
 
 

 

 

   NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 

  

Chairperson:        Committee Secretary:  

Speaker        A Mbanga x 3218 

 

DRAFT MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

    Thursday, 6 September 2018, E249 

 

Present: 

C T Frolick (House Chairperson) 

B Mbete (Speaker) 

  Bhengu, F   Mente, N V 

  Didiza, A T (House Chairperson)  

 

  Mthembu, J M (Chief Whip of the Majority  

  Party) 

  Dlakude, D E (Deputy Chief Whip of the  

  Majority Party) 

  Singh, N 

 

  Ebrahim, E I (Parliamentary Counsellor to the 

  Deputy President) 

  Steenhuisen, J H (Chief Whip of the Opposition) 

  Khubisa, Prof N M   Tsenoli, S L (Deputy Speaker) 

  Koornhof, Dr G W (Parliamentary Counsellor to 

  the President) 

  Waters, M 

  Mazzone, N W A  

 

Staff in attendance: 

M Xaso (NA Table), S Tshabalala (Committees) and N Bell (Constitutional and Legal Services 

Office). 

 

1.  Opening remarks 

House Chairperson Mr Frolick opened the meeting at 08:32 and welcomed all present.  

 

2. Apologies 

Apologies were tendered on behalf of House Chairperson Ms M G Boroto, Mr N F Shivambu 

and Mrs H O Mkhaliphi.      
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3. Consideration of draft agenda 

The draft agenda was adopted as proposed. 

 

4. Consideration of draft Minutes of 30 August 2018 

On the proposal of Mr Bhengu, seconded by Mr Waters, the minutes of 30 August were 

adopted.   

 

5. Matters arising 

On behalf of his party, Mr Singh conveyed his appreciation to the Speaker, Programme 

Committee and the Chief Whip of the Majority Party for facilitating the congratulatory 

messages to Mr M G Buthelezi in the National Assembly, on his 90th birthday. 

 

With regard to the status of the vacancy in the Joint Standing Committee on Intelligence, 

which occurred due to the resignation of the then chairperson, Mr C Nqakula, the Chief Whip 

of the Majority Party advised that the President had consulted political parties on the 

nomination and that the process was still underway. 

  

6.  Report by the Committee Section 

In his presentation on Bills and other matters before committees, Mr Tshabalala highlighted 

the 

following: 

 

The Portfolio Committee on Trade and Industry had resolved to request permission from the 

National Assembly to amend other provisions of the principal Act in respect of the Copyright 

Amendment Bill.  The Portfolio Committee on Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries intended to 

adopt its report on Plant Breeder’s Rights Bill and Plant Improvement Bill on 11 September.  

The Bills had been returned from the National Council of Provinces.  

   

With regard to statutory appointments, the Portfolio Committee on Communications would 

shortlist and interview candidates for the filling of vacancies on the Boards of the South 

African Broadcasting Corporation and Media Development and Diversity Agency in the Fourth 

Term.   

 

7.   Report by Bills Office 

Mr Bell presented a report on Bills before committees and advised that the National Credit 

Amendment Bill and Restitution of Land Rights Amendment Bill were on the Order Paper for 

Second Reading debate.  He also indicated that out of the 30 Bills that had been introduced, 13 

were Parliamentary Bills and 17 were Executive Bills. 

 



 3 

In response to the Chief Whip of the Majority Party on whether the Leader of Government 

Business (LOGB) had advised Parliament on the list of legislation to be prioritised after the 

deadline of 30 May, the Parliamentary Counsellor to the Deputy President explained that the 

LOGB was awaiting feedback from members of the Executive on which legislation should be 

prioritised.  The Parliamentary Counsellor to the President advised that, for the time being, 

the seven Bills that made the deadline should be regarded as prioritised and that the LOGB 

had also requested a list of legislation before committees that had a date for finalisation.   The 

matter would be considered further in the next meeting of the Cabinet.  It was AGREED that 

the seven Bills that met the deadline would be prioritised, pending further directives from the 

LOGB and that committees would be encouraged to process legislation during time allocated 

for committees. 

 

Due to the increase in the number of private members’ bills before committees, House 

Chairperson Ms Didiza asked if there was enough capacity in the institution to assist 

members with processing of such legislation. House Chairperson Mr Frolick explained that he 

was unaware of challenges that were experienced in this regard and that, where necessary, 

additional resources were utilised to assist the Committee Section in the processing of such 

legislation.  A report in that regard would be made available for consideration by the 

Programme Committee.  

 

8.   Consideration of draft Parliamentary programme 

Mr Bhengu presented the draft programme for the Third Term and highlighted the following: 

 
On Tuesday, 11 September, a debate the House would commence sitting at 10:00 with a debate 

on an urgent matter of national public importance, namely ´the plight of Fees Must Fall activists”.  

In addition the Second Reading debates on National Environmental Management Laws 

Amendment Bill and Defence Amendment Bill were scheduled to take place, as well as a 

statement by the Minister of Higher Education and Training on the developments at the National 

Students Financial Aid Scheme.  The Second Reading debate on National Credit Amendment Bill 

and consideration of approval of Agreement Establishing a Tripartite Free Trade Area (TFTA) 

among the Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA), the East African 

Community (EAC) and the Southern African Development Community (SADC) were also 

scheduled. 

 

Questions to the Deputy President was scheduled for Wednesday, 12 September. 

 

The Constituency Period in the National Assembly was scheduled for 17 September – 8 October. 
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Due to the number of items scheduled for Tuesday morning, Mr Singh proposed that the Second 

Reading debate on Defence Amendment Bill rather be considered in the afternoon sitting.  He also 

indicated that his party had requested for a debate on the ‘escalation of fuel prices’ as an urgent 

matter of national public importance, he nevertheless expressed regret for the tone of the letter that 

had been sent to the Speaker for consideration of the matter.  The Speaker clarified that she had 

acceded to the request and reiterated that the tone used should not be used among members in 

the institution.  The Speaker also indicated that she was considering a request from the DA on 

‘economic revival following recession’, which she anticipated would be acceded to after she had 

completed the consultations required of her when considering such requests.  The Chief Whip of 

the Majority Party suggested that consideration could be given to scheduling of those items after 

questions to the Deputy President. It was AGREED that the programming whip would consult and 

advise on the scheduling of the requests for debates by the DA and IFP in the following week and 

advise members accordingly.    

 

Mr Xaso advised that there was a request from the Office of Deputy Speaker for a motion 

establishing an ad hoc committee to consider filling of vacancies in the Commission for Gender 

Equality (CGE). The Chief Whip of the Opposition indicated that he had previously expressed 

concern on the process, specifically in respect of recommendations contained in the Kadar Asmal 

report on the consolidation of Chapter 9 institutions, which among others alluded to the 

amalgamation of the CGE and the Human Rights Commission.  The Deputy Speaker clarified that 

it was unlikely that these recommendations would be implemented in the foreseeable future and 

that this matter could be a legacy issue for the 6th Parliament 

 

The Chief Whip of the Majority Party suggested that consideration should be given to programming 

the report of the Joint Constitutional Review Committee on possible review of Section 25 of the 

Constitution, which was anticipated to be finalised on or before 28 September 2018, before sittings 

commenced in the Fourth Term.  House Chairperson Mr Frolick, seconded by Mr Waters, indicated 

that the matter could also be considered during the period of Budgetary Review and 

Recommendation Reports in early October as committees would be in Parliament. 

 

Mr Bhengu also presented the draft programme for the Fourth Term.  It was AGREED that 

members of the Executive should pay particular attention to the dates for questions to the various 

clusters and avail themselves accordingly.  It was also AGREED that there should be 

consideration for the House to start at 10:00 on 29 November, as this was the last sitting. 

 

9.  Announcements 
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The launch of books on Theme Committees on the writing of the Constitution was scheduled 

for 11 September in the Old Assembly Chamber.   

   

10.    Closure 

The meeting adjourned at 09:16. 


