
 

 

 

 

 

   NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 

 

Chairperson:        Committee Secretary:  

Speaker        A Mbanga x3218 

 

DRAFT MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

    Thursday, 6 March 2014, E249 

Present: 

M V Sisulu (Speaker) 

Farrow, S J  Kilian, J D                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Frolick, C T Kubayi, M T                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Hajaig, F                                                                                                                          Schneemann, G D                                                                                                                         

Kalyan, S V                                                                                                                           Sizani, P S (Chief Whip of the Majority Party) 

Khunou, N P                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              Van Dalen, P 

 

Staff in attendance: 

 

M Xaso (NA Table), N Bell and C van der Merwe (Constitutional and Legal Services Office), 

S Tshabalala (Committees) and J Manyange (Office of the Leader of Government Business). 

 

1. Opening  

The Speaker opened the meeting at 08:35. 

 

2. Apologies  

Apologies were tendered on behalf of Deputy Speaker N C Mfeketo, Mrs D E Dlakude, 

Mr J H van der Merwe and Dr C P Mulder.  

 

3. Consideration of the agenda 

The agenda was adopted as proposed. 

 

4. Consideration of minutes of meeting of 27 February 2014 

The minutes of 27 February were adopted. 
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5. Matters arising 

Mrs Kalyan asked whether the Portfolio Committee on Public Service and 

Administration was had been given permission to meet during caucus time in order to 

consider the Public Administration Management Bill. Mr Frolick explained that 

committees were usually not allowed to meet during caucus and would establish 

whether the committee had indeed arranged the meeting. Mrs Kilian added that the 

COPE member serving in that committee was also not aware of the arrangement.   

 

6. Report by the Committee Section  

Mr Tshabalala presented a document containing information on the following issues: 

Bills before NA committees, Bills initiated by committees and other matters before 

committees. 

 

He said that of the 13 Bills before committees, the following had been finalised: 

 Property Valuation Bill 

 National Environmental Management: Air Quality Amendment Bill  

 National Environmental Management: Protected Areas Amendment Bill and 

the  

 Independent Communications Authority of South Africa Amendment Bill.  

 

In response to Ms Kubayi’s concern that the report was not up to date, Mr Tshabalala 

explained that some parts of the report were meant for information only and the report 

did not include matters that were finalised late the previous day.  

 

Mrs Kilian indicated that she was concerned about whether the correct procedure as 

stipulated in section 73(4) of the Constitution was followed in the National Council of 

Provinces when the Public Administration Management Bill was introduced. She said 

that a Bill in the NCOP should only be introduced by a member of the Council or its 

committee. Ms Kubayi explained that when the Bill was introduced the procedure was 

not flouted and as the Bill is a section 76 legislation, the Minister took cognisance of 

the fact that the NCOP had to obtain provincial mandates. Had it been introduced in 

the National Assembly, it would have taken longer for the NCOP to finalise it.  

 

Mr Xaso informed the Committee that he had been informed that the Bill was 

introduced by the NCOP’s Select Committee on Cooperative Governance and 

Traditional Affairs at the request of the Minister of Public Service and Administration. 

Mrs Kilian said she was being cautious about the matter in view of the fact that during 

the process of the review of rules it was discovered that some of the rules were not 

complied with effectively. 
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Mrs Kalyan enquired whether the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development 

Amendment Bill was correctly tagged as that could have implications when processing 

it. Ms C van der Merwe reported that the Bill was tagged as section 76 legislation. The 

Speaker indicated that in terms of Joint Rule 120, the Joint Tagging Mechanism’s 

decision was final. 

 

7. Report by Constitutional and Legal Services Office (CLSO)  

Mr Bell presented the report on bills before Parliament and said that it was consistent 

with the report of the Committee Section presented earlier.  

 

8. Consideration of draft Parliamentary programme 

Mr Schneemann presented the draft Parliamentary Programme for the First Term as 

follows: 

 

He said that the Speaker had given permission that the Special Economic Zones Bill 

be placed on the Order Paper in terms of NA Rule 274(1)(a) on the request of the 

Chairperson and was scheduled for consideration by the House that afternoon. 

 

Members’ statements and consideration of the Fiscal Framework and Revenue 

Proposals were scheduled for Tuesday, 11 March. The Determination of 

Remuneration of Constitutional Institutions Bill, which was previously scheduled for 6 

March, was re-scheduled for Tuesday, 11 March. Farewell tributes to the Deputy 

President and Mr T A Manuel, Minister in the Presidency: National Planning 

Commission would also be done that day. 

 

The debate on ‘the impact of cancer on our society and economy and government 

response thereto’ in the name of Dr M G Oriani-Ambrosini was scheduled for 

Wednesday, 12 March. Also on that day, provision was made for debates on finalised 

legislation and consideration of committee reports, and a meeting of Chairpersons of 

Committees was scheduled for 12h30. 

    

Members’ statements, Division of Revenue Bill and farewell speeches were scheduled 

for 13 March, the last day of the Term of the National Assembly. On that day, 

provision was also made for finalised legislation and committee reports. 

 

Mr Schneemann also informed the Committee that legislation that would be finalised 

in the following days would be scheduled accordingly and parties would be advised of 

the changes to the Programme. The Minister of Rural Development and Land Reform 
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had requested the National Assembly to schedule a debate on the Land Audit Report 

which had been recently tabled.  

 

Ms Kubayi urged that the National Environmental Management: Air Quality 

Amendment Bill should be scheduled for consideration on Tuesday, 11 March and the 

Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Amendment Bill, and Legal Practice 

Bill should also be considered in the following week. In addition, she urged that a 

suitable date for a special sitting should be considered in April for the National 

Assembly to finalise legislation that would have been returned by the NCOP as the 

National Assembly would have risen. Mr Schneemann indicated that the Public 

Administration Management Bill, the appointments of the South African Broadcasting 

Corporation board members, commissioners of the Media Development and Diversity 

Agency and Public Service Commission as well as the report of Portfolio Committee 

on Human Settlements on the Housing Development Agency draft regulations were 

yet to be scheduled. It was agreed that a suitable date in April would be considered in 

the next meeting of the Programme Committee. 

 

Mrs Kalyan asked whether and when the ‘substantive motion’ by Mr P van Dalen 

regarding the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries on the Order Paper would 

be scheduled for debate. The Chief Whip of the Majority Party said that the matter had 

not yet been considered at the Chief Whips’ Forum. Mr Frolick added that the matter 

was placed under Further Business on the Order Paper together with other motions 

and the practice was that a political consultation would first take place before it was 

scheduled. 

    

9. Announcements 

 The Speaker indicated that details of the cocktail function, planned for Thursday, 13 

  March in order for members to bid one another farewell, would be communicated  

           to all parties in the forthcoming week. 

 

10.     Closure  

The meeting adjourned at 09:17. 

 

 


