
 

 

 

 

 

 

   NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 

 

Chairperson:        Committee Secretary:  

Speaker        Andrew Mbanga x 3218 

 

 

    DRAFT MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

    Thursday, 15 August 2013, E249 

 

Present: 

M V Sisulu (Speaker) 

Dlakude, D E  Mfeketo, N C (Deputy Speaker)                       

Frolick, C T                                           Schneemann, G D                                   

Hajaig, F                                          Sizani, P S (Chief Whip of the Majority Party) 

Kalyan, S V                      Watson, A (Chief Whip of the Opposition) 

Kilian, J D                       

 

Staff in attendance: 

 

M Xaso (NA Table), W T Matidze (Constitutional and Legal Services Office) and S 

Tshabalala (Committees). 

 

1. Opening  

The Speaker opened the meeting at 08:40. 

 

2. Apologies  

Apologies were tendered on behalf of Messrs J H van der Merwe and S Z Ntapane.    

 

3. Consideration of the agenda  

The agenda was adopted as proposed. 
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4. Consideration of minutes of meeting of 13 June 2013 

The minutes of 13 June were adopted.   

 

5. Matters arising 

 

Mrs Kalyan reminded the Committee that at its meeting on 13 June, it agreed that the 

DA motion on the National Key Points Act would be scheduled for Tuesday, 20 

August. She said that the former Chief Whip of the Majority Party had undertaken to 

obtain the report on the matter from the Minister of Police and make it available prior 

to the debate. However, the scheduling of the debate and the availability of the report 

were separate issues and therefore the debate should not be postponed further. Mr 

Frolick reminded the Committee that the matter was considered at the meeting of the 

Chief Whips’ Forum the previous day and the Chief Whip of the Majority Party had 

indicated that he needed more time to familiarise himself with it.   

 

6. Report by the Committee Section  

Mr Tshabalala presented a document containing information on the following issues: 

Bills before NA committees, Bills initiated by committees and other matters before 

committees.    

 

In the course of the presentation, Mrs Kilian indicated that it was difficult to follow 

certain slides presented as they contained additional information not included in the 

report distributed the previous day. She said that in the past she had proposed that a 

certain cut-off time for distribution of documents be implemented. She therefore 

proposed that the copies of the latest report be first made available to  members 

before the presentation could proceed. The Chief Whip of the Majority Party proposed 

that the presentation should continue and that copies containing the additional 

information be made available at a later stage.  

 

Mr Tshabalala apologised for the incomplete report distributed the previous day and 

indicated that the additional information related to new referrals on slides 39 and 40 

and the correction of the name of the committee on slide 29. Mr Frolick added that the 

report was meant to ensure that the Committee was kept up-to-date as requested in 

the past and that a cut-off time for submission of updates on matters before 

committees would be considered. The Chief Whip of the Opposition suggested that 

additional information be put on different slides and be accordingly indicated. The 

Speaker added that the concerns raised were valid and advised that the report 

presented should not differ with the one distributed to members.  
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The Speaker further expressed concerns about the 33 bills that were still to be 

processed by committees and urged them to prioritise legislation as there was a 

limited number of sitting days left before the end of the annual session. He also 

indicated that Parliament would communicate with the Leader of Government 

Business to indicate which bills should be prioritised. He added that Fridays should 

also be considered for plenaries. Mr Frolick said that in terms of the programme, 

committees were scheduled to sit for few days, and recommended that the issue of 

prioritising legislation be also raised with the office of the Chief Whip of the Majority 

Party. It was agreed that a solution to the matter should be sought urgently and an 

update presented at the next meeting of the Committee. 

 

The Speaker announced that Ms Vanessa Calvert would be leaving Parliament at the 

end of August. He thanked her for her services in Parliament and congratulated her on 

her new appointment and requested that the message be conveyed to her.   

 

In response to an enquiry by Mrs Kalyan as to what would happen to the report of the 

Portfolio Committee on Home Affairs on the Electoral Amendment Bill, Mr Xaso 

explained that the report would be considered by the House the following week.   

     

7. Report by Constitutional and Legal Services Office (CLSO)  

Mr Matidze reported that, apart from the report on the Electoral Amendment Bill, a 

private members’ bill, six Bills were on the Order Paper for Second Reading and 33 

Bills were before NA committees. Mrs Kilian echoed the Speaker’s sentiments that 

there was a need for prioritisation of legislation and that it would be very helpful if Mr 

Frolick could indicate how the process would unfold and how committees could 

actively approach the matter. Mr Frolick replied that the matter essentially involved the 

Leader of Government Business as the bulk of legislation was submitted by that office.  

 

8. Consideration of draft Parliamentary programme  

Mr Schneemann presented the Parliamentary Programme for the Second Term as 

follows: 

 

In addition to the condolence motion for the late former chief justice Pius Langa and 

Members’ statements, the House would also process the Labour Relations 

Amendment Bill, Special Economic Zones Bill and Protection of Personal Information 

Bill, Banks Amendment Bill, Rates and Monetary Amounts and Amendment of 

Revenue Laws Bill on Tuesday, 20 August. The report on complaints against former 

Minister D D Pule would also be dealt with on that day.  
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On Wednesday, 21 August, the plenary would start at 14:00 with a debate on the 

National Women’s Day.  Questions to the Deputy President and Cluster 1: Peace and 

Security would follow immediately thereafter.  

 

The condolence motions for Mr N M Kganyago and former Deputy Minister J 

Swanson-Jacobs, the Second Reading debate on Criminal Law (Forensic Procedures) 

Amendment Bill as well as committee reports were scheduled for Thursday, 22 

August. 

 

The Joint Sitting on Heritage Day was scheduled for Tuesday, 10 September;   

Questions to Cluster 2: Social Services for Wednesday, 11 September and the week 

of 16 – 20 September was reserved for committees/oversight. 

 

Mrs Hajaig requested that the SA-EU Oversight Workshop be reflected on the 

programme for 9 September. The Speaker urged that items that needed to be placed 

on the programme should at least first be referred to the Chief Whips’ Forum for 

processing. 

 

The Chief Whip of the Opposition indicated that notwithstanding the agreement by the 

Programme Committee at the meeting of 13 June, that the motion on the National Key 

Points Act be scheduled for 20 August, the motion had not been reflected on the draft 

programme. He proposed that the debate be scheduled for Thursday, 22 August. The 

Chief Whip of the Majority Party said that he had made a commitment to follow-up on 

the availability of the report commissioned by the Minister, however he could not get 

hold of the previous Chief Whip, Dr M S Motshekga, and the Minister of Police was 

attending a Cabinet Lekgotla.  

 

He further indicated that he could not make a commitment that the report would be 

made available. The Chief Whip of the Opposition indicated that the Committee had 

made a commitment that the debate would be scheduled even if the report was not 

available by 20 August.   

 

The Chief Whip of the Majority Party indicated that it was unfortunate that such an 

agreement could have been reached, but could not understand why the report should 

not be part of the debate. He said that he would continue to check on the availability 

of the report and advise if it would be possible to schedule the debate immediately. 

Mrs Kilian said that the fact that the motion would not be scheduled soon was not 

acceptable as the forthcoming sittings would be dominated by legislation and to 
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prescribe that reports should first be made available in order to conduct political 

debates would be a bad precedent.  

 

The Deputy Speaker expressed concern that it was becoming a trend that the 

Programme Committee would be asked to take decisions on matters that the Chief 

Whips’ Forum could not agree on, and proposed that the matter be referred back to 

that forum for further discussion. Mrs Kilian indicated that although the Forum 

deliberated on issues, ultimately the NAPC should assist in reaching consensus. The 

Speaker indicated that there was an agreement that the debate on the motion be 

scheduled and that the report, if available, would assist the debate. It was indicated 

that the Chief Whip of the Majority Party and the Chief Whip of the Opposition would 

discuss the matter further.   

 

Mrs Kalyan asked why the Ad Hoc Committee to Exercise Co-ordinated Oversight on 

the Legacy of the Native Land Act of 1913 had scheduled a briefing for Monday, 19 

August, a constituency day.  Mr Frolick replied that that was a draft programme of the 

committee and it was still being further processed. The Chief Whip of the Majority 

Party explained that there had been attempts to brief the new chairperson of that 

committee but that had not happened due to recess. 

 

9. Announcements  

The Speaker announced that Ms M T Kubayi had been appointed as Parliamentary 

Counsellor to the Deputy President. Mr P S Sizani and Ms D E Dlakude had been 

appointed as Chief Whip of the Majority Party and Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority 

Party, respectively. 

 

It was agreed that the NAPC would not meet the following week. 

 

10. Closure  

The meeting adjourned at 09:48.  


