
 
 

 

 

   NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 

  

Chairperson:        Committee Secretary:  

Speaker        A Mbanga x 3218 

 

DRAFT MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

    Thursday, 31 January 2019, E249 

 

Present: 

B Mbete (Speaker) 

  Bhengu, F   Mazzone, N W A 

  Didiza, A T (House Chairperson) 

 

  Mthembu, J M (Chief Whip of the Majority  

  Party)   

  Frolick, C T (House Chairperson)   Steenhuisen, J H (Chief Whip of the Opposition) 

 

Staff in attendance: 

Mr M Xaso (NA Table), Dr T Ganyaza-Twalo (Committees) and Ms T Mtyobile (Constitutional 

and Legal Services Office). 

 

1.  Opening remarks 

The Speaker opened the meeting at 08:30 and welcomed all present.  The Speaker also 

indicated that she was aware that the whippery had requested a meeting so as to discuss 

matters pertaining to the institution, and indicated that she acknowledged that such an 

engagement was important but that she would advise on her availability before the 

President’s State-of-the-nation Address (SONA).   

 

2. Apologies 

Apologies were tendered on behalf of Mr S L Tsenoli (Deputy Speaker), Ms M G Boroto 

(House Chairperson), Ms D E Dlakude (Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority Party), Dr G W 

Koornhof (Parliamentary Counsellor to the President), Messrs E I Ebrahim (Parliamentary 

Counsellor to the Deputy President), M Waters, N Singh and Dr C P Mulder.      

 

3. Consideration of draft agenda 

The draft agenda was adopted as proposed. 
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4. Consideration of draft Minutes of 22 November 2018 

On the proposal of the Chief Whip of the Majority Party, seconded by Mr Bhengu, the minutes of 22 

November were adopted. 

 

5. Matters arising 

With regard to scheduling of questions to the Deputy President, the Chief Whip of the Opposition 

indicated that it was unfortunate that, despite several requests, the Deputy President missed three 

slots in the previous year.  He said that Parliament should do its level best to prevent such a 

situation in the future as these appearances form part of the Deputy President’s accountability 

obligations, and Parliament’s oversight role.  Since the dates were provided in advance, Parliament 

should impress upon members of the Executive their accountability to the institution.  The Chief 

Whip of the Majority Party, however, pointed out that the absence of the Deputy President should 

be viewed in the context of his request for time-off due to ill health, and he should not to be 

considered a delinquent.  In addition, every effort had been made for him to make up for whatever 

time was lost while he was recuperating, and  that he was currently scheduled to appear in order to 

answer questions, in accordance with the Assembly Rules.  In view of sentiments expressed, the 

Speaker proposed that the matter be laid to rest as it was now in the past.  

 

6.  Report by the Committee Section 

In her presentation on Bills and other matters before committees, Dr Ganyaza-Twalo 

highlighted the following: 

 

The Criminal Procedure Amendment Bill had been withdrawn.  On 12 February, the Portfolio  

Committee on Sport and Recreation would deliberate on a way forward with regard to  

processing of the National Sport and Recreation Bill. 

 

The following Bills were likely to be finalised in February: 

 Films and Publications Amendment Bill 

 Local Government: Municipal Structures Amendment Bill 

 Traditional and Khoi San Leadership Bill 

 

The Ad Hoc Committee on the Filling of Vacancies in the Commission for Gender Equality 

intended to finalise its report on 22 February.   

 

With regard to recommendation of candidates for appointment to the Board of the South 

African  
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Broadcasting Corporation, the Chief Whip of the Opposition pointed out that there were 

seven  

resignations, and no longer three.  He said that members of his party serving in the Portfolio 

Committee on Communications had advised that the Committee had agreed on a different  

timeline, given the urgency of filling of the vacancies as the institution was in a financial crisis  

and the Board was not able to function as expected.  He asked whether the process of the  

committee could be fast-tracked. House Chairperson Mr Frolick explained that he was in  

consultation with the chairperson of the committee to do exactly that as far as possible.   

 

The Chief Whip of the Majority Party indicated that it was clear that some matters would not  

be finalised on time, considering that there were still matters that needed to be revived from  

the previous year in order to be finalised before the end of the current Parliamentary term.  

He  

suggested that some of the matters could find expression in the 6 th Parliament.  The Chief  

Whip of the Opposition proposed that there should be a process of prioritisation of legislation 

that should be considered before Parliament rose, and that such process should involve the 

Speaker, Chief Whip of the Majority Party and the Leader of Government Business, and that 

a report be made for consideration by the Programme Committee. 

 

House Chairperson Ms Didiza proposed that the programming whip should also form part of  

that structure so that he would be in a position to work out a timeline and make a 

determination  

on whether there would be a need for early sittings in some of the weeks in order to pass  

legislation.  She said that such an arrangement could clarify as to when the National 

Assembly 

could adjourn in the current term, considering that the week of 25 – 29 March had been 

reserved for Committees.  

 

The Chief Whip of the Majority Party indicated that a legislative proposal to amend the 

National  

Minimum Wage Act, 2018 had been submitted by the Portfolio Committee on Labour.  It was 

noted that the proposal related to technical consequential amendments which were omitted  

when the National Minimum Wage Bill was before the committee.  The proposed amendment  

Bill required urgent consideration by the House to correct the defect.  House Chairperson Mr  

Frolick reported that the committee was given permission to meet and that the matter would  

be scheduled accordingly.  The Chief Whip of the Opposition indicated that the matter should  

be examined as to how the Bill ended up with the technical defect, so as to put in place  

measures to avoid a recurrence. 
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7.  Report by Bills Office 

Ms Mtyobile presented a report on Bills before committees and reported that the Traditional 

Leadership and Governance Framework Amendment Bill was on the Order Paper for Second 

Reading.  She said that there were 32 Bills before committees and that the following Bills had 

lapsed at the end of 2018, as they were on the Order Paper on the last sitting day: 

 Road Accident Benefit Scheme Bill 

 Restitution of Land Rights Amendment Bill 

 Firearms Control Amendment Bill 

  

8.   Consideration of draft Parliamentary programme 

Mr Bhengu presented the draft programme for the First Term and highlighted the following: 

 
Committees were scheduled for 5 and 6 February.  On Thursday, 7 February, the SONA was 

scheduled at 19:00. 

 

The debate on SONA in the form of Joint Sittings was scheduled for 12 and 13 February, as well 

as the Reply by the President on 14 February.  Ordinary sittings were scheduled to commence on 

19 February, with the Budget Speech scheduled for 20 February.  

 

Questions to the Deputy President were scheduled for 27 February and 12 March.  The Office of 

the Presidency had also advised advised that the President would be available to answer 

questions on 7 March. 

 

At the proposal of the Chief Whip of the Majority Party, it was AGREED that the National Assembly 

would rise on 20 March, unless there were compelling reasons to meet beyond that date. 

 

The Chief Whip of the Majority Party informed the meeting that the Chief Whips’ Forum, in view of 

the forthcoming elections, was considering that motions and statements on Thursdays be 

suspended for the remainder of the term in order for members to be able to leave earlier for their 

constituency work.  The proposal would be presented at party caucuses and that a decision would 

be conveyed in the next meeting of the Programme Committee.  

 

9. Announcements 

The Chief Whip of the Majority Party informed the meeting that Ms N Gina, Chairperson of 

the Portfolio Committee on Basic Education lost her husband who was going to be buried 

that Saturday, 2 February.  On behalf of Parliament, the Speaker wished her well and 

indicated that a formal message would be conveyed to the family.  

 

10.    Closure 
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The meeting adjourned at 09:10. 


