
 
 

 

 

   NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 

  

Chairperson:        Committee Secretary:  

Speaker        A Mbanga x 3218 

 

DRAFT MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

    Thursday, 28 February 2019, E249 

 

Present: 

S L Tsenoli (Deputy Speaker) 

  Bhengu, F   Mazzone, N W A 

  Boroto, M G (House Chairperson)   Mente, N V  

  Ebrahim, E I (Parliamentary Counsellor 

  to the Deputy President) 

  Mkhaliphi, H O 

 

  Dlakude, D E (Deputy Chief Whip of the 

  Majority Party) 

  Steenhuisen, J H (Chief Whip of the Opposition) 

  Khubisa, Prof N M   Waters, M 

  Koornhof, Dr G W (Parliamentary Counsellor 

  to the President) 

   

 

Staff in attendance: 

Mr M Xaso (Secretary to the National Assembly), Dr T Ganyaza-Twalo (Committees), Adv C 

R van der Merwe and Mr N Bell (Constitutional and Legal Services Office). 

 

1.  Opening remarks 

The Deputy Speaker opened the meeting at 08:34 and welcomed all present.   

 

2. Apologies 

Apologies were tendered on behalf of the Speaker, House Chairpersons Ms A T Didiza and 

Mr C T Frolick, Messrs J M Mthembu (Chief Whip of the Majority Party), N F Shivambu and N 

Singh.      

 

3. Consideration of draft agenda 

The draft agenda was adopted as proposed. 
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4. Consideration of draft Minutes of 21 February 2019 

On the proposal of the Chief Whip of the Opposition, seconded by Mrs Mkhaliphi, the minutes of 21 

February were adopted. 

 

5. Matters arising 

The Chief Whip of the Opposition expressed concern that the process for filling of vacancies in the 

Board of the South African Broadcasting Corporation had not been attended to expeditiously 

despite the matter having been raised in the previous meeting of the Programme Committee.  He 

said that he could not understand why the Portfolio Committee on Communications had rather 

chosen to conduct exit interviews of the previous board members prior to proceeding with 

shortlisting and interviewing of new candidates, and indicated that such was unprecedented as it 

would significantly delay the process considering that there were only three weeks left before the 

National Assembly rose.  He requested that the matter be raised with House Chairperson Mr 

Frolick and reiterated the point that the board would not be able to function if it did not have a 

quorum.   The Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority Party explained that to her knowledge the 

committee was processing the matter and that she was not aware of exit interviews and suggested 

that the matter be considered by the Chief Whips’ Forum.  Ms Mente, however, indicated that exit 

interviews should be allowed in order to assist the incoming board members in respect of the 

extent of challenges in the particular institution.  She added that exit interviews were a normal 

practice in terms of the Public Service Act.  The Deputy Speaker advised that the urgency of the 

matter had been communicated to the committee based on the concerns previously raised in the 

meeting. 

 

6.  Report by the Committee Section 

In her presentation on Bills and other matters before committees, Dr Ganyaza-Twalo 

highlighted the following: 

    

The Critical Infrastructure Protection Bill and Films and Publications Amendment Bill had been 

finalised. The Minister of Postal and Telecommunications had withdrawn the Electronic 

Communications Amendment Bill.  With regard to the Immigration Amendment Bill, the Portfolio 

Committee resolved that the Bill would be processed in the 6th Parliament and that the 

Constitutional Court deadline of 26 June 2019 was receiving attention. 

 

Dr Ganyaza-Twalo also reported that the Portfolio Committee on Communications intended 

to do shortlisting that afternoon, conduct interviews on 5 – 7 March and finalise its report on 

filling of vacancies in the Board of the South African Broadcasting Corporation on 12 March.  

The Committee was also going to do shortlisting for the Board of the Media Development and 
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Diversity Agency that afternoon and conduct interviews and finalise its report on 13 March.  

The deadline for the Ad Hoc Committee on Filling of Vacancies in the Commission for Gender 

Equality to report had been extended to 15 March.  

   
The Deputy Speaker appealed to the Committee Section to provide presentations that 

accurately reflected the most updated information, including where matters had been taken 

forward or finalised in plenary.  The Chief Whip of the Opposition requested that a report of 

all matters outstanding before the Joint Committee on Ethics and Members’ Interests be 

made available in the following week.   

 

With regard to an update on the list of legislation passed prior to 1994, Dr Ganyaza-Twalo 

advised that the Committee Section had received a 150-page list of Acts and were still in the 

process of obtaining feedback from the relevant departments on what had been done in 

respect of these.  The report would be made available in due course.   In response to Mr 

Waters, Dr Ganyaza-Twalo also advised that they were in the process of compiling a report 

on the status of petitions referred to committees and that it would be made available in due 

course.   

 

7.  Report by Bills Office 

Mr Bell presented a report on Bills before committees and reported that 12 Bills were likely to 

be finalised by the National Council of Provinces and that, were applicable, some of them 

could be returned to the Assembly for concurrence.  Furthermore, the Division of Revenue 

Bill, Carbon Tax Bill and Customs and Excise Amendment Bill would be added to that list. 

 

Adv Van der Merwe informed the meeting that the Legal Services unit were in contact with 

the relevant administrative staff of the Economic Freedom Fighters on the timeframes 

relating to finalisation of the drafting of the Insourcing Bill, Liquor Amendment Bill and 

General Anti-Tax Avoidance Bill, which were private members’ bills.  She said that the 

members concerned could decide on whether these Bills should be introduced in the current 

Parliament once finalised or in the next Parliament.  

 

The Deputy Speaker requested that the meeting be provided with the relevant information on 

three pieces of legislation relating to an appropriate regulatory environment that were 

informed by the iKamva Digital Institute Skills Bill.  He said that such information would assist 

with matters pertaining to the Fourth Industrial Revolution and Parliament’s response thereto.  

 

8.   Consideration of draft Parliamentary programme 

Mr Bhengu presented the draft programme for the First Term and highlighted the following: 
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Consideration of Administrative Adjudication of Road Traffic Offences Amendment Bill, National 

Health Laboratory Service Amendment Bill; Protection, Promotion, Development and Management 

of Indigenous Knowledge Bill, Critical Infrastructure Protection Bill, Filling of vacancies on Pan 

South African Language Board (PanSALB), as well as a draft resolution from the EFF on 

‘Renaming of Cape Town International Airport to Winnie Madikizela-Mandela International Airport’ 

were scheduled for Tuesday, 5 March.   

 

Questions to the Governance cluster and President were scheduled for 6 and 7 March, 

respectively. 

 
The Chief Whip of the Opposition advised that he was awaiting feedback on a request for an 

urgent debate on job losses in the sugar industry as a matter of national public importance. 

 

9. Announcements 

There were no announcements. 

   

10.  Closure 

The meeting adjourned at 09:00. 


