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1. Opening  

The Deputy Speaker opened the meeting at 08:34. 

 

2. Apologies  

Apologies were tendered on behalf of the Speaker, Ms B Mbete and Dr C P Mulder.  

 

3. Consideration of the agenda  

The agenda was adopted as proposed. 

 

4. Consideration of Minutes of 12 June 2014 

 On page 1, the Deputy Speaker requested that his initials be corrected to ‘S L 

 Tsenoli’ and not ‘L S’.  
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On the proposal of Ms Dlakude, seconded by Mr Singh, the minutes were adopted. 

 

5. Matters arising 

 Mr Xaso presented a report on revival of private members’ bills and other legislation  

           as follows:  

  

In terms of the Rules, all bills before the House and its committees lapse at the 

end of the term of a Parliament. In the case of the Fourth Parliament, all bills 

lapsed on Tuesday, 6 May 2014. It has become practice for the Assembly of a new 

Parliament to agree, by resolution, to resume proceedings on bills that had lapsed. 

 

The stage from which the proceedings on a bill will be resumed is also discussed and 

agreed to and usually it is done from the stage it had reached in the previous 

Parliament, but there have been cases where the proceedings were resumed from a 

different stage. 

 

In terms of Rule 299, a member of the Executive or a private member is in charge of the 

bill until the Second Reading of the bill is decided. If consideration is being given to 

resuming proceedings on a bill that had lapsed in a previous Parliament, the person in 

charge of the bill should be consulted to determine whether he or she wishes to 

continue with the bill. 

 

If the member in charge of a private member’s bill is no longer a member of the House, 

the bill could be reintroduced by another member and would therefore be processed 

from the beginning. With regard to government bills, the Minister of the relevant portfolio 

should be approached and not the individual member who occupied that portfolio in a 

previous administration.  

 

Mr Singh asked whether a sponsor of a private member’s bill would be able to 

determine the stage at which his/ her bill should be resumed. Mr Xaso clarified that a 

sponsor of a bill may only write to the Speaker and request a revival of his/ her bill, 

and there should also be consultation among the whips. The Chief Whip of the 

Majority Party indicated that he was of the opinion that all government bills that had 

lapsed would be revived in order to allow portfolio committees, once set up, to finalise 

them. The Deputy Speaker said that the process of revival of bills was already 

underway as the Development Bank of Southern Africa Amendment Bill and the 

Appropriation Bill had already been revived and where necessary consultations on 

other bills should also be done. 
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Mr Waters asked whether the private members’ bills that were not approved/rejected 

by the House could be reintroduced. Mr Xaso indicated that the matter would need 

consideration, and the application of the Same Question rule should also be taken into 

consideration.   

  

Mr Singh asked whether there was a revised document on time allocation for all 

debates other than the debate on the President’s State-of-the-Nation Address. It was 

agreed that the matter would be considered by the Chief Whips’ Forum. 

 

6. Report by the Committee Section 

Mr Tshabalala presented a report on the establishment of committees, allocation of 

Members to committees and election of committee chairpersons. 

 

Mr Tshabalala reported that by the end of business the previous day, 18 June 2014 

only three parties – the ANC, DA and APC had submitted names of members to serve 

on committees.  As other names were still outstanding, membership of committees 

could not be published immediately in the Announcements, Tablings and Committee 

Reports and a schedule of meetings for election of chairpersons on 19 and 20 June 

could not be finalised. The Committee Section recommended that the Programme 

Committee should consider rescheduling meetings on elections of chairpersons in the 

week of 23 – 27 June 2014.  

 

Mr Singh indicated that the IFP had been asked by the smaller parties to coordinate 

the matter of committee membership. He expressed a challenge with the fact that the 

APC had already submitted its name before the smaller parties had finalised the 

composite list.  These parties had met on four occasions and at all times there was 

never adequate attendance. In those meetings only a loose agreement was reached 

on the majority of portfolio committees but committees such as the International 

Relations and Co-operation, Co-operative Governance and Traditional Affairs and 

Finance, were oversubscribed.   

 

           Mr Frolick stated that the issue of the composition of committees was urgent as it  

needed to be concluded the following day, Friday 20 June. He urged that the 

outstanding names should be finalised as soon as it was possible, and if that would 

not be done, the scheduling of committee meetings would have to proceed for the 

election of chairpersons. He also raised a concern about certain committees being 

oversubscribed and reminded the Committee that generally members are allowed to 

attend any committee meeting, but could only vote if they were members of the 

committees. 
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The Deputy Speaker urged that the scheduling of committee meetings should proceed 

in order to avoid delays. 

 

7.   Report by Constitutional and Legal Services Office (CLSO)   

Ms Mbata reported that the Development Bank of Southern Africa Bill and 

Appropriation Bill had been revived. 

 

8. Consideration of draft Parliamentary programme  

Mr Bhengu presented the draft Parliamentary Programme for the First Term and 

highlighted the following: 

 

Plenary on Tuesday, 24 June 

A plenary was scheduled for Tuesday, 24 June at 14:00 for the election of Members of the 

Pan-African Parliament, designation of representatives of Parliament in the Southern 

African Development Community Parliamentary Forum, designation of Members  to the 

Judicial Service Commission and designation of Members to the Magistrates Commission.  

In addition, a tribute to the late Secretary to Parliament Mr M B Coetzee, and the debate on 

Youth Day would were also scheduled.  He added that on that day there would also be an 

opportunity for motions and members’ statements.  It was agreed that the committee 

meetings scheduled after the plenary would be rescheduled for the following day. 

Committees 

Mr Bhengu said that committees were scheduled to be set up in the week of 24 - 27 

June. During that period committee meetings would elect chairpersons and be briefed 

by departments and state entities in anticipation of EPC meetings. Committees would 

continue to schedule further meetings until Friday, 11 July. 

 

Mr Frolick advised that as a result of the sitting scheduled for Tuesday, 24 June, the 

Budget training for chairpersons and whips would be rescheduled for Wednesday, 25 

June and Thursday, 26 June.  Furthermore, the training scheduled for Friday, 27 June 

would also fall away but committees would be allowed to meet in order to finalise their 

programmes. In response to Mr Waters, Mr Frolick indicated that a detailed schedule 

of clustering of committee meetings during that period would be published the 

following day.   

 

Due to the tight timeframes allocated for consideration of reports on the Budget Votes, 

Mr Singh proposed that committees should meet in the mornings and afternoons. 
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Extended Public Committees 

Mr Frolick proposed that twelve budget votes be scheduled on some of the days, with 

three EPCs meeting simultaneously. Mr Bhengu informed the meeting that a detailed 

programme of EPCs would be made available in the next meeting of the Programme 

Committee.   

 

It was agreed that the Joint Programme Committee meeting be scheduled for 

Thursday, 26 June at 18:30 in order to consider the parliamentary programme 

framework for the year. 

  

9. Announcements 

There were no announcements. 

 

10.  Closure  

The meeting adjourned at 09:13. 


