
 
 

 

 

   NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 

  

Chairperson:        Committee Secretary:  

Speaker        A Mbanga x 3218 

 

DRAFT MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

    Thursday, 7 March 2019, E249 

 

Present: 

B Mbete, (Speaker) 

  Bhengu, F   Singh, N 

  Ebrahim, E I (Parliamentary Counsellor 

  to the Deputy President) 

  Steenhuisen, J H (Chief Whip of the Opposition)  

  Frolick, C T (House Chairperson)   Tsenoli, S L (Deputy Speaker) 

  Koornhof, Dr G W (Parliamentary Counsellor 

  to the President) 

  Waters, M 

  Mthembu, J M (Chief Whip of the Majority  

  Party) 

   

 

Staff in attendance: 

Ms P N Tyawa (Acting Secretary to Parliament), Mr M Xaso (Secretary to the National 

Assembly), Dr T Ganyaza-Twalo (Committees), Adv C R van der Merwe and Mr N Bell 

(Constitutional and Legal Services Office). 

 

1.  Opening remarks 

The Speaker opened the meeting at 08:30 and welcomed all present.   

 

2. Apologies 

Apologies were tendered on behalf of the House Chairperson Ms A T Didiza, Ms D E Dlakude 

(Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority Party) and Ms N W A Mazzone.      

 

3. Consideration of draft agenda 

The draft agenda was adopted as proposed. 
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4. Consideration of draft Minutes of 28 February 2019 

On the proposal of the Chief Whip of the Opposition, seconded by the Deputy Speaker, the minutes of 

28 February were adopted. 

 

5. Matters arising 

The Deputy Speaker reported that he was consulting with the Office of the Registrar of Members’ 

Interests on matters outstanding before the Joint Committee on Ethics and Members’ 

Interests, as requested by the Chief Whip of the Opposition, and that the Speaker would be 

briefed in due course.  With regard to investigations on individual members, the Speaker 

added that she had also discussed the matter with the co-chairperson of the Joint Committee 

who advised that they were in the process of clearing some of the cases before them.  The 

Speaker highlighted that one of the challenges faced by the Committee was that its 

membership was made up of members who were chairpersons of other parliamentary 

committees and as such the committee frequently experienced challenges of quorum.  The 

Chief Whip of the Opposition indicated that he would appreciate an opportunity to provide 

input into the Legacy Report on this and other matters.  The Speaker concurred that the 

report will be an important document that should be made available and perhaps could also 

be considered by the House.     

 

6.  Report by the Committee Section 

In her presentation on Bills and other matters before committees, Dr Ganyaza-Twalo 

highlighted the following: 

    

The Traditional Courts Bill and Science and Technology Laws Amendment Bill had been finalised.  

The Portfolio Committee on Transport intended to finalise the Airports Company Amendment Bill 

and Air Traffic and Navigation Services Company Amendment Bill on 13 March.  The Portfolio 

Committee on Communications was prioritising the adoption of its report on filling of vacancies in 

the Board of the South African Broadcasting Corporation.   

   

With regard to petitions, Dr Ganyaza-Twalo indicated that the petition from Residents of the 

East Rand, calling for an investigation into reasons for the chronic underfunding of its Child 

Welfare Organisations, in the name of Mr Waters, would be finalised by the Portfolio 

Committee on Social Development on 13 March.  Mr Waters, however, reiterated the point 

that the report only contained 17 petitions whereas 27 petitions had been referred to various 

committees as far back as 2014.  The Speaker concurred that it was important that matters of 

interest that had been raised by the public were attended to and that committees integrate 

those issues as part of their programme, instead of the matters being allowed to lapse at the 

end of a Parliament.  The Chief Whip of the Majority Party proposed that such matters should 

also form part of the Legacy Report.  Mr Singh suggested that such a report should also 
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recommend timeframes within which matters of this nature should be responded to.  House 

Chairperson Mr Frolick explained that the Public Participation Model spells out the procedure 

around petitions, but that the enabling mechanism required was missing.  He, however, said 

that there could be reasons why petitions had not been considered, but that a separate report 

would be made available in the following week on why committees could not process them.    

  

7.  Report by Bills Office 

Mr Bell presented a report on Bills before committees and reported that the Defence 

Amendment Bill would be returned to the Assembly due to amendments proposed by the 

National Council of Provinces. The Chief Whip of the Majority Party explained that such 

legislation would only be considered in the 6 th Parliament.  Mr Bell clarified that it would be 

the prerogative of the new Parliament to revive legislation that lapsed, from the stage it had 

reached, as was the case in 2014.  The Speaker advised that it would be imperative to record 

and provide a report on the status of each piece of legislation that would require prioritisation 

in the next Parliament.  

 

8.   Consideration of draft Parliamentary programme 

Mr Bhengu presented the draft programme for the First Term and highlighted the following: 

 

Questions to the Deputy President would take place as well as the Second Reading debates on 

Traditional Courts Bill, Banks Amendment Bill and Financial Matters Amendment Bill were 

scheduled for Tuesday, 12 March. 

 

Questions to the Economics cluster and the Second Reading debate on the Division of Revenue 

Bill were scheduled for Wednesday, 13 March. 

 

 Consideration of reports of Study tour to Federal Republic of Germany, Study tour to Spain from 

15 - 22 September 2018, Study visit to Federal Republic of Germany, Study tour to China, Study 

Tour to Ghana and United Kingdom from 16-26 January 2018 and Study tour to Russian 

Federation on 14 – 21 September 2018 were scheduled for Thursday, 14 March.  It was also 

proposed that consideration of approval of World Intellectual Property Organisation Performances 

and Phonograms Treaty, World Intellectual Property Organisation Copyright Treaty, The Beijing 

Treaty on Audiovisual Performances, 2012) and Confirmation of recommendation by Minister of 

Police not to renew term of office of Executive Director of Independent Police Investigative 

Directorate should also be scheduled for that day. 

 
Mr Bhengu also advised that Airports Company Amendment Bill, Air Traffic and Navigation 

Services Company Amendment Bill, Public Service Commission Amendment Bill, Films and 

Publications Amendment Bill, reports on the National Minimum Wage Amendment Bill, Ad Hoc 
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Committee to amend Section 25 of the Constitution, Ad Hoc Committee on Filling of vacancies in 

the Commission for Gender Equality would be scheduled for consideration on 19 March. 

 

The Chief Whip of the Opposition expressed concern that a number of issues were scheduled for 

Tuesday whereas only a few items were scheduled for Thursday.  He emphasised that Thursdays 

were parliamentary working days and should be fully utilised to ensure that the business before the 

Assembly was completed before it rose on 20 March.  In view of a number of items that were 

proposed for consideration on Tuesday, it was AGREED that the programming whip would relook 

at the matter and communicate amendments to all parties.  It was also AGREED that provision 

should be made for a comfort break on 13 March as well as for a morning sitting, if possible.  

 

9. Announcements 

The Speaker acknowledged a delegation of officials from the Ekurhuleni Municipality who 

were in attendance. 

 

The Deputy Speaker informed the meeting that the African Peer Review Mechanism had 

launched its first Governance Report, the launch of which the Speaker attended.  He said 

that it was quite an important report and encouraged all members to read it.  

 

The Chief Whip of the Majority Party clarified that no insults were hurled from his party that 

were directed at former member Ms Winnie Madikizela-Mandela during the debate on 

renaming of Cape Town International Airport, as suggested in various social media platforms. 

He indicated that when the member who spoke on behalf of the party was referring to ‘people 

who were tried and tested with virtue’, she indicated that Ms Madikizela-Mandela was one of 

those people nominated in the correct process being conducted by the Airports Company of 

South Africa.  

   

10.  Closure 

The meeting adjourned at 09:05. 


