
 

   

 

 

   NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 

  

Chairperson:        Committee Secretary:  

Speaker        A Mbanga x 3218 

 

    DRAFT MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

    Thursday, 20 August 2015, E249 

Present: 

B Mbete (Speaker) 

  Bhengu, F   Maxon, HO 

  Boroto, MG (House Chairperson)   Singh, N   

  Didiza, A T (House Chairperson)   Sizani, PS (Chief Whip of the Majority Party) 

  Dlakude, DE (Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority  

  Party) 

  Steenhuisen, JH (Chief Whip of the 

  Opposition) 

  Khubisa, Prof NM   Tsenoli, SL 

  Koornhof, GW (Parliamentary Counsellor to the 

  Deputy President) 

  Waters, M   

  Matiase, N S    

 

Staff in attendance: 

M Xaso (NA Table), N Bell (Constitutional and Legal Services) and G Abdullatief 

(Committees). 

 

1. Opening remarks 

The Speaker opened the meeting at 08:37. 

 
2. Apologies 

Apologies were tendered on behalf of House Chairperson Mr CT Frolick, Dr CP 

Mulder and Messrs N F Shivambu and MQ Ndlozi.   

 

3. Consideration of the agenda 

The proposed agenda for the meeting was adopted. 
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4. Consideration of Minutes of 13 August 2015  

On the proposal of Mr Singh, seconded by the Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority 

Party, the minutes of 13 August were adopted.    

 
5. Matters arising 

Mr Singh asked whether the Office of the Speaker had interacted with the Leader of 

Government Business in regard to the attendance of Ministers during Questions.  The 

Speaker replied that she had raised the matter with the Leader of Government 

Business.  

 

The Chief Whip of the Opposition thanked the Speaker for approval of the publication 

of the motion of the Leader of the Opposition regarding the establishment of an ad 

hoc committee to enquire into whether the President should be removed f rom office in 

terms of section 89(1)(a) of the Constitution.  The Speaker indicated that she had also 

referred the matter to the Subcommittee on Review of National Assembly Rules for 

consideration of how such motions should be dealt with.   

 

Mr Singh enquired whether the Office of the Speaker had also referred the matter of 

motions without notice to the Subcommittee on Review of National Assembly Rules.  

The Speaker indicated that the matter had been referred to the subcommittee. 

 
6.  Report by the Committee Section 

Ms Abdullatief presented a document on Bills and other matters before committees. She 

reported that the Ad Hoc Joint Committee to Inquire into the Incidence of Violence against 

Foreign Nationals would have a briefing by labour unions on 25 August.  The Portfolio 

Committee on Home Affairs had finalised a report on the filling of a vacancy on the 

Electoral Commission. 

 

Ms Abdullatief also reported that the Portfolio Committee on Defence and Military Veterans 

would have another meeting with the South African Law Reform Commission on 26 August.  

The committee intended to finalise the Defence Laws Repeal Amendment Bill on 1 

September.  

 

Mr Waters wanted to know the status of petitions that had been referred to Parliament and 

requested that in future briefings be provided on such items.  The Committee Section 

undertook to provide a report in the following week. 

 

 

 



 3 

7.   Report by Bills Office 

Mr Bell presented a report on bills before the National Assembly committees and indicated 

that his report was in line the Committee Section’s report.  He also indicated that the 

Refugees Amendment Bill would be referred to the President for assent once it was passed 

by the National Council of Provinces (NCOP). 

 
8.   Consideration of draft Parliamentary programme  

Mr Bhengu presented the Third Term programme and indicated that there was no 

legislation ready for consideration by the House in the week of 24 August.   

 

Committees were scheduled for 25, 27 and 28 August.  Questions to Cluster 3: 

Governance and the consideration of the report of the Portfolio Committee on Home Affairs 

on the filling of a vacancy on the Electoral Commission were scheduled for Wednesday, 26 

August.  It was AGREED that reports on international agreements would also be scheduled 

for that day. 

 

Mr Bhengu proposed that the motion of the Leader of the Opposition be scheduled for 

8 September during the DA motion’s slot or alternatively on 26 August, after Questions 

for oral reply.  After an intervention by the Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority Party i t 

was AGREED that the motion would be scheduled for 1 September. 

 
Mr Bhengu indicated that the period of 15 – 18 September had been reserved for Provincial 

Week as was agreed in the Joint Programme Committee on 19 March 2015.  The Chief 

Whip of the Opposition said that normally it was the NCOP that undertook provincial weeks 

and committees/oversight were only applicable to the National Assembly.  

 

House Chairperson Boroto proposed that a debate on an Inter-Parliamentary Union topic 

be scheduled for 10 September.  The Chief Whip of the Majority Party requested that, as a 

principle, issues should be considered in the relevant structures prior to the meetings of the 

Programme Committee.  

 

The Speaker informed the meeting that a request from the Minister of Finance to table the 

Medium Term Budget Policy Statement on 21 October had been received.  The initial date 

proposed was 28 October.  It was AGREED that the request from the Minister of Finance 

be acceded to. 

 

Mr Waters enquired about the next question session for the Deputy President in order to 

make up for his unavailability on 26 August.  The Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority Party 

explained that the Deputy President had indicated in his letter that he would be available to 
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take questions during the Third and Fourth Terms as guided by the Programme Committee 

once he was back from his official visit.  Mr Singh suggested that an additional hour be 

accorded to the Deputy President on 9 September for him to answer additional questions.  

Mr Xaso advised that if such a decision was taken there should be a House resolution to 

that effect as questions were scheduled for two hours in terms of the rules.  The Chief Whip 

of the Majority Party warned that adding additional time to the Deputy President could have 

a knock-on effect on the slot for ministers.  It was AGREED that there should be further 

consultation on the matter. 

 

Mr Matiase said he was concerned about the quality of responses given during question 

sessions and that it was an issue that required consideration.  The Speaker indicated that 

while this matter should be discussed, the Programme Committee was not the correct 

forum in which to do so. 

 

House Chairperson Didiza pointed out that an ANC motion was also scheduled for 1 

September, the same day as the motion of the Leader of the Opposition.  It was AGREED 

that both motions would remain scheduled for that day. 

 

The Chief Whip of the Opposition requested that guidance and a legal opinion should be 

sought on the application of the sub judice rule.  The Speaker said that the matter would be 

referred to the relevant structures. 

 
9. Announcements 

There were no announcements. 
 

10.  Closure 

The meeting adjourned at 09:00. 

 

 


