
 

 

 

 

 

   NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 

  

Chairperson:        Committee Secretary:  

Speaker        Andrew Mbanga x 3218 

 

    DRAFT MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

    Thursday, 28 August 2014, E249 

Present: 

B Mbete (Speaker) 

Bhengu, F  Koornhof, Dr G W 

Boroto, M G   Singh, N 

Didiza, A T  Steenhuisen, J H (Chief Whip of the Opposition) 

Dlakude, D E (Deputy Chief Whip of the 

Majority Party) 

Tsenoli, L S (Deputy Speaker)  

Gardee, G A Waters, M 

Khubisa, Prof N M  

 

Staff in attendance: 

 

M Xaso and C Mahlangu (NA Table), T Mbata (Constitutional and Legal Services Office) and 

S Tshabalala (Committees). 

 

1. Opening  

The Speaker opened the meeting at 08:34. 

 

2. Apologies  

Apologies were tendered on behalf of Messrs P S Sizani (Chief Whip of the Majority 

Party), C T Frolick and Dr C P Mulder.  

 

3. Consideration of the agenda  

The agenda was adopted as proposed. 
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4. Consideration of Minutes of 21 August 2014 

House Chairperson: Ms M G Boroto indicated that on page 3 of the minutes, it should 

be recorded that she reported on the cancellation of the Joint Rules Committee 

meeting and not the Quarterly Consultative Forum.  

 

On the recommendation of Mr Singh, seconded by Mr Waters, the minutes of 21 

August were adopted subject to the corrections. 

 

5. Matters arising 

Mr Waters enquired whether there was certainty on the processing of the Medical 

Innovation Bill. Mr Mahlangu explained that the bill had since lapsed as Dr M G Oriani-

Ambrosini, the sponsor of the Bill, was no longer a member and that there was an 

indication that the Bill would be reintroduced by another member of the IFP. Such a 

member could request the House to waive the prepublication processes stipulated in NA 

Rule 237 and 241. If the Assembly agreed to the proposal, the Portfolio Committee on 

Health would resume the proceedings on the Bill from the last stage it reached when it 

lapsed.  Alternatively, the committee could approach the House and request that the Bill be 

introduced as a Committee Bill. 

 

The Speaker advised that the members of the committee should be briefed fully on the 

contents of the bill so that all, including new members, are familiar with its contents.  Mr 

Singh informed the meeting that his party would reintroduce the Bill in another member’s 

name and added that the member would bear the responsibility of briefing the committee.    

. 

6.  Report by the Committee Section 

Mr Tshabalala presented a document on Bills before NA committees and other 

matters before committees.  

 

He reported that the Portfolio Committee on Health provisionally intended to finalise the 

Medicines and Related Substances Amendment Bill on 19 November and the Portfolio 

Committee on Human Settlements had yet to schedule the Rental Housing Amendment 

Bill, revived on 26 August. 

 

Mr Tshabalala further reported that the Ad Hoc Committee Regarding the Security 

Upgrades at the Nkandla Private Residence of the President had scheduled its first meeting 

for 29 August to elect the Chairperson. The order of the Constitutional Court and Judgment 

and Recommendation of the Electoral Court had been referred to the Portfolio Committee 

on Home Affairs for consideration in terms of section 194 of the Constitution. 
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The international agreements on Annexure E to the SACU Agreement on Mutual 

Administrative Assistance and Nairobi International Convention on the removal of Wrecks, 

2007 had been tabled by the Minister of Finance and of Transport, respectively. 

 

In response to Mr Singh’s question about the origin of the date on which the Ad Hoc 

Committee Regarding the Security Upgrades at the Nkandla Private Residence of the 

President would report, the Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority Party indicated that the 

reporting date of 24 October was by a House resolution.  

 

7.   Report by Bills Office  

Ms Mbata reported that the Rental Housing Amendment Bill, which lapsed at the end 

of the Fourth Parliament, had recently been revived by resolution of the Assembly and 

referred to the Portfolio Committee on Human Settlements. 

 

8. Consideration of draft Parliamentary programme  

Mr Bhengu presented the draft Parliamentary Programme for the Second Term as 

follows: 

  

 Week of 1 – 5 September 

 The members’ statements, consideration of National Environmental Management:  

Integrated Coastal Management Amendment Bill, an ANC member’s motion on the 

Rhino poaching and its impact on our heritage and consideration of requests of 

Adoption of an autonomous Recommendation on the Social Protection Floor by the 

International Labour Organisation and Instrument for the Amendment of the 

Constitution of the International Labour Organization (ILO) 1986  were scheduled for 2 

September.  

 

Mr Xaso advised the Committee that the Minister of Finance had sent a letter to the 

Speaker, requesting to make a statement in the House that afternoon on retirement 

fund rumours. However, as Thursday’s sitting had been cancelled it was agreed that 

the statement would be scheduled for Tuesday, 2 September.  Mr Xaso indicated that 

a decision on time allocation for party responses could be done by way of a House 

resolution as was the case in the Fourth Parliament.  

 

Questions for Oral Reply to Cluster 2: Social Services were scheduled for 3 

September. Mr Bhengu advised that House Chairperson: Mr C T Frolick had 

requested that members’ training on Budgetary Review and Recommendations 

Reports be scheduled in the mornings of 2 and 3 September and on 4 September in 

the afternoon.  
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Slots for members’ motions were also created for the Tuesdays of 9 and 16 

September and Questions for Oral Reply were scheduled for the Wednesdays of 10 

and 17 September. The week of 22 – 29 September had been rescheduled for 

Committees and Oversight, instead of Constituency Period only and a Joint Sitting on 

Heritage Day was provisionally scheduled for 18 September. 

 

In response to Mr Gardee’s question, Mr Xaso explained that the Portfolio Committee 

on Home Affairs would determine its programme when it considers the order of the 

Constitutional Court and Judgment and Recommendation of the Electoral Court.  

 

Mr Waters raised a concern about the lack of attendance of Ministers during 

Questions for Oral Reply to Cluster 1: Peace and Security the day before. He said that 

only two Ministers were present in the House and suggested that this matter be raised 

with the Executive so that the Ministers could plan their diaries accordingly. The 

Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority Party indicated that it could not always be expected 

that all the Ministers would be present in the House as they have other engagements 

and it was in terms of the NA Rules that if Ministers were not available, Deputy 

Ministers would respond to Questions.  

 

Regarding the cancellation of plenary on Thursday, 28 August, Mr Waters asked that 

parties should be consulted before such decisions are taken. The Speaker added that 

she was concerned about last minute cancellations of sittings and that gave an 

impression that not enough consideration was given to the matter. The Deputy Chief 

Whip of the Majority Party apologised for the late notification and said that all parties 

would be consulted in future before such a decision was taken. 

 

Mr Waters indicated that he would submit a proposed topic for the Joint Sitting on 

Heritage Day before the end of that day and suggested that the times of the sitting 

should be shortened to less than three hours. The Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority 

Party replied that consultations on the proposed Joint Sitting of 18 September were 

still taking place. 

  

Scheduling of Members’ motion 

Mr Gardee expressed concern that the motion of the EFF was no longer reflected for 

Tuesday, 2 September as was indicated in the previous programmes. He said that a 

legitimate expectation had been created and his party had made extensive 

arrangements, put infrastructure in place for the debate and the removal of the motion 



 5 

had far-reaching implications. He appealed to the NAPC to reschedule the motion for 

that day.  

 

House Chairperson: Ms Didiza said that there was a legitimate error on the 

programme in terms of the sequence of parties and that the matter would be further 

consulted on. She added that the principle of rotation had been agreed to and 

therefore that other parties would provide alternatives to the six ANC slots. The 

Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority Party explained that the Chief Whip of the Majority 

Party had reminded members of the Chief Whips’ Forum that the ANC had six 

opportunities and the matter was brought to the NAPC as parties felt that it could 

provide suitable alternatives. On the proposal of Mr Waters, supported by the Deputy 

Chief Whip of the Majority Party, it was agreed that Thursday, 4 September, would 

remain a sitting day and the EFF’s motion would be scheduled for that day .   

 

Mr Waters and Prof Khubisa suggested that Questions to the President should also be 

considered since the President did not finish his Questions on 21 August. Mr Gardee 

pointed out that the removal of the EFF’s motion on 2 September created an 

impression that his party was being victimised and for the sake of cooperation 

amongst parties he asked that the Speaker give a ruling on the matter. The Deputy 

Chief Whip of the Majority Party said all parties were committed to a consensus-

seeking approach based on multi-party democracy and were open to suggestions. In 

response, the Speaker said she would further consult on the matter of the EFF motion 

after the meeting.   

 

9. Announcements 

The Speaker announced that she had written to some members of the EFF regarding 

their possible suspension in terms of item 10 of the Schedule to the NA Rules due to 

their conduct in the House on Thursday, 21 August. She indicated her intention to 

report to the House on this matter the following Tuesday, 2 September. 

 

10.  Closure  

The meeting adjourned at 09:25. 


