
 
 

 

 

   NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 

  

Chairperson:        Committee Secretary:  

Speaker of the National Assembly     A Mbanga x 3218 

 

DRAFT MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

    Thursday, 31 October 2019, E249 

Present: 

S L Tsenoli (Deputy Speaker) 

  Bongo, B T   Ngwezi, X 

  Boroto, M G (House Chairperson)   Ntombela, M L D (House Chairperson) 

  Dlakude, D E (Deputy Chief Whip of the  

  Majority Party) 

  Pilane-Majake, Dr M C C (Programming 

  Whip) 

  Julius, J W W   Singh, N 

  Koornhof, Dr G W (Parliamentary 

  Counsellor to the President) 

  Swart, N 

  Mazzone, N W A   Wessels, W W 

  Mente, N V     

 

Staff in attendance: 

Messrs M Xaso (Secretary to the National Assembly) and C Mahlangu (NA Table), Dr T 

Ganyaza-Twalo (Committees), Ms T Mtyobile and Adv C R Van der Merwe (Constitutional 

and Legal Services Office). 

 

1.  Opening  

The Deputy Speaker opened the meeting at 08:32 and welcomed all present.   

 

2. Apologies 

Apologies were tendered on behalf of the Speaker Ms T R Modise, the Chief Whip of the 

Majority Party Ms P C P Majodina, House Chairperson Mr C T Frolick, Ms R M M Lesoma 

and Dr C P Mulder. 

 

3. Consideration of draft agenda 

The draft agenda was adopted as proposed. 
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4.    Consideration of minutes of meeting of 24 October 2019 

On the proposal of the Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority Party, supported by Mr Singh, 

the minutes of 24 October were adopted with an amendment on page 2 to reflect that the 

Deputy Speaker requested that the timelines provided by the Constitutional Court should 

be examined and that if there was evidence that they were inadequate, that this should 

be communicated through the relevant channels.   

 

5.   Matters arising 

There were no matters arising. 

 

6.   Report by Committee Section 

Dr Ganyaza-Twalo presented a report on matters before committees. She indicated that 

the Portfolio Committee on Justice and Correctional Services had finalised the Promotion of 

Access to Information Amendment Bill, which has a Constitutional Court deadline, and that the 

Portfolio Committee on Public Service and Administration was conducting interviews for filling 

of a vacancy in the Public Service Commission. 

 

Dr Ganyaza-Twalo also advised that the Portfolio Committee on Mineral Resources and 

Energy, had yet to finalise a programme for the Independent Electricity Management 

Operator Bill which had recently been introduced. 

 

7.   Report by Bills Office 

Ms Mtyobile presented a report on Bills and indicated that the following Bills had been 

tabled and introduced by the Minister of Finance during the Medium Term Budget Policy 

Statement the previous day: 

 

 Adjustments Appropriation Bill, 

 Division of Revenue Amendment Bill, 

 Rates and Monetary Amounts and Amendment of Revenue Laws Bill,  

 Taxation Laws Amendment Bill; and  

 Tax Administration Laws Amendment Bill  

 

Twenty-two Bills, including bills that were revived by the House on 29 October were 

before committees in the Assembly.  Eight Bills were revived by both the National 

Assembly and the National Council of Provinces and were before committees of the 

Council.  
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Adv Van der Merwe also presented a report on research done by Legal and 

Constitutional Services on possible reasons why bills were not being concluded within 

the timeframes stipulated by the Constitutional Court.  She provided a statistical 

overview dating back from the 5th Parliament and indicated that, out of 18 judgments 16 

orders had been suspended.  She cited policy development, processes of the executive 

arm of government and the programme of Parliament as challenges that were generally 

experienced.  It was stressed that there was a need for parliamentary committees 

support staff to ensure that legislation that had a Constitutional Court deadline was 

consistently kept on the parliamentary committees ’ agenda and programme for progress 

updates.    

 

Mr Swart indicated that he had also raised the matter with the Chief Justice and indicated 

that it would assist if Presiding Officers could also share the challenges experienced by 

Parliament with the Chief Justice. Mr Singh added that, ordinarily, the practice of 

requesting an extension should be done on an ad hoc basis when there was a particular 

challenge of meeting a deadline due to the nature of a particular piece of legislation.  The 

Deputy Speaker indicated that the report served a useful purpose of examining 

Parliament’s relationship with the Constitutional Court  and the processes that had to be 

undertaken before a bill could become law.  He requested Legal Services to provide a 

summarised narrative version of the report for further engagement in relevant forums. 

 

8.  Consideration of draft Parliamentary programme 

The Programming Whip presented the draft programme for the Third Term and 

highlighted the following: 

 

Budgetary Review and Recommendation Reports (BRRRs) were scheduled for consideration 

on 5 and 6 November.  Consideration of the report for approval of the Economic Partnership 

Agreement between the Southern African Customs Union Member States and Mozambique, 

and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Island was also scheduled for 

Wednesday, 6 November. 

 

Motions from the ANC and IFP on ‘Advancing the African Union Agenda 2063 within the 

context of the twin pillars of economic development and security ’ and ‘South Africa’s 

deepening water crisis: Challenges and solutions for a water-scarce country’, 

respectively were scheduled for debate in the mini-plenaries on Thursday, 7 November.  

Committee reports were also scheduled for consideration in those mini-plenaries. 
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The condolence motion for the former President of Zimbabwe, Mr Robert Mugabe, was 

scheduled for 12 November. 

 

The Deputy Speaker informed the meeting that The Presidency had advised that the 

Joint Sitting on the President’s State-of-the-nation Address would be on 13 February 

2020 at 19:00.   

 

Mr Mahlangu indicated that the Chief Whips’ Forum had recommended that, for the purposes 

of conducting debates in the mini-plenaries, a motion on suspension of Assembly Rule 53 

would be brought to the House the following week.  Suspension of this rule would allow for the 

use of speakers’ lists in mini-plenary sessions.  Furthermore, he said that a motion would also 

be brought to provide that when matters, already debated in a mini-plenary, were before the 

Assembly for decision that the time for declarations on such matters would be limited to two 

minutes per party.  

 

9.  Announcements 

There were no announcements.  

 

10.  Closure 

The meeting adjourned at 09:08. 


