
 

 

 

 

 

   NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 

  

Chairperson:        Committee Secretary:  

Speaker        A Mbanga x 3218 

 

    DRAFT MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

    Thursday, 23 October 2014, E249 

Present: 

S L Tsenoli (Deputy Speaker) 

Bhengu, F   Koornhof, Dr G W (Parliamentary 

  Counsellor to the Deputy President) 

Dlakude, D E (Deputy Chief Whip of the 

Majority Party) 

  Steenhuisen, J H (Chief Whip of the  

  Opposition) 

Didiza, A T (House Chairperson)   Waters, M  

Frolick, C T (House Chairperson)  

 

Staff in attendance: 

 

M Xaso (NA Table), N Bell (Constitutional and Legal Services Office) and S Tshabalala 

(Committees). 

 

1. Opening  

The Deputy Speaker opened the meeting at 08:33. 

 

2. Apologies  

Apologies were tendered on behalf of Ms B Mbete (Speaker), House Chairperson Ms 

M G Boroto, Messrs P S Sizani (Chief Whip of the Majority Party), N Singh and Dr C P 

Mulder.   

 

3. Consideration of the agenda  

The agenda was adopted as proposed. 
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4. Consideration of Minutes of 16 October 2014 

On the proposal of the Deputy Chief of the Majority Party, seconded by Mr Bhengu, 

the minutes of 16 October were adopted. 

 

5. Matters arising 

The Chief Whip of the Opposition asked when Questions to the President would be 

scheduled for this term and whether there would be provision for the President to finalise 

the remainder of the question session that was adjourned on 21 August.  He added that 

during that sitting, the Speaker had announced that there would be another opportunity for 

the President to finalise the remaining questions. Mr Waters also asked whether the option 

of an additional 30 minutes would be considered for the President to answer the 

outstanding questions once the date had been determined. 

 

With regard to the scheduling of meetings during caucus slots, House Chairperson Mr 

Frolick indicated that committees were not allowed to meet during that period and the issue 

of alternate members that was raised previously would have to be considered at another 

forum. He added that he had briefly discussed the issue with the Chief Whip of the 

Opposition.  

 

6.  Report by the Committee Section 

Mr Tshabalala presented a document on Bills before NA committees and other 

matters before committees.  

 

Mr Tshabalala reported that the Standing Committee on Finance had began processing the 

Rates and Monetary Amounts Amendment Bill, Taxation Laws Amendment Bill and Tax 

Administration Laws Amendment Bill and intended to finalised these on 5 November.  The 

Portfolio Committee on Justice and Correctional Services intended to finalise the Attorneys 

Amendment Bill on 28 October.   

 

The Ad Hoc Committee Regarding the Security Upgrades at the Nkandla Private 

Residence of the President’s request for an extension of the deadline of 24 October 2014 

would be considered by the House that afternoon. 

 

 

7.   Report by Bills Office  

Mr Bell reported that the Adjustments Appropriation Bill and the Division of Revenue 

Amendment Bill had been introduced by the Minister of Finance and were referred to 

the Standing Committee on Appropriations. The Rates and Monetary Amounts 
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Amendment Bill, Taxation Laws Amendment Bill and Tax Administration Laws 

Amendment Bill had also been introduced and referred to the Standing Committee on 

Finance. 

 

8. Consideration of draft Parliamentary programme  

Mr Bhengu presented the draft Parliamentary Programme for the Third Term as 

follows: 

  

Week of 27 – 31 October   

Members’ statements, the Rental Housing Amendment Bill, the report on Defence 

Amendment Bill and a member’s motion were scheduled for 28 October. Questions for 

Oral Reply to Cluster 5: Economics were scheduled for 29 October. Members’ 

statements, Second Reading debates on Legal Aid Bill, Attorneys Amendment Bill and 

the Development Bank of Southern Africa Amendment Bill were scheduled for 30 

October. The Joint Sitting on African Union’s Agenda 2063 was scheduled for Friday, 

31 October, at 09:00.  

 

Mr Waters informed the meeting that he had been advised by the Questions Office 

that the Minister and Deputy Minister of Trade and Industry would again not be 

available to answer questions on 30 October. He added that although they became 

aware of the scheduling a while ago and were obliged to honour the questions 

session, failure to do so would be unacceptable. He suggested that if the Minister 

would not be available to answer questions, he should be accommodated in the next 

session of Questions for Oral Reply in terms of Rule 109(3). Mr Xaso indicated that 

the Rule also provides for another Cabinet Member or Deputy Minister for that 

portfolio to answer questions if the Minister to whom a question is posed is absent.  

 

The Chief Whip of the Opposition requested that the Minister of Trade and Industry 

should be accommodated in the next questions session as it was difficult for other 

Ministers to answer supplementary questions on behalf of others. The Deputy Chief 

Whip of the Majority Party said that she was unaware that the Minister of Trade and 

Industry would not be available and the matter was not discussed at the Chief Whips’ 

Forum the previous day.  

 

House Chairperson Ms Didiza added that although members of the Executive were 

required to honour parliamentary obligations in terms of the rules, there would be 

instances when it would not be possible for them to honour their commitments due to 

unforeseen circumstances. House Chairperson Mr Frolick clarified that the cluster in 

which Trade and Industry falls had not yet been scheduled to answer questions in the 
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fifth Parliament and therefore the allegations that the Minister of Trade and Industry 

was not available again are not true. 

 

The Chief Whip of the Opposition asked what the appropriate forum was, responsible 

for the scheduling of motions moved by members in the House. Mr Xaso advised that 

the programming of motions would usually be discussed at the Chief Whips’ Forum 

meeting and thereafter presented to the Programme Committee for scheduling. 

 

9. Announcements 

Mr Xaso indicated that the Joint Programme Committee was scheduled to meet in the 

following week on Thursday, 30 October at 09:00, immediately after the Programme 

Committee. Alternatively, the Joint Programme Committee could meet at 08:30 as 

caucuses were also scheduled for that day. 

 

On behalf of the DA, the Chief Whip of the Opposition expressed his gratitude for the 

scheduling of the motion of tributes to Mr Watson that afternoon and for the 

condolences and messages conveyed by other parties after the news of his passing.     

 

10.  Closure  

The meeting adjourned at 08:56. 


