
 
 

 

 

   NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 

  

Chairperson:        Committee Secretary:  

Speaker        A Mbanga x 3218 

 

DRAFT MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

    Thursday, 17 May 2018, E249 

 

Present: 

B Mbete (Speaker) 

  Bhengu, F   Mente, N V  

  Boroto, M G (House Chairperson)   Mkhaliphi, H O 

  Frolick, C T (House Chairperson)   Steenhuisen, J H (Chief Whip of the Opposition) 

  Khubisa, Prof N M   Waters, M 

  Koornhof, Dr G W (Parliamentary Counsellor to 

  the President) 

   

 

Staff in attendance: 

P N Tyawa (Acting-Secretary to Parliament), M Xaso and C Mahlangu (NA Table), S 

Tshabalala (Committees) and N Bell (Constitutional and Legal Services Office). 

 

1.  Opening remarks 

The Speaker opened the meeting at 08:34 and welcomed all present.  

 

 2. Apologies 

Apologies were tendered on behalf of Mr S L Tsenoli (Deputy Speaker), House Chairperson 

Ms A T Didiza, Mr J M Mthembu (Chief Whip of the Majority Party), Ms D E Dlakude (Deputy 

Chief Whip of the Majority Party), Mr E I Ebrahim (Parliamentary Counsellor to the Deputy 

President), Ms N W A Mazzone and Mr N F Shivambu.    

 

3. Consideration of draft agenda 

The draft agenda was adopted as proposed, with the addition of a request for a report on the 

disruption of the meeting of the Portfolio Committee on Labour.   
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4. Consideration of draft Minutes of 10 May 2018 

On the proposal of the Chief Whip of the Opposition, seconded by Mr Bhengu, the minutes of 

10 May were adopted.   

 

5. Matters arising 

The Chief Whip of the Opposition expressed concern that it had been stated in a weekend 

newspaper that the Chairperson of the Portfolio Committee on Justice and Correctional 

Services had stated that there was no need for anyone to motivate the case on the 

investigation into the fitness of the Public Protector to hold office.  He requested that the 

chairperson be advised that he, as the complainant, had the right to make his representation 

on the matter.  The Speaker undertook to take the matter further with the chairperson of the 

portfolio committee. 

 

6.  Report by the Committee Section 

In his presentation on Bills and other matters before committees, Mr Tshabalala indicated that 

committees had been advised, where possible, to process more than one piece of legislation 

at the same time in order to finalise bills before them during the current term.  Committees  

were also encouraged to revise their schedules in order to meet during the forthcoming 

recess 

period.  He also highlighted the following: 

 

The Portfolio Committee on International Relations and Cooperation would consider a motion 

of desirability on the Foreign Service Bill and deliberate on recommendations of a public 

seminar on 23 May, as it could not do this work on 16 May due to a lack of quorum.  On 18 

May, the Portfolio Committee on Labour intended to finalise its report on the Basic Conditions 

of Employment Amendment Bill, National Minimum Wage Bill and Labour Relations 

Amendment Bill, which would include finalising of minority views for incorporation into the 

report.    

 

The Portfolio Committee on Rural Development and Land Reform would be prioritising a 

comprehensive programme on the Restitution of Land Rights Amendment Bill, ahead of the 

Electronic Deeds Registration Systems Bill.  The Chairperson of the Portfolio Committee on 

Public Works had advised that the Committee would wait for the Constitutional Review 

Committee recommendations before it proceeded with the Expropriation Bill. The 

Constitutional Review Committee had adopted its programme and intended to finalise its 

report on 11 September.  As a result, the Committee would also be requesting an extension 

of its reporting date of 31 August. The Portfolio Committee on Transport would be considering a 

proposed programme, which would include a briefing by the department on the Air Traffic and 
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Navigation Services Company Amendment Bill and the Airports Company Amendment Bill on 

5 June. 

 

Mr Tshabalala also advised that the Plant Health (Phytosanitary) Bill and Agricultural Product 

Standards Amendment Bill had been withdrawn. In response to the Chief Whip of the 

Opposition that a notice on the withdrawal of legislation by the Executive in terms of Rule 

277 should have been complied with, Mr Xaso clarified that Rule 334 was applicable in this 

instance as it provided that the person in charge of a Bill could withdraw it at any time before 

Second Reading.  Rule 277 applied to bills prior to their introduction. 

 

Ms Mente advised that there should be clear guidance for committees to consider bills 

simultaneously and suggested that they could also meet on Thursdays and Fridays in order 

to finalise legislation before them. Mr Tshabalala advised that the Portfolio Committee on 

Trade and Industry had indicated that simultaneous processing of Bills before it was not 

advisable as amendments to the Copyright Amendment Bill would have to be finalised and 

agreed to prior to processing of the Performers’ Protection Amendment Bill.  House 

Chairperson Mr Frolick indicated that he was still considering the schedule of the Portfolio 

Committee on Justice and Correctional Services as they intended to finalise legislation 

before them during the recess period. 

 

House Chairperson Mr Frolick reported on the disruption of the meeting of the Portfolio 

Committee on Labour.   He said that during hearings on the three Labour Bills, a delegation 

from the South African Federation of Trade Unions protested and caused damage to the 

committee room and other areas, they were subsequently removed by protection services 

from the venue. He said that action should be instituted against the transgressors as their 

action could be interpreted as a complete disregard for the democratic processes and 

preventing Parliament from completing its legislative work.  The Chief Whip of the Opposition 

added that it was not the first time that such an incident had been experienced in Parliament, 

and suggested that it was time to pursue criminal charges in order to set a precedent on the 

matter.  The Speaker added that the leaders of that union should also be contacted.  It was 

AGREED that a report on the matter as well as what action should be taken should be made 

available for consideration by the Speaker.   

     

7.   Report by Bills Office 

Mr Bell presented a report on legislation and indicated that the Civil Union Amendment Bill 

and Banks Amendment Bank, which were private members’ bills, had been introduced.  With 

regard to legislation to be introduced before the deadline of 30 May, the Hydrographic Bill, 

National Qualifications Framework Amendment Bill and Property Practitioners Bill had been 

certified and were ready for introduction. 
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8.   Consideration of draft Parliamentary programme 

Mr Bhengu presented the draft programme for the Second Term and highlighted the 

following: 

 
Budget Vote debates on Water and Sanitation, Sport and Recreation and National Treasury were 

scheduled for Tuesday, 22 May.  The debate on Vote 2: Parliament and consideration of reports on 

budget votes were also scheduled for that day. 

 

The debate on Vote 1: The Presidency and the reply to the debate by the President were 

scheduled for 23 – 24 May, respectively.  The debate on Africa Day under the theme ‘The legacy 

of Nelson Mandela in building a better Africa and a better world’ was also scheduled for 24 May. 

 

On Friday, 25 May, the First and Second Reading debate on the Appropriation Bill as well as 

consideration of Votes and Schedule to the Bill were scheduled to start at 10:00.    

 

Mr Mahlangu informed the Committee that a global time allocation for the Votes and Schedule 

process had been distributed to parties in order to determine whether the process should be 

allocated 189 or 150 minutes.  Parties would make declarations on the votes based on their 

allocated time.  Mr Waters indicated that generally the allocation should be on a proportional basis 

as per party strength in the National Assembly and proposed that the IFP be allocated time in line 

with the other smaller parties, instead of the 11 minutes proposed.  It was AGREED that the IFP 

would be allocated 10 minutes and that the entire global time would be 188 minutes as follows: 

ANC – 52, DA – 23, EFF – 13, Other Parties – 10 minutes each. 

  

9.  Announcements 

There were no announcements. 

 

10.    Closure 

The meeting adjourned at 09:13. 

 


