
 

 

 

 

 

   NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 

  

Chairperson:        Committee Secretary:  

Speaker        A Mbanga x 3218 

 

    DRAFT MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

    Thursday, 16 October 2014, E249 

Present: 

 

D E Dlakude (Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority Party) (Chairperson) 

 

Bhengu, F   Michael, N W A 

Greyling, L W    Singh, N 

Litchfield-Tshabalala, K  

 

Staff in attendance: 

 

M Xaso (NA Table), T Mbata (Constitutional and Legal Services Office) and S Tshabalala 

(Committees). 

 

1. Opening  

The Secretary to the National Assembly informed the meeting that the Acting Speaker  

was unable to attend the meeting due to unforeseen circumstances. 

 

On the proposal of Mr N Singh, the meeting agreed that in the absence of the Acting 

Speaker, the Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority Party would chair the meeting. 

 

The Deputy Chief Whip then opened the meeting at 08:36. 

 

2. Apologies  

Apologies were tendered on behalf of Ms B Mbete (Speaker), Mr S L Tsenoli (Deputy 

Speaker), House Chairpersons Ms A T Didiza, Ms M G Boroto and Mr C T Frolick, 
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Chief Whip of the Majority Party, Chief Whip of the Opposition, Drs G W Koornhof and 

C P Mulder, Messrs M Waters and N F Shivambu.   

 

3. Consideration of the agenda  

The agenda was adopted as proposed. 

 

4. Consideration of Minutes of 11 September 2014 

The minutes of 11 September were noted. 

 

5. Matters arising 

There were no matters arising. 

 

6.  Report by the Committee Section 

Mr Tshabalala presented a document on Bills before NA committees and other 

matters before committees.  

 

The following Bills had been finalised since the previous meeting of the committee: 

 

 Defence Amendment Bill 

 Legal Aid Bill 

 Development Bank of Southern Africa Bill 

 

Mr Tshabalala reported that the Ad Hoc Committee regarding the Security Upgrades at the 

Nkandla Private Residence of the President would schedule a meeting to consider its 

report. The Ad Hoc committee had a deadline of 24 October 2014 to report and it was 

indicated that the committee could seek an extension of this deadline.   

 

The Portfolio Committee on Transport had finalised the international agreements on the 

Nairobi International Convention on the removal of wrecks, 2007.  Five other international 

agreements had been tabled and were in the process of being referred to committees. 

 

7.   Report by Bills Office  

Ms Mbata reported that the Legal Aid Bill and the Development Bank of Southern Africa Bill 

were ready for Second Reading.  The Rental Housing Amendment Bill had been 

transmitted to the NA for consideration of amendments from the National Council of 

Provinces and the report on the Defence Amendment Bill had also been finalised.  
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Mr Singh sought clarity on why the report on the Defence Amendment Bill would be 

considered and the Bill itself not debated.  Mr Bhengu indicated that the matter would be 

considered by the Chief Whips’ Forum. 

 

8. Consideration of draft Parliamentary programme  

Mr Bhengu presented the draft Parliamentary Programme for the Third Term as 

follows: 

  

Week of 20 – 24 October 

A plenary was proposed for Thursday, 23 October in order to consider the condolence 

motion for Mr A Watson, former Chief Whip of the Opposition, as well as to 

accommodate a request from the Minister of Human Settlements to make a statement 

on the Report of the Ministerial Inquiry into the Eviction of the Informal Settlement 

Community of Nomzamo (Lwandle). This plenary session would also consider a 

motion on the extension of the reporting date for the Ad Hoc Committee regarding the 

Security Upgrades at the Nkandla Private Residence of the President.  

 

It was agreed that on Wednesday, 22 October there would be no motions and that the 

business of the day would be limited to the consideration of Medium Term Budget 

Policy Statement and related matters.  Mr Xaso advised that the Rules Committee 

scheduled for that afternoon would be rescheduled for Wednesday, 22 October after 

the plenary. The Rules Committee intended, among others, to finalise time allocation 

for party responses on ministerial statements. 

 

Committees were scheduled to continue to consider Budgetary Review and 

Recommendation Reports (BRRR).  

 

Week of 27 – 31 October   

During the week of 27 – 31 October the Assembly would consider the Rental Housing 

Amendment Bill and the Defence Amendment Bill. A member’s motion would be 

scheduled for Tuesday, 28 October. Questions for Oral Reply to Cluster 5: Economics 

were scheduled for Wednesday, 29 October. On 30 October the Assembly would 

consider the Second Reading debates on the Legal Aid Bill, Attorneys Amendment Bill 

and the Development Bank of Southern Africa Amendment Bill. The Joint Sitting on 

the African Union’s Agenda 2063 was scheduled for 31 October.   

 

Ms Michael indicated that her party was concerned about the Portfolio Committee on 

Labour conducting an oversight visit during the BRRR period as well as the Portfolio 

Committee on Environmental Affairs meeting during the caucus period, as this deprived 
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their caucus of the presence of members serving on this committee.  She also enquired 

why alternate members were not allowed to attend oversight visits or study tours and when 

the President would be scheduled to finalise the remainder of the question session that was 

adjourned on 21 August.  Mr Bhengu said that the issue of questions to the President was 

previously raised and the matter was receiving consideration.  The other matters raised 

were noted. 

 

With regards to the Joint Sitting on the African Union’s Agenda 2063, Mr Singh said he 

hoped that the Portfolio Committee on International Relations and Cooperation had been 

briefed and he also enquired how the motion for the extension of the deadline for the Ad 

Hoc Committee regarding the Security Upgrades at the Nkandla Private Residence of the 

President would be approached.  Mr Xaso explained that the request for the extension 

would be by way of a House resolution and that parties could make a declaration, should 

they wish to do so. 

 

Mr Greyling asked whether members’ motions were only scheduled on Tuesdays and 

wondered if there were other opportunities.  It was agreed that the matter could be 

considered by the Chief Whips’ Forum.    

 

9. Announcements 

Mr Xaso reported that the Working Group on the Strategic Plan of Parliament was 

scheduled to meet on Tuesday, 21 October and Thursday, 23 October but due to the 

sitting on Thursday, it could be re-scheduled for the morning only for Friday, 24 

October.  The Speaker would be consulted and the matter programmed accordingly. 

 

Mr Singh asked whether it was possible for the Chief Whips’ Forum to meet at 08:30 – 

09:30 on Wednesdays, instead of 10:00.  This would enable members from smaller 

parties to attend committees.  The Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority Party said there 

was a reason for meeting at 10:00, but that the matter could be considered by the 

Chief Whips’ Forum. 

 

Ms Michael indicated that the condolence book for the late Mr Watson was available 

in the Office of Chief Whip of the Opposition and that the funeral was taking place on 

Monday, 20 October in Pretoria. 

 

10.  Closure  

The meeting adjourned at 09:00. 


