
 
 

 

 

   NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PROGRAMME COMMITTEE   

  

Chairperson:        Committee Secretary:  

Speaker of the National Assembly     A Mbanga x 3218 

 

DRAFT MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

    Thursday, 27 February 2020, E249 

Present: 

T R Modise (Speaker) 

 Tsenoli, S L (Deputy Speaker)  Pilane-Majake, Dr M C C (Programming 

 Whip) 

 Majodina, P C P (Chief Whip of the 

 Majority Party) 

 Lesoma, R M M 

 Dlakude, D E (Deputy Chief Whip of the  

 Majority Party) 

 Mulder, Dr C P   

 Boroto, M G (House Chairperson)  Wessels, W W  

 Frolick, C T (House Chairperson)  Singh, N  

 Papo, A H M (Parliamentary  

 Counsellor to the Deputy President) 

 Kwankwa, L N S 

 Julius, J W W  Koornhof, Dr G W (Parliamentary 

 Counsellor to the President)  

 Mazzone, N W A (Chief Whip of the 

 Opposition) 

 Ntshayisa, L M 

 Mkhaliphi, H O  Mente, N V 

 

Staff in attendance: 

Mr M Xaso (Secretary to the National Assembly), Dr T Ganyaza-Twalo (Committees), Adv 

C R van der Merwe and Ms T Mtyobile (Constitutional and Legal Services Office). 

 

1.  Opening  

 
The Speaker opened the meeting at 08:30 and welcomed all present.   
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2. Apologies 

 
An apology from Mr S N Swart was received. 

 

3. Consideration of draft agenda 

 
The draft agenda was accepted, as proposed. 

 

4.    Consideration of minutes of meeting of 20 February 2020 

 
On the proposal of Chief Whip of the Majority Party, seconded by Chief Whip of the 

Opposition, the minutes of 20 February were adopted. 

 

5.   Matters arising 

 
The Chief Whip of the Opposition raised the matter of Bills sent to the President for 

assent.  Mr Xaso indicated that correspondence had been addressed to the Leader of 

Government in which the Speaker requested a list of priority legislation and an 

engagement on Bills sent for assent.  

 
Mr Singh enquired as to whether the attendance of parties not represented on the Ad 

Hoc Committee to amend Section 25 of the Constitution had been finalised.  House 

Chairperson Mr Frolick indicated that the committee had split itself into different groups, 

parties who did not have permanent members would have to decide which of the two 

groups they were joining.  The Chief Whip of the Opposition expressed concern that the 

travelling arrangements for the Group B delegation had not yet been finalised.  House 

Chairperson Mr Frolick agreed to look into the matter further.  

   

6.   Report by Committee Section 

 
Dr Ganyaza-Twalo presented a report on matters before committees, highlighting where 

there had been progress since the last meeting: 

 

 The Portfolio Committee on Justice and Correctional Services intended to finalise the 

Treaty between Republic of South Africa and the Republic of Bangladesh on 

Extradition and Explanatory Memorandum to the Treaty between Republic of South 

Africa and the Republic of Bangladesh on Extradition and Treaty between the Republic 

of South Africa and Republic of Bangladesh on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal 

Matters on 3 March. 
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 The Portfolio Committee on Transport intended to hold hearings on the Civil Aviation 

Amendment Bill on 4 March.  

 

Dr Ganyaza-Twalo also reported in respect of statutory appointments before committees, 

that the Portfolio Committee on Justice and Correctional Services had advertised for a 

candidate as a part-time member of the Information Regulator and shortlisting was 

scheduled for 17 March.  The Portfolio Committee on Women, Youth and People with 

Disabilities would be having a briefing from 14 – 17 April on filling of vacancies in the 

National Youth Development Agency.  

Mr Singh expressed concern that the dates to hold interviews by the subcommittee 

dealing with the appointment of the Director of the Parliamentary Budget Office were not 

available.  He requested that the Programme Committee be provided with definite dates 

in its next meeting. 

Ms Mente raised a concern on the process conducted by the 5th Parliament to look into 

the repeal of apartheid legislation.  House Chairperson Mr Frolick informed the 

committee that there was work done by Legal Services which identified all the laws to be 

repealed and that the committee legacy reports should also carry some of this 

information.  The administration, in consultation with the Office of House Chairperson of 

Committees, would look into how the matter could be taken forward by the 6 th 

Parliament.  

 
Ms Mkhaliphi requested that more information be provided in the report on the petitions 

referred to the Portfolio Committee on Cooperative Government and Traditional Affairs on 

17 and 19 September 2019 namely (1) petition from the residents of Alberton calling for 

Assembly investigate public participation and legislative compliance in the proposed 

housing development in Alberton and (2) petition from the residents of Germiston calling 

on the Assembly to investigate numerous power outages.  Dr Ganyaza-Twalo indicated 

that the Committee had not yet developed its programme to process the petitions. The 

Speaker emphasised that petitions were usually the last resort from communities and 

should be taken seriously.  She requested that action be taken on all petitions that had 

been referred. 

 
7.   Report by Bills Office 

 
Ms Mtyobile reported that there were four Bills on the National Assembly Order Paper for 

consideration.  The Division of Revenue Bill and Appropriation Bill had been introduced 

on 26 February during the Budget Speech. 
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8. Report on Constitutional Court deadlines 

 
Adv Van der Merwe presented a report on Constitutional Court deadlines as follows: 

 

 The Legal Services had, in respect of the matter of the Centre for Child Law which 

affects the Criminal Procedure Act, confirmed with the Department of Justice and 

Correctional Services that the Bill dealing with this matter was finalised and would be 

submitted to Cabinet in March 2020 and expected that it would be introduced during 

April. 

 The Portfolio Committee on Justice and Correctional Services had requested the 

Minister to brief the committee on the progress made on the matter dealing with 

Phaahla and Correctional Services Act.   

 The Upgrading of Land Tenure Rights Bill had been published in the Announcements, 

Tablings and Committee Report in terms of Joint Rule 159.  The Bill had been 

approved by Cabinet and the department advised the committee that there were 

discussions with the State Attorney regarding the extension of the April 2020 deadline. 

 The Department of Justice and Correctional Services had confirmed that a draft Bill on 

Drugs and Drug Trafficking Act had been sent to all departments that were affected 

and that it expected to receive comments by 31 January 2020.   

 

9.  Consideration of draft Parliamentary programme 

 
The Programming Whip presented the draft Parliamentary Programme for the First Term.  

She indicated that the President was not available to answer questions on Thursday, 5 

March and had indicated that he would be available for two sessions in the next term.  

Political parties had been consulted on the matter. 

 
The Programming Whip also indicated that a request for a statement on the state of 

readiness for the 2020 academic year had been received from the Minister of Higher 

Education, Science and Technology.  After deliberations it was AGREED that the 

sequence provided for in the rules should be followed to ensure that Members 

Statements are taken first before a ministerial statement on 3 March. 

 
It was AGREED that, in view of the rescheduling of questions to the President, the 

debate on the Coronavirus and South Africa’s readiness to deal with it be considered for 

5 March.  It was also AGREED that a member’s motion, as per the sequence of rotation, 

be also scheduled for that day.  The topic for the debate would be sent to political parties 

as soon as possible.   
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The Chief Whip of the Opposition expressed concern on the unavailability of Ministers to 

respond to Members’ Statements earlier in the week.  Mr Singh added that the Rules of 

the Assembly had been specifically amended to ensure that Members’ Statements were 

taken at the beginning of a sitting to address the concerns raised that Ministers should 

be available to respond to these statements.  

 

In response to concerns around the behaviour of police on the precincts and at the 

parliamentary villages, the Speaker indicated that the Powers Privileges and Immunities of 

Parliament Act vested control for the precinct in the Speaker and the Chairperson of the 

Council, and that she would attend to the complaints of members.   

 

10.  Announcements 

There were no announcements.  

 

11.  Closure 

 
The meeting adjourned at 09:24. 


