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Didiza, A T   Steenhuisen, J H (Chief Whip of Opposition) 
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Staff in attendance: 

 

C Mahlangu (NA Table), N Bell (Constitutional and Legal Services Office) and S Tshabalala 

(Committees). 

 

1. Opening  

The Deputy Speaker opened the meeting at 08:34. 

 

2. Apologies  

Apologies were tendered on behalf of Mr P S Sizani (Chief Whip of the Majority Party), 

Mr C T Frolick and Dr C P Mulder.  

 

3. Consideration of the agenda  

The agenda was adopted as proposed. 

 

4. Consideration of Minutes of 19 June 2014 

On the proposal of Mr Singh, the minutes were adopted subject to the following 

corrections:  
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 The Joint Programme Committee meeting was scheduled for 08:30 in the morning 

and not for 18:30 as reflected on page five of the minutes.  

 

5. Matters arising 

Mr Waters asked if there was a response from the NA Table on whether private 

members’ bills that were not approved or rejected by the House could be 

reintroduced. Mr Mahlangu indicated that the matter was discussed at the meeting of 

the Chief Whips’ Forum the previous week and explained that private members’ bills, 

as was the case with government bills, could be revived by the resolution of the 

House. In the case where sponsors of private members’ bills were no longer 

members, bills could be reintroduced by serving members and consultations were 

taking place in that regard. Furthermore, Ms Marina Nel informed the meeting that the 

Chief Whips’ Forum had agreed to revive the Defence Amendment Bill and Medical 

Innovation Bill from the stage they reached at the end of the Fourth Parliament. Bills 

that needed to be reintroduced would follow the same route of introducing a private 

members’ bill. 

 

The Deputy Speaker indicated that the matter should have been communicated by the 

National Assembly Table with the concerned member prior to the Programme 

Committee meeting.  

  

6.  Report by the Committee Section 

Mr Tshabalala presented a document on Bills before the National Assembly 

committees and other matters before committees. He explained that the Committee 

Section’s report indicates the status and progress of bills, statutory appointments, 

international agreements and any other matter referred to committees of the National 

Assembly. 

 

He reported that the Financial Management of Parliament Amendment Bill, 

Development Bank of Southern Africa Bill and Appropriation Bill had been revived and 

were referred to the Finance Committee and that there were 17 international 

agreements recently tabled, 15 of which had not yet been referred to committees. 

 

The Deputy Speaker proposed that the Committee Section’s report should also 

indicate the specific tagging of the bill in the ``Tagging’’ column and the report should 

also present the overall status of bills in the two Houses to enable members to follow 

the complete processing of legislation. Mr Tshabalala replied that the Committee 

Section’s report only pertains to the status of activities of the National Assembly 

committees for the purpose of the NAPC meeting. 
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With specific reference to smaller parties, Mr Singh enquired whether it was correct 

for committees to record alternate members as absent when they do not attend a 

meeting, and record full members as absent when they attend different committee 

meetings scheduled at the same time. Mr Tshabalala clarified that the non-attendance 

of alternate members was not at issue as they are only recorded when they attend on 

behalf of full members. The issue of a full member attending a different meeting 

scheduled at the same time needed attention and he suggested that committee 

secretaries should be notified of such matters in advance so that Chairpersons of 

Committees would be aware.  

 

7.   Report by Bills Office  

Mr Bell indicated that his report provides an overview of bills in Parliament. He 

concurred with the Committee Section report that the Financial Management of 

Parliament Amendment Bill, Development Bank of Southern Africa Bill and the 

Appropriation Bill had been revived and were being considered by the respective 

committees.  

 

8. Consideration of draft Parliamentary programme  

Mr Bhengu presented the draft Parliamentary Programme for the First Term and 

highlighted the following: 

 

Extended Public Committees (EPCs) 

Extended Public Committees were scheduled from 15 July to 23 July. The EPCs on 

Human Settlements, Basic Education, Justice and Constitutional Development, Higher 

Education and Training and Land Reform and Rural Development would debate their 

Budget Votes in the National Assembly Chamber and these debates will not be held in 

plenary. Only debates on Budget Vote 1: The Presidency and Budget Vote 2: 

Parliament would constitute plenaries. 

  

Mr Waters asked whether members would be allowed to speak from their benches in 

EPCs as other presiding officers insisted that speakers should use the podium. The 

Deputy Speaker urged that it should not be a matter of principle that members should 

use the podiums and that there should be a collective flexibility on the matter.   

    

 Plenaries 

A plenary was scheduled for Tuesday, 29 July in order to consider the condolence 

motion for Ms N D Ntwanambi and for a former member, Ms M G Dube, however the 

latter motion would not be debated. Members’ statements, the debate on Mandela 
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Day and consideration of report on Code of Ethical Conduct and Disclosure of 

Members’ Interests for Assembly and Permanent Council Members were also 

scheduled for that day. 

 

Mr Bhengu also reported that the Chief Whips’ Forum proposed that Questions for 

Oral Reply be scheduled for Wednesday, 30 July. However, the Deputy Speaker 

indicated that presiding officers had proposed a meeting of the Speakers’ Forum on 

30 July – 1 August and asked whether it was possible to consider an alternative date 

for the Questions. The Speaker added that the scheduling of such matters should be 

coordinated amongst all stakeholders.  

 

Mr Waters said that at the Chief Whips’ Forum meeting it was thought that the week of 

28 July – 1 August was a normal parliamentary period and therefore Questions for 

Oral Reply could be scheduled for 30 July. The following week Parliament would be in 

constituencies and it would not have had an opportunity to schedule Questions to the 

Executive and that period was suitable for Parliament to hold the Executive to 

account. It was agreed that there would be further consultations on the matter. 

 

9. Announcements 

There were no announcements. 

 

10.  Closure  

The meeting adjourned at 09:06. 


