
 
 

 

 

   NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 

  

Chairperson:        Committee Secretary:  

Speaker of the National Assembly     A Mbanga x 3218 

 

DRAFT MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

    Thursday, 11 July 2019, E249 at 08:30 

 

Present: 

T R Modise (Speaker) 

  Bongo, B T   Ntombela, M L D (House Chairperson) 

  Boroto, M G (House Chairperson)    Ntshayisa, L M 

  Dlakude, D E (Deputy Chief Whip of the  

  Majority Party) 

  Pilane-Majake, Dr M C C (Programming 

  Whip) 

  Frolick, C T (House Chairperson)   Singh, N 

  Julius, J W W   Steenhuisen, J H (Chief Whip of the  

  Opposition) 

  Majodina, P C P (Chief Whip of the  

  Majority Party) 

  Swart, S N 

 

  Mazzone, N W A   Tsenoli, S L (Deputy Speaker) 

  Mulder, Dr C P   Wessels, W W 

 

Staff in attendance: 

Mr M Xaso (Secretary to the National Assembly), Dr T Ganyaza-Twalo (Committees), Adv 

Z Adhikarie and Mr N Bell (Constitutional and Legal Services Office). 

 

1.  Opening remarks 

The Speaker opened the meeting and welcomed all present.   

 

2. Apologies 

Apologies were tendered on behalf of Dr G W Koornhof (Parliamentary Counsellor to the 

President) and Mr X Ngwezi. 
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3. Consideration of draft agenda 

The draft agenda was adopted as proposed. 

 

4.    Consideration of minutes of meeting of 4 July 2019 

On the proposal of the Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority Party, seconded by the Chief 

Whip of the Opposition, the minutes of 4 July were adopted. 

 

5.   Matters arising 

With regard to the screening of members nominated to serve on the ad hoc committee on 

Vote No 7: National Treasury (State Security),  the Chief Whip of the Majority reported 

that the Minister of State Security had been approached and that the process of 

screening of the members was underway.  

 

6.   Report by Committee Section 

Dr Ganyaza-Twalo reported that the processing of the Appropriation Bill was on 

schedule.   

She also reported that the Portfolio Committee on Justice and Correctional Services had 

been briefed by Parliamentary Legal Services on the referral of the ‘Removal of 

Advocates N Jiba and L S Mrwebi from their positions in the National Prosecuting 

Authority in terms of the National Prosecuting Authority Act’. 

 
The Chief Whip of the Opposition sought clarity on the role of Parliament in the matter as 

his understanding was that the institution should not conduct its own inquiry.  Adv 

Adhikarie explained that the role of Parliament in the matter would be in line with its 

oversight role and it would therefore need to confirm or not confirm the decision of the 

President on removal from office of Advocates Jiba and Mrwebi. Mr Swart added that it 

was in terms of the National Prosecuting Authority Act that the decision of the President 

was referred to Parliament and it was not intended to be a reopening of the inquiry that 

had already been concluded.  

  

7.   Report by Bills Office 

Mr Bell advised that the report on legislation had been distributed.  The Chief Whip of the 

Opposition asked whether there was an indication from the Office of Leader of 

Government Business on which legislation would be revived.  The Deputy Chief Whip of 

the Majority Party indicated that the matter would be followed up. 

 
The Chief Whip of the Opposition requested that the meeting be furnished with a legal 

opinion in regard to the stage at which Bills could be revived.  He said that there were 

also differing views on where a Bill, that had been initiated in the National Assembly, but 
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had been transferred to the National Council of Provinces, could be revived.  Mr Singh 

indicated that he was interested in how to proceed with a private member’s bill which had 

been gazetted, but not considered by a committee. In this regard he cited the example of 

the National Health Amendment Bill. 

 

8.  Consideration of draft Parliamentary programme 

The Programming Whip presented the draft programme for the First Term and highlighted 

the following: 

 
Mini-plenaries on Budget Votes were continuing until 18 July, with the Budget Vote debate on 

State Security scheduled for that day.  

The Vote 2: Parliament was scheduled for debate on Tuesday, 16 July. 

Vote 1: The Presidency as well as the reply by the President were scheduled for 17 and 18 

July, respectively. 

Questions to the Deputy President were scheduled for 25 July.  The Deputy Chief Whip of the 

Majority Party advised that parties would be consulted on the type of business that could be 

considered in the sitting of 24 July, which had been provisionally scheduled. 

House Chairperson Mr Frolick explained that, due to the number of budget vote debates, 

committees were not scheduled to meet unless they had made a request to meet. The 

Programming Whip informed the meeting of the global time of 250 minutes for Vote 1: The 

Presidency which was divided as follows: 

Deputy President 30 minutes and Ministers 50 minutes, ANC 84 minutes, DA 31 minutes, EFF 

16 minutes, IFP and FF Plus 6 minutes each and other parties 3 minutes each. 

She also advised that the global time for Vote 2: Parliament was proposed for 205 minutes.  

The Chief Whip of the Opposition, seconded by Dr Mulder, proposed that the time for 

Parliament’s budget vote be reduced to the same allocation as other budget votes.  It was 

AGREED that the time would be revised in accordance with the other budget votes and that 

the votes scheduled thereafter would be scheduled to sit earlier. 

Mr Ntshayisa asserted that the three minutes allocated to other parties were not enough and 

needed to be reconsidered.  The Chief Whip of the Majority Party, however, stated that party 

strengths were based on the election results and that some parties were provided with more 

time than they would be entitled to if strict proportionality were to be applied.  Dr Mulder, 

however, argued that in cases involving the participation of the President, it had been practice 

in the past to give smaller parties additional time as these debates were allocated more time 

globally than others.   
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It was AGREED that the matter of time allocation for debates would be referred to the Chief 

Whips’ Forum for consideration.   

 

9.  Announcements 

The Speaker reminded the meeting that the meeting of the Joint Programme Committee 

would follow at 09:00. 

 
House Chairperson Ms Boroto appealed to the whippery that they should advise their 

members to vacate the Capital Mirage Hotel in the timeframes provided as they had been 

allocated houses in the Parliamentary villages.  

 

10.  Closure 

The meeting adjourned at 08:58. 


