
 
 

 

 

   NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 

  

Chairperson:        Committee Secretary:  

Speaker        A Mbanga x 3218 

 

DRAFT MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

    Thursday, 6 June 2019, E249 at 09:00 

 

Present: 

T R Modise (Speaker) 

  August, S N    Mazzone, N W A 

  Bongo, B T    Mente, N V 

  Boroto, M G   Mkhaliphi, H O 

  Dikgale, M C   Mokwele, T J 

  Dlakude, D E (Deputy Chief Whip of the  

  Majority Party) 

  Mulder, Dr C P  

  Frolick, C T   Shivambu, F N 

  Hendricks, M G E   Sibisi, C H M 

  Julius, J W W   Singh, N 

  Koornhof, Dr G W   Steenhuisen, J H (Chief Whip of the Opposition) 

  Kwankwa, N L S   Swart, S N 

  Lesoma, R M M   Tsenoli, S L (Deputy Speaker) 

  Madisha, M W    Van der Merwe, L L 

  Majodina, P C (Chief Whip of the Majority  

  Party)  

  Zungula, V 

  Mashabela, M R    

 

Staff in attendance: 

Ms P N Tyawa (Acting Secretary to Parliament), Mr M Xaso (Secretary to the National 

Assembly) and T Lyons (NA Table). 

 

1.  Opening remarks 

The Speaker opened the meeting and welcomed all present.   
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2. Apologies 

There were no apologies tendered.      

 

3. Consideration of draft agenda 

The draft agenda was adopted as proposed. 

 

4.  Consideration of draft Parliamentary programme 

The Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority Party presented the draft programme for the First 

Term and highlighted the following: 

 
Information sessions for Members were scheduled for the week of 11 – 14 June and committee 

meetings were proposed for the week of 2 – 5 July.  The first sitting of the National Assembly was 

proposed for 27 June in order to consider, amongst other matters: 

 Election of House Chairpersons 

 Election of Members of Pan-African Parliament  

 Designation of Representatives of Parliament in the Southern African 

Development Community Parliamentary Forum  

 Designation of Members to the Judicial Service Commission  

 Designation of Members to the Magistrates Commission 

 Announcement of Chief Whips and Counsellor to the President  

 

The period of 10 - 17 July was reserved for Mini-Plenaries on Budget Votes.  The debate on Vote 

2: Parliament was proposed for 16 July and the debate on Vote 1: The Presidency was proposed 

for 17 July, with the reply by the President on 18 July.  Consideration of Votes and Schedule to the 

Appropriation Bill as well as consideration of the Bill was proposed for 23 July. 

It was agreed that the Joint Sitting on the State-of-the-nation Address (SONA), as advised by the 

President, would be scheduled for Thursday, 20 June.  The debate on the President’s Address was 

scheduled for 25 June, with the reply by the President on 26 June. 

A Constituency Period was proposed to commence from 29 July. 

Dr Mulder indicated that questions to the President were not scheduled.  The Chief Whip of the 

Opposition noted that the President would be in attendance for both the debates on SONA as well 

as on Vote 1: The Presidency and suggested that a suitable date be identified for the Deputy 

President to answer questions.  The Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority Party explained that the 

necessary consultations would be taking place on the matter and a report would be made available 

in the next meeting.   

 



 3 

Mr Singh proposed that the starting times for the Chief Whips’ Forum (CWF) on 10 and 17 July be 

at 09:00 in order for Members to attend Budget Vote debates that were starting at 10:00.  He also 

suggested that the Good Hope Chamber be also considered as an additional venue for Budget 

Vote debates.  The Chief Whip of the Opposition indicated that it would be difficult for parties to 

participate in a meaningful way if a fourth Budget Vote debate were to be scheduled in addition to 

the three per slot proposed in the programme.   

 

Mr Shivambu indicated that he expected that a report on legislation before committees would be 

presented.  He asked for an update on how the number of private members’ bills that were 

previously submitted would be processed.  Mr Xaso advised that a list of all the items that lapsed 

at the end of the Fifth Parliament would be presented to the CWF and the Programme Committee 

in the following week. 

 

Mr Shivambu stated that he had previously argued that the scheduling of the Deputy President on 

a monthly basis had not been beneficial.  He proposed that the Deputy President rather be 

scheduled on a quarterly basis.  The Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority Party added that the 

Deputy President was customarily also the Leader of Government Business and that the 

Constitution clearly spelled out his responsibilities.  It was AGREED that the matter of scheduling 

questions to the Deputy President would be a matter for consideration by the National Assembly 

Rules Committee.  Mr Frolick further proposed that the Subcommittee of National Assembly Rules 

Committee should also unpack scheduling of questions to the Deputy President as well as to a 

government cluster within one week.   

 

Mr Xaso also clarified that the week of 2 – 5 July had been reserved for Committees in order for 

them to be briefed on the budget processes, thus the Constituency Period had been pushed out by 

an additional week. 

 

In response to Dr Mulder, a document on designation of Members to serve on the various bodies in 

Parliament as stipulated in the Rules and various Acts was distributed for information. 

 

5.  Global Time allocation for the State-of-the-nation Address 

Ms Lyons presented proposals on the global time allocation for the debate on SONA based 

on a 454 minute debate.  She advised that the allocation was not based on strict 

proportionality because of the provision for smaller parties to have a minimum of three 

minutes per debate.   

 

The options presented were as follows: 
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PARTIES OPTION 1 OPTION 2 

ANC 217 223 

DA 79 81 

EFF 41 42 

IFP 12 12 

FF PLUS 9 9 

ACDP, UDM, ATM, GOOD, NFP, 

AIC, COPE, PAC, ALJAMA’AH 

4 (x 9) [36] 3 (x 9) [27] 

NCOP 60  60  

 

 

The Chief Whip of the Majority Party, supported by the Chief Whip of the Opposition and Mr 

Shivambu, proposed that Option 2 be implemented.  Mr Swart, however, asked whether it 

was fair for the ACDP, with four Members, to be provided with the same amount of time as 

the party with one Member.  Furthermore, he said that there was a multi-party dispensation 

and that all the different voices needed to be heard.  Notwithstanding provision for a 

minimum of three minutes, Dr Mulder indicated that it was a practice for smaller parties to be 

granted a minimum of four minutes on such a debate as it was not an ordinary debate.  Mr 

Kwankwa added that normally the debate afforded party leaders with additional time for them 

to state alternative arguments on the President’s Address.  The Chief Whip of the Opposition 

suggested that a compromise could be arranged that smaller parties transferred their time 

among themselves in order for them to speak for four minutes, where applicable.   It was 

AGREED that Option 2 would be applied, but that further discussions amongst parties on the 

matter, which would yield an agreed upon alternative proposal, could be considered.  

 

6.  Sequence for Notices of Motion 

Mr Xaso presented a document on the sequence of notices of motion based on 23 

opportunities.  The document was consistent with the resolution of the Rules Committee.  

 

7.  Induction/On-boarding programme 

Mr Xaso presented a document on the draft programme for Members’ information sessions 

on 11 – 14 June.  The document outlined various topics and proposed that the facilitation of 

sessions be done by Members.  The parliamentary administration would provide the 

necessary documentation and presentations for each session.  Mr Xaso also indicated that, 

during the week of committees, a session could be arranged on training specific to the role of 

committees.  He also appealed to whips to encourage their members to attend the sessions.  
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The Deputy Speaker said that it would be appreciated if returning Members could also attend 

so as to contribute their expertise in the various sessions.  

 

8.  Closure 

The meeting adjourned at 09:52. 


