
 

 

 

 

 

 

   NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 

 

Chairperson:        Committee Secretary:  

Speaker        Andrew Mbanga  x 3218 

 

 

    DRAFT MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

    Thursday, 13 June 2013, E249 

 

Present: 

Speaker 

Frolick, C T Mfundisi, I S                                                        

Hajaig, F                                          Motshekga, Dr M S                         

Jeffery, J H                                                                 Mpontshane, A M                                                      

Kalyan, S V                      Schneemann, G D                                   

Kilian, J D                      Skosana, M B 

Kubayi, M T                                                       Watson, A 

Makhubela-Mashele, L S                                                                                   

 

Staff in attendance: 

 

M Xaso (NA Table), N Bell (Constitutional and Legal Services Office), S Tshabalala and N 

Giba (Committees). 

 

1. Opening  

The Speaker opened the meeting at 08:34. 

 

2. Apologies  

Apologies were tendered on behalf of Ms N C Mfeketo: Deputy Speaker, Messrs J H 

van der Merwe and S Z Ntapane. 

 

3. Consideration of the agenda  
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The agenda was amended to include the following items: Arrangements for Youth 

Sectoral Parliament and Appointment of new Section Manager of Committees.  

 

The agenda, as amended, was adopted.   

 

4. Consideration of minutes of meeting of 6 June 2013 

The minutes of 6 June were adopted.   

 

5. Matters arising 

Ms Kubayi indicated that in respect of the Labour Relations Amendment Bill, the 

Committee had indicated that the Bill would be finalised on Tuesday, 18 June and 

requested that the Bill be scheduled for Second Reading debate on Thursday, 20 

June. She reminded the Committee that the three day rule may be suspended in that 

regard.  

 

Ms Kubayi also informed the Committee that she had distributed the programme of the 

Youth Parliament to all parties, except AZAPO, whose representative was not present 

at the time. Mrs Kilian confirmed receipt of the programme and thanked Mr Xaso for 

sorting out the problem of the delivery of daily parliamentary papers in Marks Building.    

 

6. Report by the Committee Section  

Mrs Giba presented a document containing information on the following issues: Bills 

before NA committees, Bills initiated by committees and other matters before 

committees.    

 

Mrs Giba indicated that the Business Interests of Government Employees Bill, a new 

Private Member’s Bill before the Portfolio Committee on Public Service and 

Administration, had not been included in the report of bills before the National 

Assembly.  

 

Both the Ad Hoc Committee on Appointment of the Auditor-General and the Ad Hoc 

Committee on Co-ordinated Oversight on the Legacy of the Native Land Act of 1913 

had provisionally scheduled meetings for 18 and 23 June respectively to elect 

chairpersons.  

 

The Interim Joint Committee on Scrutiny of Delegated Legislation would report on the 

referral of clause 54 of the Protection of State Information Bill in its annual report as 

the Bill had already been passed by both Houses.  The committee was awaiting input 
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from the Standing Committee on Finance on draft regulations on a supply chain 

management system for Parliament, before it can schedule further meetings.  

 

Mrs Kalyan raised a concern that the Committee report had been presented too 

quickly and it was likely that members had missed information on some of the slides 

and urged that in future this be avoided. She asked about the status of the referral of 

the Protection of Traditional Knowledge Bill to the National House of Traditional 

Leaders for comment as the report was due on 2 June. Mrs Giba replied that the Bill’s 

Office had indicated that no submissions had been received yet.  

     

7. Report by Constitutional and Legal Services Office (CLSO)   

Mr Bell reported that six new Bills had been received from the Office of State Law 

Advisor and would be introduced before the commencement of recess.    

   

8. Consideration of draft Parliamentary programme  

Mr Schneemann presented the Parliamentary Programme for the Second Term and 

highlighted the following:   

 

The First Reading debate on the Appropriation Bill, as well as the Consideration of 

Votes and Schedule were scheduled for Tuesday, 18 June. He reminded parties that 

Thursday, 13 June, was the deadline for parties to indicate their positions on all the 

Votes. On Tuesday, 18 June, the Minister of Finance would introduce the Rates and 

Monetary Amounts and Amendment of Revenue Laws Bill and Questions to the 

President were scheduled for Wednesday, 19 June. The Geomatics Professions Bill 

and Africa Institute of South Africa Act Repeal Bill were scheduled for Thursday, 20 

June.  

 

Mr Watson asked why the starting time for Questions to the President was 14:00 on 

Wednesday, 19 June and not 15:00 and why the subject for discussion on the 

National Key Points Act scheduled for 20 June, was not moved up on the programme 

as agreed to at the Chief Whips’ Forum the previous day.  

 

The Chief Whip of the Majority Party indicated that it would be appreciated if members 

were to receive the report before the debate took place and in future, where 

applicable, it would be good practice to wait for a report to be tabled first. He indicated 

that the programme for 20 June was full and suggested that the debate be scheduled 

for the next term when the report would have been submitted by the Minister so that 

members could hold a meaningful debate on the matter of the National Keypoints Act.  

 



 4 

Mrs Kilian indicated that in terms of the programme the subject for discussion would 

take place after midnight and that time would be too late for members to make a 

meaningful contribution in the debate.  

 

Mr Jeffery indicated that in terms of the NA Rules members’ statements take 

precedence and the debate on the Centenary of the Native Land Act of 1913, 

promulgated on 20 June, should follow thereafter. He asked whether the DA could 

consider moving the debate to the beginning of the Third Term. Mr Watson confirmed 

that indeed it was agreed at the Chief Whips’ Forum that the debate on the Centenary 

of the Native Land Act of 1913 would follow immediately after members' statements 

and that the motion on the National Key Points Act would be moved up. He also 

indicated that the DA would consider waiting for the said report to be tabled but that it 

firstly needed to know what the report entailed and what timeframes were involved.  

 

Ms Kubayi explained that she had been advised by the NA Table that the Second 

Reading of the Bills required a quorum and if the Bills were scheduled very late that 

day, there was a likelihoodlikelihood that the required quorum would not be met. She 

clarified that an undertaking was made to look at the matter, but not necessarily to 

move the subject for discussion up on the programme.  

 

Mr Skosana indicated that the IFP supported the proposal by the Chief Whip of the 

Majority Party in principle, but it was not clear what the timeframes were for the 

tabling of the report as it was common understanding that members needed the report 

first before they are able to discuss an issue. 

 

Mr Watson indicated that if the DA could get an undertaking that the report would be 

tabled in time for the debate to take place during the first plenary on 20 August then it 

could be scheduled for that day. Mr Jeffery indicated that it was not clear what the 

timeframes were and an undertaking could not be made on behalf of the Minister as to 

whether and when he would table the report. The Chief Whip of the Majority Party 

undertook to consult with the Minister on the matter. 

 

It was agreed that the subject for discussion would be scheduled for debate on 20 

August and its slot on the programme would be finalised at the Chief Whips’ Forum 

meeting.     

 

Mrs Kalyan asked whether some of the business that was scheduled for Thursday, 20 

June could be moved to Wednesday, 19 June as the House was scheduled to adjourn 

early that day. Ms Kubayi proposed that the sitting for Questions on Wednesday start 
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at 15:00 to allow committees and the multiparty women’s caucus to meet as 

scheduled. It was agreed that the Programming Whips would look at the possibility of 

adjusting the programme in order to move some of the work scheduled for Thursday, 

20 June to Wednesday, 19 June. 

 

Mr Schneemann indicated that the draft programme for the Third Term had been 

distributed and that it was in accordance with the Parliamentary Programme 

Framework that was recently adopted. 

 

9.      Arrangements for Youth Sectoral Parliament 

Ms Makhubela-Mashele indicated that the Youth Sectoral Parliament had been 

scheduled to take place on Thursday, 20 June at False Bay College in Khayelitsha 

and that there would be approximately 450 delegates invited to the event. She added 

that the theme for the Youth Sectoral Parliament was “The Youth at the Centre of 

Economic Opportunities”.   

 

Mr Watson raised a concern that it looked like the chairperson of the steering 

committee had unilaterally changed the date of the event and asked why Khayelitsha 

was chosen as a venue instead of Parliament, as it had always been the case.   

 

Mr Mpontshane said that the IFP had been kept informed of developments and had 

agreed to the change of venue. Mrs Kilian expressed her dissatisfaction in the way the 

event was organised and that if it was allowed to continue, such problems would 

never be resolved.  She said that it was not up to the whim of any other structure to 

change dates and venues beyond what was agreed by Joint Progamme Committe as 

that could negatively impact on the business of Parliament. She added that on 20 

June there would be a long sitting and therefore it would be a challenge to allow 

members of parliament to attend the event in Khayelitsha.   

 

Mrs Kalyan informed the meeting that, according to a DA member serving on the 

Steering Committee, a launch party of the Youth Programme was held on 4 June at a 

cost of R14 400.  The programme also indicated that there would be a Youth Sectoral 

Parliament workshop in the Good Hope Chamber on 19 June at a cost of R680 200 

and travelling would cost R330 000, food R50 000, accommodation R92 600 and 

equipment R100 000. Furthermore, there would be a Youth Sectoral Parliament in the 

Northern Cape and Limpopo.  She said that the DA had asked for criteria used to 

invite the youth and guests to the event and whether the guests came from political 

parties or community based organisations.  
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The Chief Whip of the Majority Party said that the Steering Committee should have 

briefed the Chief Whips’ Forum meeting first and thereafter it could have been advised 

that it should ensure that the arrangements for the Sectoral Parliament observed 

parliamentary processes. If Sectoral Parliaments were to take place without members’  

participation, an impression would be created that Parliament was not serious about 

youth issues. He also indicated that the nature of the event resembled a provincial 

character.  

 

The Speaker indicated that the way the event had been planned would have huge 

financial implications to Parliament and that the Deputy Speaker and Deputy 

Chairperson of the National Council of Provinces were probably not aware of the 

arrangements. He said that he would consult with the Deputy Speaker immediately 

after the meeting about the arrangements and a decision would be communicated to 

all parties as soon as possible.                                           

 

10. Appointment of new Section Manager of Committees 

  

Mr Frolick introduced Mr S Tshabalala who had been recently appointed as the 

Section Manager of Committees. He said that Mr Tshabalala had worked in the 

Legislative Support Services Section for five years and had served as Head of 

Committees in the Gauteng Legislature. Mr Frolick added that he believed Mr 

Tshabalala would add value to the Committee Section. The Chief Whip of the Majority 

Party, on behalf of the Programme Committee, congratulated Mr Tshabalala on his 

appointment.  

 

11. Announcements  

There were no announcements. 

 

12. Closure  

The meeting adjourned at 09:27.  

 


