August instead of April 2015. The Committee also 

finalised the Draft Notices and schedules determining the rate at which salaries, 

allowances and benefits are payable to magistrates, Constitutional Court judges and 

judges annually.   

 
With regard to the Medical Innovation Bill, Mr Tshabalala reported that the Portfolio 

Committee on Health had planned to schedule a meeting with the Minister of Health 

for 11 March.   

 
7.   Report by Bills Office  

Ms Mbata presented a report on bills before the National Assembly committees and 

reported that the Auditing Profession Amendment Bill had been finalised. The Plant 

Improvement Bill and Performing Animals Protection Amendment Bill had recently been 

introduced. 

 
The Speaker informed the Committee that she was considering a request from the 

Leader of the Opposition for the Assembly to schedule a motion of no confidence in 

the President. In terms of NA Rule 102A, the motion should first be vetted and 

thereafter the Speaker should consult the Leader of Government Business and the 

Chief Whip of the Majority Party before scheduling it. The motion would be published 

on the next Order Paper under Further Business. The Speaker added that she was 

also considering a request for a snap debate on the distribution of classified 
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intelligence documents. As this was a sensitive matter, it required thorough 

consideration.  

 
 

8. Consideration of draft Parliamentary programme  

Mr Bhengu presented the First Term programme and highlighted the following: 

 
The reports of the Portfolio Committee on Justice and Correctional Services on Draft 

notices and schedules determining the rate at which salaries, allowances and benefits 

are payable to Constitutional Court judges, judges and magistrates annually; and on 

Criminal Law (Sexual Offences and Related Matters) Amendment Act Amendment Bill 

were scheduled for consideration that afternoon.  

 
Members’ statements, consideration of Fiscal Framework and Revenue Proposals and 

a member’s motion were scheduled for Tuesday, 10 March and Questions to the 

President were scheduled for Wednesday, 11 March. The Division of Revenue Bill, 

Auditing Profession Amendment Bill and committee reports were scheduled for 

Thursday, 12 March. 

 
Mr Bhengu also indicated that consultations were taking place on the scheduling of the 

Joint Programme Committee for Thursday, 12 March and that the draft parliamentary 

programme framework for the second, third and fourth terms would be considered at that 

meeting. 

 
In response to Mr Waters’s enquiry as to when the nuclear treaty with Russia would be 

considered by Parliament, the House Chairperson, Mr Frolick, explained that international 

agreements would usually be processed by committees before being considered by the 

House and at that point it was not clear when the matter would be tabled.   

 
Mr Waters urged the Committee to schedule debates on other international matters such as 

the “scarcity of water” in view of the forthcoming National Water Week. Mr Bhengu replied 

that these issues could be considered by the Chief Whips’ Forum. 

   
9. Announcements 

There were no announcements. 
 

10.  Closure  
The meeting adjourned at 08:48. 

 
 

 


