
 
 

 

 

   NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 

  

Chairperson:        Committee Secretary:  

Speaker        A Mbanga x 3218 

 

DRAFT MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

    Thursday, 10 May 2018, E249 

 

Present: 

B Mbete (Speaker) 

  Bhengu, F   Mthembu, J M (Chief Whip of the Majority 

  Party) 

  Frolick, C T (House Chairperson)   Singh, N 

  Khubisa, Prof N M   Steenhuisen, J H (Chief Whip of the Opposition) 

  Koornhof, Dr G W (Parliamentary Counsellor to 

  the President) 

  Waters, M 

  Mente, N V    

 

Staff in attendance: 

M Xaso (NA Table), S Tshabalala (Committees) and N Bell Constitutional and Legal Services 

Office). 

 

1.  Opening remarks 

The Speaker opened the meeting at 08:30 and welcomed all present.  

 

 2. Apologies 

Apologies were tendered on behalf of Mr S L Tsenoli (Deputy Speaker), House Chairpersons 

Ms A T Didiza and Ms M G Boroto, Ms D E Dlakude (Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority 

Party), Mr E I Ebrahim (Parliamentary Counsellor to the Deputy President), Ms N W A 

Mazzone, Mrs H O Mkhaliphi and Mr N F Shivambu.    

 

3. Consideration of draft agenda 

The draft agenda was adopted as proposed.   
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4. Consideration of draft Minutes of 3 May 2018 

On the proposal of the Chief Whip of the Majority Party, seconded by Mr Singh, the minutes 

of 3 May were adopted.   

 

5. Matters arising 

House Chairperson Mr Frolick reported that the Portfolio Committee on Justice and 

Correctional Services would be considering the request for an investigation into the fitness of 

the Public Protector to hold office on 6 June.  He also indicated that there was an expectation 

for the Chief Whip of the Opposition, as the complainant, to be afforded an opportunity to 

make his representations motivating his case on the matter.   

 

6.  Report by the Committee Section 

In his presentation on Bills and other matters before committees, Mr Tshabalala provided a 

comprehensive report, which included information as follows: 

 

The Portfolio Committee on Health had finalised its report on the Choice on Termination of 

Pregnancy Bill Amendment Bill, recommending not proceeding with the Bill.  The Portfolio 

Committee on Labour intended to consider proposed amendments on the Basic Conditions of 

Employment Amendment Bill, National Minimum Wage Bill and the Labour Relations 

Amendment Bill on 9 May and to finalise the Bills on 16 May. 

 

Mr Tshabalala also indicated that the Ad Hoc Joint Committee on Parliamentary and 

Provincial Medical Aid Scheme (Parmed) intended to consider an operational plan and its 

draft programme on 9 May.  The ad hoc committee would also schedule dates for meetings 

with representatives of provincial legislatures and the South African Local Government 

Association, a principal officer from Parmed and representatives from the judiciary and other 

identified stakeholders.   

 

The Chief Whip of the Majority Party expressed appreciation for the detailed report that 

outlined proceedings on legislation before committees. In response to Mr Singh on whether 

there was coordination between the two Houses on public participation, House Chairperson 

Mr Frolick clarified that the Houses were working very closely together but that in terms of 

section 76 legislation the National Council of Provinces would conduct further hearings.  The 

Houses always attempt to avoid going back to the same areas and in some instances, the 

hearings were conducted jointly in the provinces.   

 

With regard to outstanding responses from the National House of Traditional Leaders (NHTL) 

on five Bills, Mr Bell explained that it was the task of the Joint Tagging Mechanism to 

pronounce itself on the desirability of sending legislation to the NHTL.  Should feedback not 
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be received within the 30-day timeframe, the NHTL could still provide its inputs when a 

committee advertised for comments on the Bill.  He added that a committee still had a 

discretion to consider further inputs from that NHTL at any stage of processing legislation. 

House Chairperson Mr Frolick added that the NHTL did not sit as often as Parliament , but 

that the institution always tried to obtain inputs from the NHTL in order to avoid the 

processes being challenged.   

 

House Chairperson Mr Frolick also informed the Committee that he was awaiting a detailed 

programme from the Portfolio Committees on Justice and Correctional Services, Trade and 

Industry, Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, Transport and Rural Development and Land 

Reform, as they would be meeting during the Constituency Period.  He said that committees 

determined their programmes as to which legislation they will prioritise and that there were 

challenges in processing more than one piece of legislation at the same time, as that could 

affect public participation.   

 

7.   Report by Bills Office 

Mr Bell presented a report on legislation and indicated that his Office was available to 

process legislation that would be introduced before the deadline of 30 May. 

 

The Chief Whip of the Majority Party indicated that it was clear that a number of Bills could 

be finalised during the forthcoming recess period and therefore plenaries would have to be 

scheduled in August to consider such legislation. 

 

8.   Consideration of draft Parliamentary programme 

Mr Bhengu presented the draft programme for the Second Term and highlighted the 

following: 

 
The Budget Vote debates listed below were scheduled in the form of mini-plenaries during the 

course of the next week: 

 Labour, Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs, Mineral Resources, Trade and 

Industry, Public Works, International Relations and Cooperation, Health, Police & 

Independent Police Investigative Directorate, Public Enterprises on Tuesday, 15 May. 

 Energy, Home Affairs, Agriculture and Forestry, Office of the Chief Justice and Judicial 

Administration, Public Service and Administration and Environmental Affairs on 

Wednesday, 16 May. 

 Higher Education and Training, Correctional Services, Telecommunications and Postal 

Services, Small Business Development, Tourism and Women on Thursday, 17 May. 
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 Defence and Military Veterans, Transport and National Treasury (State Security) on Friday, 

18 May. 

 
Plenaries for Vote 1 and 2, as well as consideration of the Appropriation Bill were 

provisionally scheduled for the week of 22 – 25 May.    

 

The Chief Whip of the Majority Party informed the meeting that the theme for the debate on 

Africa Day on 24 May would be ‘the legacy of Nelson Mandela in building a better Africa and 

a better world’.  The Chief Whip of the Majority Party also indicated that the Chief Whips’ 

Forum had undertaken to ensure that the mini-plenaries on budget votes proceeded smoothly 

and that they were representative of the values espoused by Parliament. He also expressed 

appreciation to all the whips and party representatives in th is regard.  

 

9.  Announcements 

There were no announcements. 

 

10.    Closure 

The meeting adjourned at 09:12. 

 


