
 

 

 

 

 

   NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 

 

Chairperson:        Committee Secretary:  

Speaker        A Mbanga x3218 

 

DRAFT MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

    Thursday, 20 February 2014, E249 

Present: 

M V Sisulu (Speaker) 

Frolick, C T Mfeketo, N C (Deputy Speaker)                                                                                                                    

Kalyan, S V Schneemann, G D               

Kilian, J D                                                                                                                          Sizani, P S (Chief Whip of the Majority Party) 

Kubayi, M T                                                                                                      Watson, A (Chief Whip of the Opposition) 

 

Staff in attendance: 

 

M Xaso (NA Table), N Bell and T Mbata, (Constitutional and Legal Services Office), S 

Tshabalala (Committees) and J Manyange (Office of the Leader of Government Business). 

 

1. Opening  

The Speaker opened the meeting at 08:35 and indicated that a condolence motion for 

the late Mr M B Skosana was scheduled for Tuesday, 25 February and a 

parliamentary delegation would attend the funeral in Gauteng. 

 

2. Apologies  

Apologies were tendered on behalf of Ms F Hajaig, Ms D E Dlakude, N P Khunou and 

Mr J H van der Merwe.  

 

3. Consideration of the agenda 

The agenda was adopted as proposed. 

 

4. Consideration of minutes of meeting of 6 February 2014 

The minutes of 6 February were adopted. 
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5. Matters arising 

Mrs Kalyan enquired whether there was any possibility that the Independent Systems 

and Market Operator Bill would be revived before the end of the Term of the Fourth 

Parliament. Mr Frolick replied that the status of the Bill was clarified in the previous 

meeting of the committee and since then nothing had changed. Mr Xaso reminded the 

Committee that the Bill had lapsed in terms of Rule 298.  

 

6. Report by the Committee Section  

Mr Tshabalala presented a document containing information on the following issues: 

Bills before NA committees, Bills initiated by committees and other matters before 

committees. 

 

He said that of the 16 Bills before NA committees, only the following had been 

finalised: 

 Infrastructure Development Bill  

 Rental Housing Amendment Bill  

 State Attorney Amendment Bill   

 Restitution of Land Rights Amendment Bill 

 Local Government: Municipal Property Rates Amendment Bill 

 National Environmental Management Laws Amendment Bill 

 National Environmental Management: Waste Amendment Bill.  

 

7. Report by Constitutional and Legal Services Office (CLSO)  

Ms Mbata presented a report on bills before Parliament and said that the Development 

Bank of Southern Africa Amendment Bill and Medical Innovation Bill, a Private 

Member’s Bill, had been recently introduced. The Special Economic Zones and the 

Independent Communications Authority of South Africa Amendment Bill  had been 

returned by the National Council of Provinces (NCOP) for the National Assembly to 

consider the amendments. 

 

Mr Schneemann asked why the National Water Amendment Bill was listed under 

legislation ready for Second Reading debate while the committee section report 

indicated that it was still before the Portfolio Committee on Water and Environmental 

Affairs for consideration. Mr Bell explained that the Bill was introduced by the 

committee and therefore could only be referred to the Joint Tagging Mechanism for 

classification shortly before it was scheduled for consideration by the House. With 

regard to tagging, he said it was difficult to pre-empt the outcome and when it would 



 3 

be classified. The Chief Whip of the Majority Party said that usually consultations take 

place before the actual classification and therefore there should be some clarification 

on the matter. Mr Xaso said that the Bill should have been placed under a different 

heading as it was not yet ready for consideration by the House until all the other 

processes had been completed, including tagging. Mr Frolick added that the 

committee had a different view as far as tagging was concerned and that the 

Committee would be informed of the outcome prior to the Bill being scheduled for the 

Second Reading debate. In response to Mrs Kilian’s enquiry whether the committee 

had acted according to the rules, Mr Xaso said that the committee was granted 

permission by the House to introduce the Bill and had been certified as urgent and 

therefore could not have been published in the Gazette. 

 

8. Consideration of draft Parliamentary programme 

Mr Schneemann presented the draft Parliamentary Programme for the First Term as 

follows: 

 

Condolence motions for House Chairperson Mr M B Skosana and Mr C Moni as well 

as the Infrastructure Development Bill were scheduled for Tuesday, 25 February at 

9:00 am. Members’ statements, the Second Reading debates on Private Security 

Industry Regulation Amendment Bill, Restitution of Land Rights Amendment Bill, 

National Credit Act Amendment Bill, Rental Housing Amendment Bill and committee 

reports were scheduled for the afternoon plenary. The Budget Speech was scheduled 

for Wednesday, 26 February. 

 

Members’ statements, the Second Reading debates on State Attorney Amendment 

Bill, National Environmental Management Laws: Waste Bill, National Environmental 

Management Laws Amendment Bill, Financial Management of Parliament Amendment 

Bill and the consideration of the Tourism Bill were scheduled for Thursday, 27 March. 

The members’ statements and the Second Reading debate on Women Empowerment 

and Gender Equality Bill were scheduled for Friday, 28 March at 10:00. 

 

Questions to the Deputy President and Cluster 4: Economics were scheduled for 5 

March. The debate on ‘the impact of cancer on our society and economy and 

government response thereto’ was scheduled for 12 March.  

 

The Division of Revenue Bill and farewell speeches were scheduled for 13 March, the 

last day of the Term of the National Assembly. Mr Schneemann indicated that the 

sitting of 13 February would no longer take the form of a joint sitting.  
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The Chief Whip of the Opposition asked if provision was made for the National 

Assembly to return for plenary in case the NCOP returned some of the Bills with 

amendments. Mr Frolick said that the two Houses were consulting on the matter and 

in the event that the NCOP returned amended legislation, a special sitting would be 

scheduled. However, it was difficult to pre-empt what could happen and therefore a 

decision would be taken at the appropriate time and communicated to all parties.  

 

The Chief Whip of the Opposition asked whether Questions to the President would 

also be scheduled for 13 March as the Joint Sitting had been cancelled. He added that 

the Chief Whips’ Forum meeting the previous day was informed that Parliament did 

not have a slot for the President to answer questions in the first term. The Chief Whip 

of the Majority Party responded that the Presidency had initially indicated that the 

President would be available on 13 March to answer Questions but due to the 

scheduled Joint Sitting, Parliament could not accommodate him. The cancellation of 

the Joint Sitting was only announced the previous day and usually no other business 

would be conducted during Questions to the President. Mr Frolick said that the 

discussions with the Chief Whip of the Opposition were informal and took place after 

the Chief Whips’ Forum meeting and Parliament determines its own programme and 

therefore it was its duty to advise on a suitable slot.  

 

Mrs Kilian appreciated the explanation but suggested that sound relations with the 

Presidency should be maintained as the non-appearance of the President could be 

interpreted as a reluctance to take Questions and that would not portray a good 

impression. The rules provide that Questions for Oral Reply are scheduled on 

Wednesdays and the President should take Questions once per term. The Chief Whip 

of the Majority Party explained that in 2009, there was never an insistence that former 

President Kgalema Motlanthe had to answer Questions shortly before the Assembly 

dissolved. The Speaker urged the Programming Whips that in future they should 

ensure that there was a slot for the President to answer Questions in each term. 

 

Ms Kubayi requested that the Speaker’s cocktail scheduled for 13 March be reflected 

on the parliamentary programme so that members were aware of it. The Speaker 

indicated that consultations were still taking place on the date and time of the cocktail 

and members would be sent all the details after the meeting. 

 

The Chief Whip of the Opposition requested that the meetings of the multi-party task 

team assisting with the establishment of the Fifth Parliament be reflected in the 

programme. Mr Schneemann said normally those type of meetings were not included 

in the programme. 
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With regards to the scheduling of the National Assembly Rules Committee meeting, 

Mr Xaso reported that discussions were still underway and once a decision was taken, 

it would be communicated to all parties.  

    

9. Announcements 

 There were no announcements. 

 

10.     Closure  

The meeting adjourned at 09:20. 

 

 

 


