
 

 

 

 

 

   NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 

 

Chairperson:        Committee Secretary:  

Speaker        Andrew Mbanga x 3218 

 

    DRAFT MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

    Thursday, 31 October 2013, E249 

Present: 

M V Sisulu (Speaker) 

Dlakude, D E Mfeketo, N C (Deputy Speaker)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Hajaig, F   Schneemann, G D                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Kalyan, S V                                         Sizani, P S  

Kilian, J D                                                                                                                                                                                                Van der Merwe, J H  

Kubayi, M T                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                Watson, A 

 

Staff in attendance: 

 

M Xaso (NA Table), N Bell, C van der Merwe (Constitutional and Legal Services Office), S 

Tshabalala (Committees) and J Manyange (Office of the Leader of Government Business).  

 

1. Opening  

The Speaker opened the meeting at 08:36. 

 

2. Apologies  

Apologies were tendered on behalf of Messrs C T Frolick, M B Skosana and Dr C P 

Mulder.  

 

3. Consideration of the agenda  

The agenda was adopted as proposed. 

 

4. Consideration of minutes of meeting of 24 October 2013 

On the proposal of Mrs Kilian, seconded by Mrs Kalyan, the minutes of 24 October 

were adopted.   
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5. Matters arising 

In response to Mrs Kilian’s enquiry whether there was an update on the status of the 

Independent Systems and Market Operator Bill, which was referred back to the 

Portfolio Committee on Energy, the Speaker indicated that Mr Frolick would be best 

placed feedback on the matter. 

  

6. Report by the Committee Section  

Mr Tshabalala presented a document containing information on the following issues: 

Bills before NA committees, Bills initiated by committees and other matters before 

committees.    

 

Mr Schneemann indicated that the Portfolio Committee on Communications had 

finalised the South African Post Office SOC Ltd Amendment Bill, but could not publish 

its report as the Bill had not yet been tagged. He reminded the Committee that 

Parliament should pass the Bill before the expiry of the deadline set by the court. The 

Speaker indicated that the matter of tagging of the Bill was still being attended to by 

outside legal advisers and, once finalised, Parliament would be informed accordingly.  

 

Mrs Kilian added that the Committee Section report also indicated that certain Bills 

before the Committee on Finance had also not yet been classified. Ms Van der Merwe 

replied that there was no delay in classifying the bills and the legal services unit had 

already made recommendations to the Joint Tagging Mechanism for decision. She 

added that the problem with the Customs and Excise Amendment Bill, Customs 

Control Bill and Customs Duty Bill was that they were quite long and based on the 

briefings already done, it was likely that those Bills would be classified differently. 

 

In response to Mrs Kilian’s question about why the Portfolio Committee on Police had 

intended to change the Private Security Industry Regulation Amendment Bill to a 

committee Bill, Ms Van der Merwe responded that the committee was advised that it 

should use NA Rule 249(4) to seek the permission of the House to inquire into 

amending other provisions of the principal legislation.  

 

7. Report by Constitutional and Legal Services Office (CLSO)  

 

Mr Bell presented a report on Bills before Parliament and indicated that  the Division of 

Revenue Amendment Bill and Adjustments Appropriation Bill would be referred to the 

Standing Committee on Appropriations once the Revised Fiscal Framework was 

approved that afternoon.  
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Mr Bell also advised that the Labour Relations Amendment Bill, Mental Health Care 

Amendment Bill, Broad-Based Black Economic Empowerment Amendment Bill and 

Tourism Bill were likely to be returned to the National Assembly due to proposed 

amendments from the National Council of Provinces. 

   

8. Consideration of draft Parliamentary programme  

Mr Schneemann presented the draft Parliamentary Programme for the Fourth Term as 

follows: 

 

In addition to members’ statements and committee reports, the following bills were 

scheduled for Second Reading debates on Tuesday, 5 November. 

 Division of Revenue Amendment Bill 

 National Environmental Management: Integrated Coastal Management 

Amendment Bill 

 South African Weather Service Amendment Bill 

 National Environmental Management: Air Quality Amendment Bill  

 National Environmental Management: Protected Areas Amendment Bill  

 Marine Living Resources Amendment Bill 

 Legal Practice Bill; and 

 Legal Metrology Bill. 

  

The Water and Environmental Affairs bills would be debated together and parties 

would be informed of the global time allocation in due course. 

 

Questions to the President were scheduled for Wednesday, 6 November and a 

resolution to the effect that there would be no motions that day would be considered 

by the House beforehand. 

 

The debates on the Medium Term Budget Policy Statement and Adjustments 

Appropriation Bill as well as consideration of Votes and the Schedule were scheduled 

for 7 November and on Friday, 8 November the motion on the National Key Points Act 

would be the only item on the agenda. 

 

It was agreed that on Tuesday, 12 November the plenary would start at 10:00 and the 

following bills were provisionally scheduled for Second Reading debates: 

 Electronic Communications Amendment Bill  

 Legal Practice Bill 
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 South African Human Rights Commission Bill 

 Judicial Matters Amendment Bill 

 Determination of Remuneration of Members of Constitutional Institutions Laws 

Amendment Bill; and 

 Private Security Industry Regulation Amendment Bill.   

 

Committee reports and farewell speeches were also scheduled for 12 November. 

There would be no members’ statements on that day. Committee meetings were 

scheduled for 13 – 15 November, but there was a possibility that an additional sitting 

day may be required to process urgent business and other matters. 

 

Mr Schneemann also announced that the Task Team on Time Allocation presented 

proposals to the Chief Whips’ Forum on time allocations for the Votes and Schedule 

on the Adjustments Appropriations Bill and the debate on the state-of-the-nation 

address in 2014. It was agreed that the global time allocation applied in 2012 for the 

consideration of Votes and Schedule would be used on 7 November and the time 

allocated for the debate on the state-of-the-nation address in 2013, would be used in 

2014. 

 

Ms Kubayi expressed a concern on the possibility of an unconfirmed additional 

plenary. She said that that would pose a challenge to the Cabinet as it needed to plan 

in advance and Ministers may not be available at short notice. She indicated that the 

Draft Notice on the President’s Salary should be considered by the House on 12 

November. The Chief Whip of the Opposition and the Chief Whip of the Majority Party 

concurred with Ms Kubayi on the need for certainty regarding sittings as last minute 

arrangements were not ideal, adding that the sitting of 12 November was scheduled 

for the whole day specifically to cater for urgent business. The Deputy Speaker 

pointed out that the NA Chamber should also be handed over in time to the service 

providers for refurbishments. The Committee agreed that no further sittings would be 

scheduled beyond 12 November.  

 

9. Closure  

The meeting adjourned at 09:40. 


