
 

   

 

 

   NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 

  

Chairperson:        Committee Secretary:  

Speaker        A Mbanga x 3218 

 

    DRAFT MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS  

    Thursday, 25 June 2015, E249 

Present: 

A T Didiza (House Chairperson) 

Bhengu, F   Mpontshane, MA 

Dlakude, DE (Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority 

Party) 

  Ndlozi, MQ 

Frolick, CT (House Chairperson)   Ntshayisa, LM 

Khubisa, Prof NM   Steenhuisen, JH (Chief Whip of the Opposition) 

Maxon, H    Waters, M   

 

Staff in attendance: 

M Xaso (NA Table), T Mbata (Constitutional and Legal Services) and G Abdullatief 

(Committees). 

 

1. Opening remarks 

House Chairperson Ms AT Didiza, opened the meeting at 09:00.  

 
2. Apologies  

Apologies were tendered on behalf of Ms B Mbete (Speaker), Mr SL Tsenoli (Deputy 

Speaker), House Chairperson Ms MG Boroto, Messrs N Singh, PS Sizani (Chief Whip 

of the Majority Party), Dr GW Koornhof (Parliamentary Counsellor to the Deputy 

President) and Dr CP Mulder.   

 

3. Consideration of the agenda  

The proposed agenda for the meeting was adopted.  
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4. Consideration of Minutes of 18 June 2015 

On the proposal of House Chairperson, Mr Frolick, seconded by Deputy Chief Whip of 

the Majority Party, the minutes of 18 June were adopted. 

 
5. Matters arising 

There were no matters arising. 

 
6.  Report by the Committee Section 

Ms Abdullatief presented a document on Bills and other matters before committees and 

reported that the Portfolio Committee on Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries had been 

granted permission by the House to inquire into amending other provisions of the 

Performing Animals Protection Act.  

 

Ms Abdullatief also reported that the Minister of Police would make a presentation to the Ad 

Hoc Committee on the Report by the Minister of Police regarding the Recommendations of 

the Ad Hoc Committee on the Security Upgrades at the Nkandla Residence of the 

President on 21 July. The Ad Hoc Committee also intended to visit the residence of the 

President in Nkandla on 22 July and conduct deliberations on 23 and 24 July. The Ad Hoc 

Joint Committee to Inquire into the Incidence of Violence against Foreign Nationals would 

possibly amend its programme.   

 

Mr Waters indicated that the Health Committee was briefed by the Medical Research 

Council on 27 May on the Medical Innovation Bill, a private member’s bill. In response 

to Mr Waters’ question whether the Health Committee would also be meeting with the 

Central Drug Authority, the House Chairperson, Mr Frolick explained that the 

committee was also considering the Medicines and Related Substances Amendment 

Bill and had been granted permission by the House to inquire into amending the other 

provisions of the principal Act and once it has finalised that report, the committee 

would focus on the Medical Innovation Bill. 

 

 
7.   Report by Bills Office  

Ms Mbata presented a report on bills before the National Assembly committees and 

indicated that the Appropriation Bill had been passed by the National Council of Provinces 

(NCOP) and sent to the President for assent as soon as possible. 
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9.        Consideration of draft Parliamentary programme  

Mr Bhengu presented the Third Term programme as follows: 

 
The weeks of 20 to 31 July were reserved for Committees/Oversight; however training for 

chairpersons had been scheduled for 28 and 29 July. A sitting was proposed for Thursday, 

30 July for members' statements, legislation, committee reports and a debate on Mandela 

Day. He said that plenaries were scheduled to resume on 4 August, with Questions to the 

President scheduled for 6 August. After consultations with the NCOP it was decided that 

the Joint Sitting on Heritage Day be cancelled, however the Joint Sitting on the debate on 

National Women’s Day would still be held on 11 August. Questions to the Deputy President 

were scheduled for 12 August, 26 September and 9 September. Questions to Ministers 

would commence on 12 August.  

 

The weeks of 15 – 18 September and 22 – 26 September were proposed for Committees/ 

Provincial Week.  

 

Mr Waters asked why Questions to Ministers were not also scheduled in the first week of 

August when the President would be appearing in the Assembly, as it was done on 17 and 

18 June. The Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority explained that in terms of precedent 

Questions for Oral Reply to Ministers were not scheduled in the same week as Questions 

to the President. She also indicated that following consultations with party chief whips, the 

President would provide responses in writing to the questions that were scheduled for 18 

June. She also indicated that the report of the NA Rules Committee would also be 

considered by the House on 30 July.  

 

It was AGREED that House Chairperson, Ms Boroto, would be consulted on the starting 

time for the training of SADC-PF Observer Mission scheduled for 30 July so that it did not 

clash with the sitting of that day.  

 

Mr Ndlozi proposed that the Farlam Commission report on the Marikana incident be 

prioritised for consideration on 30 July as it would be a matter of national importance. The 

Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority Party indicated that the report was not before Parliament. 

Mr Xaso indicated that the NA Rules provide a procedure for dealing with matters of public 

importance by allowing members to write to the Speaker requesting asking for a matter to 

be scheduled. The Chief Whip of the Opposition added that Speaker could refer the report 

to a committee to consider it if it had been referred to Parliament but anyone could 

approach the Speaker for such a matter to be debated and indicated that he would support 

such a debate.  
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House Chairperson, Ms Didiza, advised that parties could write to the Speaker and request 

the debate. The Chief Whip of the Opposition expressed disappointment at the disruptions 

of the session on Questions to the President on 18 June. He said that smaller parties had 

been disadvantaged as they missed the opportunity to hold the Executive to account. 

 
10. Announcements 

There were no matters arising.  

 
11.  Closure  

The meeting adjourned at 09:25. 


