
 
 

 

 

   NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 

  

Chairperson:        Committee Secretary: 

Speaker        A Mbanga x 3218 

 

DRAFT MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

    Thursday, 2 November 2017, E249 

 

Present: 

SL Tsenoli (Deputy Speaker) 

  Bhengu, F   Mkhaliphi, HO 

  Boroto, MG (House Chairperson)   Mthembu, JM (Chief Whip of the Majority Party) 

  Frolick, CT (House Chairperson)    Singh, N 

  Khubisa, Prof NM   Steenhuisen, JH (Chief Whip of the  

  Opposition) 

  Koornhof (Parliamentary Counsellor to the  

  Deputy President) 

  Waters, M 

  Mazzone, NWA  

 

Staff in attendance: 

Ms PN Tyawa (Acting-Secretary to Parliament), Messrs C Mahlangu (NA Table), S Tshabalala 

(Committees) and N Bell (Constitutional and Legal Services Office).  

 

1.  Opening remarks 

 

The Deputy Speaker opened the meeting at 08:34 and welcomed all present.  

 

 2. Apologies 

 

Apologies were tendered on behalf of the Speaker, Ms DE Dlakude (Deputy Chief Whip of 

the Majority Party) and Mr NLS Kwankwa.    

 

3. Consideration of draft agenda 

 

The draft agenda was adopted, as proposed. 
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4. Consideration of draft Minutes of 26 October 2017 

 

On the proposal of Mr Bhengu, seconded by Mr Singh, the draft minutes of 26 October were 

adopted. 

 

5. Matters arising 

 

The Chief Whip of the Opposition asked whether there was feedback on the request for 

extension of the deadline for the implementation of the remedial action contained in the 

Public Protector’s State of Capture report, as well as lack of action by the Chairperson of the 

Portfolio Committee on Home Affairs on the directive from House Chairperson Mr Frolick that 

committees should consider the allegations on State Capture.  House Chairperson Mr Frolick 

clarified that the Office on Institutions Supporting Democracy (OISD) was supposed to 

monitor the activities of Chapter 9 institutions and follow up on matters referred to 

committees in order to advise the Speaker on possible interventions, when necessary.  He 

said that committees, including the Portfolio Committee on Justice and Correctional Services, 

had many pieces of legislation before them and that could result in other matters before them 

falling further down the lists of matters for consideration.  He undertook to discuss with the 

Deputy Speaker possible proactive measures that the unit could take regarding monitoring 

and reporting on matters before committees.   

 

In response to Mr Waters’ question regarding the availability of a schedule of the Portfolio 

Committee on Justice and Correctional Services that he had previously requested, the Chief 

Whip of the Majority Party indicated that the meeting had agreed to refer all matters relating 

to the function of committees to Mr Frolick.  He added that the Programme Committee could 

not focus on the work of one committee but had to deal with the broader programme of the 

institution and that, where necessary, the Programme Committee would delegate any matter 

to relevant office-bearers.  The Chief Whip of the Opposition stated that the Rules place an 

obligation on the Programme Committee to implement rules pertaining to the functioning of 

committees.  House Chairperson Mr Frolick stated that he would consult with the 

Chairperson of the Portfolio Committee on Justice and Correctional Services regarding his 

committee’s programme for the remainder of the year and First Term of 2018 to ensure that 

all the concerns raised in the meeting were taken into account.   

 

House Chairperson Mr Frolick also indicated that the Chairperson of the Portfolio Committee 

on Home Affairs promised to provide a report on the concerns that his committee was not 

acting on the directive that committees should consider the state of capture issue that he 
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would forward to all parties.  The chairperson of the Portfolio Committee on Home Affairs had 

been requested to place the report on the agenda for consideration by that committee.   

 

The Deputy Speaker informed the meeting that House Chairperson Mr Frolick had facilitated 

a  briefing by presiding officers to the Speakers’ Forum on the work of the OISD unit in 

relation to the functions of Chapter 9 institutions.  The Chief Whip of the Majority Party added 

that the unit should follow up on matters that had been referred to committees for 

consideration before such matters were raised in the Programme Committee.  It was 

AGREED that a comprehensive briefing on matters before committees would be provided to 

the CWF.   

 

 Mr Waters proposed that the OISD unit should report to the Programme Committee on its 

activities. The Deputy Speaker undertook to refer the matter to the Speaker’s Office for 

consideration. 

 

6.  Report by the Committee Section 

 
In his presentation on Bills and other matters before committees, Mr Tshabalala highlighted 

the  

following: 

 

The Portfolio Committees on Public Service and Administration and Justice and Correctional 

Services had finalised the Public Service Commission Amendment Bill and the Legal Practice 

Amendment Bill, respectively.  The Portfolio Committee on Communications intended to 

finalise the Films and Publications Amendment Bill on 14 November. 

 

The Standing Committee on Finance intended to finalise the Rates and Monetary Amounts 

Amendment Bill on 8 November. 

 

Mr Tshabalala also indicated that the Portfolio Committee on Communications had finalised a 

report on recommendation of candidates for appointment to the Independent 

Communications Authority of South Africa (Icasa). 

 

Ms Mazzone expressed concern that written submissions on the Critical Infrastructure 

Protection Amendment Bill were advertised for less than a month and that only two days 

were set aside for hearings, and that members of the Portfolio Committee on Police could not 

be expected to deliberate on such an important Bill on 30 November, as the House would be 

considering Votes and Schedules to the Adjustments Appropriation Bill.  House Chairperson 
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Mr Frolick explained that the requirements for the advertisement of the Bill had been met and 

that the processing of the Bill and the finalisation date would be monitored.   

 

With regards to progress on the Medical Innovation Bill, Mr Singh reported that he and Mr F 

Mahlalela, a member of the Portfolio Committee on Health from the ANC, had not yet met on 

the regulations on the use of marijuana for research purposes.  He indicated that they were 

awaiting the gazetting of the new regulations and that a report would be provided in the 

following week. 

 

7.   Report by Bills Office 

 

Mr Bell said that the report of the Bills’ Office was in line with the report of the Committee  

Section.  

 

8. Consideration of draft Parliamentary programme 

 

Mr Bhengu presented the programme for the Fourth Term and highlighted the following: 

 

The Second Reading debate on Traditional and Khoi-San Leadership Bill, Budgetary Review and 

Recommendation Reports of Portfolio Committees on Social Development, Basic Education, 

Justice and Correctional Services as well as a motion from the EFF on ‘nationalisation of banks 

without compensation’ were scheduled for Tuesday, 7 November   

 

Questions to the Governance cluster and consideration of the Report of the Standing 

Committee on Finance on Revised Fiscal Framework and Revenue Proposals were 

scheduled for Wednesday, 8 November.  The Minister of Public Service and Administration 

was attending an international conference and the Deputy Minister would respond to 

questions.  At the request of Mr Waters, it was AGREED in view of the fact that the country 

was facing economic challenges, there would be a debate on the report on Revised Fiscal 

Framework and Revenue Proposals. 

 

The consideration of reports of Portfolio Committees on Mineral Resources, Police, Public Works, 

Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries and Home Affairs, as well as Budgetary Review and 

Recommendation Reports of Portfolio Committee on Higher Education and Training and Health 

were scheduled for Thursday, 9 November. 

 

Mr Bhengu also advised that the National Council of Provinces had proposed that the Joint 

Programme Committee should meet on 16 November. 



 5 

 

The Chief Whip of the Opposition asked for feedback on the request from the Leader of the 

Opposition for an urgent question to be included for that afternoon’s list of questions to the 

President.  The Deputy Speaker said that the Speaker was attending to the matter. 

 

Mr Waters asked about the scheduling of the First Report of the Rules Committee on the  

establishment of a Subcommittee to Monitor Responses to Questions Endorsed as Unanswered. 

The Chief Whip of the Majority Party explained that the ANC had requested an opportunity to brief 

the relevant role-players on the matter, particularly members of the Executive, prior to the 

scheduling of the report.  The report would be scheduled before Parliament rose.  

 

The Chief Whip of the Majority Party informed the meeting that the CWF had deliberated on the 

concerns of members that the Parmed Medical Aid was too expensive.  He said that the meeting  

agreed that parties should consult each other regarding the establishment of a Parliamentary 

committee which should  consider the matter, notwithstanding the fact that the matter had been 

taken to court by one of the political parties.  

 

The Chief Whip of the Majority Party expressed appreciation to the Office of the Speaker and the 

administration for briefing the CWF on the preparations for the President’s 2018 State-of-the-

Nation Address.  He said that matters of a political nature should be addressed in order to avoid 

challenges that had been experienced previously.  It was AGREED that the political matters would 

be addressed at a forum of presiding officers and the chief whips or party representatives. 

   
9. Announcements 

 

There were no announcements. 

  

10.    Closure 

 

The meeting adjourned at 09:10. 


