
 
 

 

 

   NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 

  

Chairperson:        Committee Secretary:  

Speaker of the National Assembly     A Mbanga x 3218 

 

DRAFT MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

    Thursday, 5 September 2019, E249 

Present: 

T R Modise (Speaker) 

  Boroto, M G (House Chairperson)   Ntombela, M L D (House Chairperson) 

  Frolick, C T (House Chairperson)   Ntshayisa, L M 

  Kwankwa, N L S    Papo, A H M (Parliamentary Counsellor to 

  the Deputy President) 

  Lesoma, R M M   Pilane-Majake, Dr M C C (Programming 

  Whip) 

  Majodina, P C P (Chief Whip of the 

  Majority Party) 

  Singh, N 

 

  Mente, N V 

 

  Steenhuisen, J H (Chief Whip of the  

  Opposition) 

  Mkhaliphi, H O   Wessels, W W 

  Mulder, Dr C P     

 

Staff in attendance: 

Ms P N Tyawa (Acting Secretary to Parliament), Mr M Xaso (Secretary to the National 

Assembly), Dr T Ganyaza-Twalo (Committees), Adv C R van der Merwe and Ms T 

Mtyobile (Constitutional and Legal Services Office). 

 

1.  Opening  

The Speaker opened the meeting at 08:31 and welcomed all present.   

 

2. Apologies 

Apologies were tendered on behalf of Ms D E Dlakude (Deputy Chief Whip of the 

Majority Party), Dr G W Koornhof (Parliamentary Counsellor to the President) and 

Messrs J W W Julius, X Ngwezi, S N Swart and A M Shaik Emam. 
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3. Consideration of draft agenda 

The draft agenda was adopted as proposed. 

 

4.    Consideration of minutes of meeting of 22 August 2019 

On the proposal of Mr Singh, supported by the Chief Whip of the Majority Party, the 

minutes of 22 August were adopted. 

 

5.   Matters arising 

The Chief Whip of the Opposition enquired as to when the National Assembly Rules 

Committee (NARC) would meet in order to consider the procedures relating to the 

removal from office of an office bearer provided for in Chapter 9 of the Constitution.  It 

was indicated that the Portfolio Committee on Justice and Correctional Services had 

agreed that the matter was urgent.  The Speaker stated that the NARC was scheduled to 

meet on Tuesday, 10 September.   

 

6.   Report by Committee Section 

Dr Ganyaza-Twalo presented a report on matters before committees.  She indicated that 

the Portfolio Committee on Communications had resolved to place advertisements calling for 

the nomination of candidates to fill a vacancy in the Council of the Independent 

Communications Authority of South Africa (Icasa) and for four vacancies that would arise on 6 

April 2020.  The Portfolio Committee on Public Service and Administration also intended to 

finalise the filling of a vacancy in the Public Service Commission by 30 October. 

 

Dr Ganyaza-Twalo also presented an outline of timeframes for consideration of 

legislation accompanying the Medium Term Budget Policy Statement, scheduled for 

introduction on 23 October. 

 

The Speaker clarified that, in addition to the correspondence from the Chief Whip of the 

Opposition on the process relating to the inquiry into the fitness to hold office by the Public 

Protector she had also written to the Portfolio Committee on Justice and Correctional 

Services regarding matters of process. 

 

7.   Report by Bills Office 

Ms Mtyobile presented a report on Bills and advised that the Recognition of Customary 

Marriages Amendment Bill, which has a Constitutional Court deadline, had been recently 

introduced.  Adv Van der Merwe also presented a report on legislation that had 

Constitutional Court deadlines as follows: 
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(a) Upgrading of Land Tenure Rights Act 112 of 1991 – section 25A; Land Affairs General  

Amendment Act 61 of 1998 – section 1 

An opinion on the judgment was being prepared for the Chairperson of the Portfolio 

Committee on Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development.  The Department had 

indicated that it would draft amendments that would address the findings in the Rahube 

judgment.   

(b) Upgrading of Land Tenure Rights Act, 1991 (Act No. 112 of 1991) - section 2(1) 

The Department would introduce the amendment Bill towards the end of October 2019.  Legal 

Services had expressed concern about whether this would allow sufficient time for both 

Houses to consider the Bill as the issues involved were complex.  The Portfolio Committee 

recommended that the Department approach the Constitutional Court in time for a request to 

extend the deadline.  The Department had indicated that the two matters would be addressed 

in the same Bill. 

(c) Correctional Services Act 111 of 1998, Section 136(1) 

A query had been sent to the Department to ascertain steps it intended to take.  A legal 

opinion had also been forwarded to the Chairperson of Portfolio Committee on Justice and 

Correctional Services. 

(d) Promotion of Access to Information Act 2 of 2000 

The Portfolio Committee on Justice was considering a Committee Bill. 

Mrs Mkhaliphi enquired about the revival of legislation that lapsed at the end of the 5th 

Parliament.  Mr Xaso indicated that the Leader of Government Business had sent a letter 

advising which legislation should be revived and that the matter was being processed. An 

indication of which stage the various pieces of legislation were when they lapsed would 

also be made available.  The Chief Whip of the Opposition indicated that such a list 

would greatly assist discussions on this matter.   

 

8.  Consideration of draft Parliamentary programme 

The Programming Whip presented the draft programme for the Second Term and 

highlighted the following: 

 

 A motion from the DA was scheduled for Tuesday, 10 September and questions to the 

Social Services cluster were scheduled for Wednesday, 11 September.  It was AGREED 

that there would be no sitting on 12 September due to the Parliament Strategy Planning 

Session scheduled for 12 – 13 September.   
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It was AGREED that motions and Members’ statements would not be scheduled for 19 

September.  It was further AGREED that a debate on “the recent incidents of violence 

and criminality in the country, including those affecting foreign nationals ” as a matter of 

urgent national public importance, as requested by the IFP, would be scheduled on 

Tuesday, 10 September.   

 

The Chief Whip of the Opposition conveyed his appreciation for the re-scheduling of 

Members’ statements that afternoon which had stood over from 3 September, but 

stressed that the absence of Ministers was a matter of ongoing concern.  The Speaker 

advised that a letter had been sent to the Office of the Leader of Government Business in 

this regard and an indication had been received that the matter would be considered by 

the Executive.   

 

9.  Announcements 

The Chief Whip of the Opposition requested the Speaker to consider convening a 

meeting with the whippery to discuss a variety of issues affecting the institution.  The 

Speaker indicated that this matter was in the process of being scheduled and that it 

would be ideal to also meet with party leaders.   

 

10.  Closure 

The meeting adjourned at 08:56. 


