
 
 

 

 

   NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 

  

Chairperson:        Committee Secretary:  

Speaker        A Mbanga x 3218 

 

DRAFT MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

    Thursday, 24 May 2018, E249 

 

Present: 

B Mbete (Speaker) 

  Bhengu, F   Koornhof, Dr G W (Parliamentary Counsellor to 

  the President) 

  Boroto, M G (House Chairperson)   Mthembu, J M (Chief Whip of the Majority  

  Party) 

  Didiza, A T (House Chairperson)   Singh, N 

  Dlakude, D E (Deputy Chief Whip of the  

  Majority Party) 

  Steenhuisen, J H (Chief Whip of the Opposition) 

  Ebrahim, E I (Parliamentary Counsellor to the 

  Deputy President) 

  Tsenoli, S L (Deputy Speaker) 

  Frolick, C T (House Chairperson)   Waters, M 

  Khubisa, Prof N M 

 

   

 

Staff in attendance: 

M Xaso (NA Table), S Tshabalala (Committees) and N Bell (Constitutional and Legal Services 

Office). 

 

1.  Opening remarks 

The Speaker opened the meeting at 08:35 and welcomed all present.  

 

2. Apologies 

Apologies were tendered on behalf of Ms N W A Mazzone and Mr N L S Kwankwa.    
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3. Consideration of draft agenda 

The draft agenda was adopted as proposed. 

 

4. Consideration of draft Minutes of 17 May 2018 

On the proposal of Mr Bhengu, seconded by Mr Waters, the minutes of 17 May were 

adopted, with the insertion of the apology of Mr Singh.   

 

5. Matters arising 

Mr Xaso indicated that the report on the disruption of the meeting of the Portfolio Committee 

on Labour had been referred to the Speaker for consideration. 

 

6.  Report by the Committee Section 

In his presentation on Bills and other matters before committees, Mr Tshabalala highlighted 

the 

following: 

 

The Portfolio Committee on Police would be meeting during the forthcoming recess period in 

order to process the Independent Police Investigative Directorate Amendment Bill, 2018, 

which was a committee bill.  The Bill had a Constitutional Court deadline of 5 September 

2018.  Due to a number of amendments, the Portfolio Committee on Agriculture, Forestry and 

Fisheries would hold another meeting on 29 May to adopt the amended bill and the report on 

the National Forests Amendment Bill.   

 

Mr Tshabalala also indicated that the process of filling vacancies in the Pan South African 

Language Board had been halted due to legal challenges in court.  The Ad Hoc Joint 

Committee on Parliamentary and Provincial Medical Aid Scheme (Parmed) would be adopting 

its programme on 24 May and would request the House to extend its reporting deadline. 

 

House Chairperson Mr Frolick expressed concern that the report of the Portfolio Committee 

on Defence and Military Veterans was not in line with the committee’s application for public 

hearings on the Defence Amendment Bill.  He said that he would consult the chairperson in 

order for the committee to consider the Bill early in July, as it should have advertised for 

hearings as from 29 June 2017.  According to the application, the committee intended to 

finalise the Bill in September.  House Chairperson Mr Frolick also indicated that the Portfolio 

Committee on Justice and Correctional Services would be encouraged to meet during the 

forthcoming recess period in order to finalise legislation before them. 

 

Mr Singh proposed that the committee on Parmed should also be urged to meet during the 

current term, instead of requiring members to return for meetings in June.  House 
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Chairperson Mr Frolick advised that the Constitutional Review Committee would require an 

extension on its deadline to report as members of the National Council of Provinces would 

not be available in the first two weeks in June, due to Council sittings.  The Chief Whip of the 

Majority Party added that the public interest in the matter was very high, judging by the 

number of submissions already received for consideration as well as public hearings to be 

conducted. 

  

7.   Report by Bills Office 

Mr Bell presented a report on legislation and indicated that, notwithstanding the deadline of 

30 May for introduction of legislation, only four Bills had been certified, of which the 

Hydrographic Bill and National Qualifications Framework Amendment Bill were prioritised.  

Mr Bell also indicated that it was not clear as to what would happen to Bills currently before 

committees, as far as the deadline was concerned, or whether committees would be 

consulted to finish that legislation before the end of the year.  The Chief Whip of the 

Opposition suggested that the Office of Leader of Government Business and the Programme 

Committee could assist in the matter by relooking the current list of legislation and those that 

were yet to be introduced, for prioritisation.   

 

House Chairperson Mr Frolick explained that the challenge was that committees determined 

their own programmes and that the matter should be considered on a case-by-case basis.  

Consultations could also take place as Bills were introduced.  The Chief Whip of the 

Opposition, however, cautioned against leaving matters in the hands of committees as the 

Programme Committee had the power to prioritise and postpone any business of the 

Assembly, in terms of Rule 208(e).  The Speaker said that she had hoped that the Office of 

the Leader of Government Business would have provided clarity on what legislation was 

prioritised as that request was made in the previous year, in view of the forthcoming general 

elections.  She nevertheless, appealed to all the role-players in the processing of legislation 

to do their utmost, under the prevailing time constraints to ensure that legislation was 

processed. 

 

8.   Consideration of draft Parliamentary programme 

Mr Bhengu presented the draft programme for the Second Term and highlighted the 

following: 

 

The statement by the Minister of International Relations and Cooperation on the killing of 

Palestinian civilians and the withdrawal of the South African ambassador from Israel would take 

place, the debate on Youth Day under the theme ‘Live the legacy: Towards a socio-economically 

empowered youth’ and the Second Reading on National Research Foundation Amendment Bill 

were scheduled for Tuesday, 29 March, from 10:00.  In the afternoon, questions to the Deputy 
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President, Second Reading debates on Basic Conditions of Employment Amendment Bill, Labour 

Relations Amendment Bill, National Minimum Wage Bill and Communal Property Associations 

Amendment Bill were also scheduled.  It was AGREED that the sitting would start at 09:00 and that 

the Second Reading debate on the Public Audit Amendment Bill and a report on the extension of 

the contract of the Director of the Parliamentary Budget Office would also be considered for that 

day.   

 

 Committees were schedule for 31 May – 15 June and the Constituency Period was scheduled for 

18 June – 13 August. 

 

Mr Bhengu also presented the draft programme for the Third Term. 

 

9.  Announcements 

House Chairperson Mr Frolick announced that the Parliamentary Budget Office would be 

hosting the Third Conference of Parliamentary Budget Offices under the theme ‘The role of 

African Parliaments in fiscal oversight’ from 15 – 16 August in Parliament. 

 

10.    Closure 

The meeting adjourned at 09:17. 

 


