
 
 

 

 

   NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 

  

Chairperson:        Committee Secretary:  

Speaker        A Mbanga x 3218 

 

DRAFT MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

    Thursday, 23 August 2018, E249 

 

Present: 

B Mbete (Speaker) 

  Bhengu, F   Mazzone, N W A 

  Boroto, M G (House Chairperson)   Mthembu, J M (Chief Whip of the Majority  

  Party) 

  Frolick, C T (House Chairperson)   Singh, N 

  Khubisa, Prof N M   Steenhuisen, J H (Chief Whip of the Opposition) 

  Koornhof, Dr G W (Parliamentary Counsellor to 

  the President)  

  Waters, M 

  Kwankwa, N L S  

 

Staff in attendance: 

M Xaso (NA Table), S Tshabalala (Committees), N Bell (Constitutional and Legal Services 

Office) and Adv K Zweni (Office of Institutions Supporting Democracy). 

 

1.  Opening remarks 

The Speaker opened the meeting at 08:30 and welcomed all present.  

 

2. Apologies 

Apologies were tendered on behalf of Mr S L Tsenoli (Deputy Speaker), Ms D E Dlakude 

(Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority Party) and Mr E I Ebrahim (Parliamentary Counsellor to 

the Deputy President).      

 

3. Consideration of draft agenda 

The draft agenda was adopted as proposed. 
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4. Consideration of draft Minutes of 16 August 2018 

On the proposal of the Chief Whip of the Opposition, seconded by the Chief Whip of the 

Majority Party, the minutes of 16 August were adopted.   

 

5. Matters arising 

Mr Xaso indicated that the Office on Institutions Supporting Democracy would present a 

report on statutory appointments. 

 

6.  Report by the Committee Section 

In his presentation on Bills and other matters before committees, Mr Tshabalala highlighted 

the 

following: 

 

The Joint Constitutional Review Committee (JCRC) on review of Section 25 of the Constitution 

intended to receive oral representations from invited persons, on 4, 5 and 7 September.  The 

Committee also intended to adopt its report on 18 September 2018.   

 

With regards to statutory appointments, the Portfolio Committee on Arts and Culture 

deliberated and recommended five candidates to serve on the committee in the Executive as 

part of the process for nomination of candidates for appointment in the Pan South African 

Language Board. The Portfolio Committee on Communications intended to shortlist and 

interview for the filling of vacancies on the Boards of the South African Broadcasting 

Corporation and Media Development and Diversity Agency respectively, in the Fourth Term.  

The Portfolio Committee on Home Affairs had resolved to call for public inputs on three 

candidates to serve on the Independent Electoral Commission.  Consideration of public 

inputs and recommendation of candidates would be on 28 August. 

 

The Chief Whip of the Opposition reported that serious aspersions were cast regarding the 

processing of public submissions received by the Joint Constitutional Review Committee (JCRC) 

on review of Section 25 of the Constitution.  He said it was alleged that the private company 

involved in the processing of submissions had not been vetted.  He indicated that such utterances 

were made to discredit the submissions received as well as the report compiled.  House 

Chairperson Mr Frolick explained that the committee was still working through the inputs that had 

been made on the report and therefore the report presented was not a final product as the process 

was still underway.  In terms of vetting, the administration of Parliament was involved with that 

process.  The Chief Whip of the Majority Party indicated that the concerns raised were being 

considered at the committee level as it had resolved to invite all the parties involved to provide 

clarity on the matter.  The Speaker advised that she would follow up on the matter with the Acting 

Secretary to Parliament on the process undertaken to appoint the company.  The Chief Whip of the 
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Majority Party expressed appreciation for the work done by the JCRC as well as the efforts put by 

members during the recess period whilst attending to hearings in all the provinces.  

 

In response to Mr Waters, Mr Tshabalala explained that the Chairperson of the Portfolio 

Committee on Home Affairs had advised that the Executive could be introducing a Bill that 

would address the matters raised in the Electoral Amendment Bill, a private member’s Bill.  

The Chief Whip of the Opposition expressed concern with the approach of the Chairperson 

and indicated that that would be a significant shift considering the extensive litigation that 

had taken place in respect of the right of private members to introduce legislation.  House 

Chairperson Mr Frolick indicated that he would follow up on the matter and report on it in the 

next meeting, as there was space for consultation on such matters.  

 

Ms Mazzone asked why the date for finalisation of the Property Practitioner’s Bill was no 

longer reflected.  Mr Tshabalala clarified that there was an indication that the Portfolio 

Committee on Human Settlements would be invited to a summit on matters relating to the 

Bill.  A revised programme would be made available in the following week.  

 

Mr Singh indicated that the Ad Hoc Joint Committee on Parliamentary and Provincial Medical 

Aid Scheme Act could not meet for a briefing by the Office of the Chief Justice on the 

legislative review of Parmed due to a lack of quorum.  In view of a possible court case from 

the EFF and the reporting deadline of 30 September 2018, he said that he was concerned 

about challenges relating to convening of joint committees and requested House Chairperson 

Mr Frolick to assist the co-chairpersons in this regard.   

 

Office of Institutions Supporting Democracy on Statutory Appointments 

Adv Zweni presented a summary on statutory appointments, for purpose of consideration by 

relevant committees.   

 

Commission for the Promotion and Protection of the Rights of Cultural, Religious and 

Linguistic Communities: The term of office for 11-17 Commissioners would end on 28 

February 2019.  Parliament should process the filling of the vacancies upon the receipt of 

nominations from the Minister of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs. 

 

Public Service Commission: Parliament would be engaging with the Premiers of the Eastern 

Cape, Free State and Mpumalanga pertaining to vacant posts in the Commission from a 

provincial perspective.  
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Commission for Gender Equality: Parliament to decide on a committee to process the filling 

of vacancies, possibly before 30 August 2018.  The terms of three commissioners would end 

in December 2018.  With regards to the five terms, which would expire between 28 February 

and 31 May 2019, respectively, Parliament had advised the Presidency of the upcoming 

vacancies and recommended that the vacancies be simultaneously considered. 

 

Independent Electoral Commission: One post of a commissioner was vacant since 8 May 

2018 and two positions would be vacant as from 8 November 2018.  The Portfolio Committee 

on Home Affairs intended to meet on 28 August 2018, following the decision to call for public 

submissions. 

 

Financial and Fiscal Commission: One vacancy had been in existence since March 2018 and 

two commissioners’ terms would end on 31 August 2018.  Parliament had advised the 

Minister of Finance about the vacancies.  

 

Auditor-General: The term of Office for the Deputy Auditor-General would be ending on 30 

March 2019.  Parliament would notify the Auditor-General about the need to initiate the 

process for the filling of the vacancy. 

 

The Chief Whip of the Opposition enquired about the process that had been embarked upon 

on the rationalisation of institutions supporting democracy and the effect the appointments 

would have on the timelines relating to that process, and proposed that in future a report in 

that regard be made available in order to avoid contractual loose ends.  It was AGREED that 

the matter would be followed up with the Deputy Speaker. 

 

The Chief Whip of the Opposition requested that a report also be made available on the 

status of the vacancy in the Joint Standing Committee on Intelligence, due to the resignation 

of Mr C Nqakula who was the chairperson of the committee. The Speaker advised that she 

was consulting the relevant role-players on the processes around the filling of that vacancy. 

 

7.   Report by Bills Office 

 

Mr Bell indicated that his report concurred with that presented by the Committee Section.  In 

response to Mr Singh, Mr Bell advised that, of the 10 Bills that had been passed by 

Parliament this year, only the Division of Revenue Bill and the Appropriation Bill had been 

assented to by the President.    

 

8.   Consideration of draft Parliamentary programme 

Mr Bhengu presented the draft programme for the Third Term and highlighted the following: 
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Second Reading debates on Powers, Privileges and Immunities of Parliament and Provincial 

Legislatures Amendment Bill, National Forests Amendment Bill, Critical Infrastructure Protection 

Bill and Money Bills Amendment Procedure and Related Matters Act Amendment Bill were 

scheduled for Tuesday, 28 August. 

 

Questions to the Social Services cluster and Deputy President were scheduled for 29 and 30 

August, respectively.  Mr Bhengu advised that the Minister of Arts and Culture had requested 

permission from the Speaker for  questions addressed to him  to stand over as he would be 

attending the preparations for and the unveiling of the Nelson Mandela statue in New York.     

 

It was AGREED that the draft resolution on the launch of the South African Chapter of the Global 

TB Caucus for Parliamentarians, scheduled for 4 September, would be debated first in order for 

the Minister of Health to attend the same debate in the National Council of Provinces (NCOP) that 

afternoon. 

 

The Chief Whip of the Majority Party informed the meeting that consultations with the NCOP were 

ongoing regarding the consideration of the report of the JCRC on review of Section 25 of the 

Constitution and indicated that, should the committee finalise its report on the matter during the 

time when the Houses were not in session, Parliament could be recalled in order to consider the 

report in the two Houses. 

 

Mr Bhengu also presented the draft programmes for the Fourth Term and 2019 First Term for 

noting. 

 

Mr Kwankwa made an appeal to presiding officers on the recognition of parties to ask 

supplementary questions during question time in the House.   It was AGREED that Mr Kwankwa 

would discuss the procedure of taking of supplementary questions with the Secretariat of the NA 

Table outside of the meeting. 

 

9. Announcements 

Ms Mazzone indicated that she had not received notification for the meeting of the 

subcommittee on Review of Assembly Rules, which was scheduled for the following day, and 

that she had only found out about the meeting recently.  Mr Singh, however, indicated that he 

had received the notification for the meeting ahead of time.  The Speaker requested that 

meetings should at all times be properly convened.     

 

10.    Closure 
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The meeting adjourned at 09:20. 


