
 
 

 

 

   NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 

  

Chairperson:        Committee Secretary: 

Speaker        A Mbanga x 3218 

 

DRAFT MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS – AS AMENDED 

    Thursday, 9 November 2017, E249 

 

Present: 

B Mbete (Speaker) 

  Bhengu, F   Mente, NV 

  Boroto, MG (House Chairperson)   Mkhaliphi, HO   

  Dlakude, DE (Deputy Chief Whip of the 

  Majority Party) 

  Mthembu, JM (Chief Whip of the Majority Party) 

  Koornhof, Dr GW (Parliamentary Counsellor to 

  the Deputy President) 

  Singh, N 

 

  Mazzone, NWA   Waters, M 

 

Staff in attendance: 

M Xaso and C Mahlangu (NA Table), S Tshabalala (Committees) and N Bell (Constitutional 

and Legal Services Office). 

 

1.  Opening remarks 

 

The Speaker opened the meeting at 08:34 and welcomed all present.  

 

 2. Apologies 

 

Apologies were tendered on behalf of Mr SL Tsenoli (Deputy Speaker), House Chairpersons 

Ms AT Didiza and Mr CT Frolick, Messrs JH Steenhuisen (Chief Whip of Opposition), NF 

Shivambu and Prof NM Khubisa.    

 

3. Consideration of draft agenda 

 

The draft agenda was adopted, as proposed. 
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4. Consideration of draft Minutes of 2 November 2017 

 

On the proposal of the Chief Whip of the Majority Party, seconded by Mr Singh, the draft 

minutes of 2 November were adopted. 

 

5. Matters arising 

 

Mr Mahlangu proposed that a report drafted by the Office on Institutions Supporting 

Democracy on the activities of State Institutions Supporting Democracy and others, which 

was requested by Mr Waters in the previous meeting, be distributed after the meeting. 

 

The Chief Whip of the Majority Party provided an update on the following matters: 

 

1) The Chief Whips’ Forum (CWF) would be undertaking a study tour to  Ghana and the 

United Kingdom in January 2018. 

2) The CWF had agreed to refer the matters related to Parmed, including the 

establishment of an ad hoc committee on Parmed and consultations with the Parmed 

Board to party caucuses for discussion. 

 

With regard to a briefing to the CWF on the report by the Chairperson of the Portfolio 

Committee on Home Affairs, the Chief Whip of the Majority Party indicated that House 

Chairperson Mr Frolick could not meet with the chairperson, as the chairperson of the 

committee had to attend to a family responsibility. 

 
Mr Singh reported that the Medicines Control Council had gazetted new regulations on the 

use of marijuana for medical and research purposes.  Based on these developments, Mr 

Tshabalala reported that the Portfolio Committee on Health intended to finalise its work on 

the Medical Innovation Bill during the current Term.  

 

6.  Report by the Committee Section 

 
In response to Ms Mazzone on whether the Portfolio Committee on Police intended to 

deliberate 

on the Critical Infrastructure Protection Amendment Bill on 30 November, Mr Tshabalala 

indicated  

that there was no update on the matter.  House Chairperson Mr Frolick was consulting the  

chairperson of the committee on whether the Bill could not be prioritised. 
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In his presentation on Bills and other matters before committees, Mr Tshabalala highlighted 

the  

following: 

 

The Standing Committee on Finance intended to finalise the Insurance Bill on 15 November.  

The Portfolio Committees on Communications and Defence and Military Veterans intended to 

deliberate on the Broadcasting Amendment Bill and Defence Amendment Bill on 14 

November, respectively.  The Portfolio Committee on Labour held further deliberations on the 

Labour Laws Amendment Bill and intended to conduct a clause-by-clause consideration of 

the Bill on 15 November.  

 
Mr Waters expressed concern that some committees are scheduled to meet on 30 November, 

when the House would be considering Votes and Schedules to the Adjustments Appropriation 

Bill from the morning of that day.  Pending consultations with House Chairperson Mr Frolick 

on the matter, the Committee noted that it would not be desirable for committees to meet that 

day.    

 

7.   Report by Bills Office 

 

Mr Bell reported that the reports on the Rates and Monetary Amounts Amendment Bill, 

Taxation Laws Amendment Bill and Taxation Laws Amendment Bill had been finalised, but 

would not be published before the Bills were classified.  The same procedure would apply to 

the Division of Revenue Amendment Bill. The Labour Relations Amendment Bill, National 

Minimum Wage Bill and the Basic Conditions of Employment Amendment Bill had been 

certified for introduction. 

 

8. Consideration of draft Parliamentary programme 

 

Mr Bhengu presented the programme for the Fourth Term and highlighted the following: 

 

The decision of question on Protection, Promotion, Development and Management of Indigenous 

Knowledge Systems Bill, Second Reading debate on Division of Revenue Amendment Bill, Second 

Reading on Public Service Commission Amendment Bill and Legal Practice Amendment Bill were 

scheduled for Tuesday, 14 November. The consideration of Budgetary Review and 

Recommendation Reports of Portfolio Committees on Trade and Industry, Public Works, Science 

and Technology, International Relations and Cooperation and the Standing Committee on Finance 

were also scheduled for that day.  The motion on ‘the provision of quality education, skills 

development and innovation is a fundamental tenet for the attainment of a developmental state’ 

sponsored by Mr M Johnson was also scheduled for 14 November.  



 4 

 

Questions to the Deputy President were rescheduled for Thursday, 16 November. Parties had 

agreed to the rescheduling of consideration of the report on recommendation of candidates for 

appointment to the Independent Communications Authority of South Africa, Budgetary Review and 

Recommendation Reports of Small Business Development, Human Settlements, Public Service 

and Administration as well as Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation, Home Affairs, Cooperative 

Governance and Traditional Affairs, Telecommunications and Postal Services and Energy, for 

Wednesday, 15 November at 14:00. 

 

Mr Bhengu also reported that the debate on 16 Days of Activism for no violence against women 

and children was scheduled for debate in the National Assembly for 21 November and that the 

Minister of Women in The Presidency had been consulted in this regard.  Ms Mente stated that the 

Standing Committee on Public Accounts and the Portfolio Committee on Social Development were 

scheduled to meet with members of the Inter-Ministerial Committee on the issues of South African 

Social Security Agency that morning. The Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority Party said that the 

morning session had been proposed in order to reduce the duration of the sitting in the afternoon 

and that it would not be a problem for those committees to meet in the morning.  In response to 

Speaker’s concern that the sitting of 21 November could be too long, Mr Xaso advised that in 

future consideration could be had to whether motions, statements and notices of motion should be 

scheduled on such days, in order to avoid long sittings. 

 

Ms Mente also asked whether it was possible to determine the availability of Ministers during 

question sessions and cited the example of the Deputy Minister of Public Service and 

Administration who she alleged did not provide competent oral replies the previous day.  The Chief 

Whip of the Majority Party contended that it was not fair to make such an allegation, as there were 

processes to be followed when one was not satisfied with the answers provided.  The Speaker said 

that the members had an option of referring such concerns to the Office of Leader of Government 

Business for consideration.   

 

In response to Mr Waters on the scheduling of the First Report of the Rules Committee on 

establishment of a subcommittee to monitor and report on Questions Endorsed as 

Unanswered, the Chief Whip of the Majority Party indicated that the matter would be 

considered at the ANC caucus that morning. 

 

Mr Waters also enquired about the status of the DA request for the scheduling of a motion of no 

confidence in the Deputy Speaker.  The Speaker replied that she was attending to the matter. 
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At the request of Mr Bhengu, it was AGREED that the proposal on the allocation of global time to 

parties for consideration of Votes and Schedules to the Adjustments Appropriation Bill would be 

considered by the CWF the following week. 

   
 
 
 
9. Announcements 

 

There were no announcements. 

  

10.    Closure 

 

The meeting adjourned at 09:00. 


