
 
 

 

 

   NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 

  

Chairperson:        Committee Secretary: 

Speaker        A Mbanga x 3218 

 

DRAFT MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

    Thursday, 17 August 2017, E249 

 

Present: 

Didiza, AT (House Chairperson)   

  Bhengu, F    Mente, NV  

  Frolick, CT (House Chairperson)   Mthembu, JM (Chief Whip of the Majority 

  Party) 

   Khubisa, Prof NM   Singh, N 

  Mazzone, NWA   Waters, M 

 

Staff in attendance: 

Mr M Xaso (NA Table), Dr T Ganyaza-Twalo (Committees), Mr N Bell and Adv. CR van der 

Merwe (Constitutional and Legal Services Office). 

 

1.  Opening remarks 

 

House Chairperson Didiza opened the meeting at 08:34. 

 

 2. Apologies 

 

Apologies were tendered on behalf of the Speaker Ms B Mbete, Deputy Speaker Mr SL 

Tsenoli, House Chairperson Ms MG Boroto, Mr JH Steenhuisen (Chief Whip of the 

Opposition), Ms DE Dlakude (Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority Party), Dr GW Koornhof  

(Parliamentary Counsellor to the Deputy President), Mr N F Shivambu and Ms H O Hlophe.    

 

3.  Consideration of the draft agenda 

 

The draft agenda was adopted, as proposed. 
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4. Consideration of draft Minutes of 15 June 2017 

 

On the proposal of the Chief Whip of the Majority Party, seconded by Mr Singh, the minutes 

of 15 June were adopted. 

 

5. Matters arising 

 

Mr Waters said that some committee chairpersons were reluctant to consider the issue of ‘state 

capture’. He added that the Portfolio Committee on Public Enterprises had not been provided with 

the additional resources required for its inquiry into Eskom despite assurances previously given.  

He said that a three-person delegation from the Committee had been established to approach the 

Speaker to request assistance in order for the committee to proceed with its work.   

 

Mr Singh requested that the process of consultation with the Speaker be allowed to unfold.  He 

added that committees should be provided with all the necessary resources that they require.  

House Chairperson Mr Frolick agreed and explained that the matter was receiving the necessary 

attention.  He explained the background to the legal opinion provided to the committee and added 

that the expression of differing views in committee deliberations should not be interpreted as being 

dismissive of the seriousness of the task.   

 

House Chairperson Mr Frolick reminded the committee of the letters he wrote to Chairpersons of 

committees about conducting oversight into alleged ‘state capture’, and stated that he expected a 

response from chairpersons on the matter.  In cases where there was an overlap of scope of work, 

committees would be allowed to confer with other committees, as part of a coordinated effort.    

 

Ms Mente said that there was a view that other committees duplicated the work of the Standing 

Committee on Public Accounts (SCOPA), but that she held a different view as SCOPA was 

specifically established to consider the mismanagement of funds.  House Chairperson Mr Frolick 

said that he could not respond to general sentiments expressed around the matter but the matter 

had been referred to appropriate structures.  House Chairperson Ms Didiza also indicated that, 

following the meeting of the Chief Whips’ Forum (CWF), some of the matters raised had since 

been referred to Mr Frolick’s office. 

 

Mr. Singh expressed concern that there was no progress on the Medical Innovation Bill and 

indicated that the regulation of cannabis was a billion rand industry and that a number of people 

were interested in the matter.  He said that he was in possession of an article titled ‘South Africa 

has its very own secret government-funded cannabis farm’.  Therefore, there was a perception out 

in the public that this was part of ‘state capture’ in that the ruling party could be involved in the 
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issuing of licenses to themselves.  Mr Singh requested that the Chairperson of the Portfolio 

Committee on Health be consulted in order for the matter to be expedited.    

 

6.  Report by the Committee Section 

 

Dr Ganyaza-Twalo made a presentation on Bills and other matters before committees and  

highlighted the following: 

 

The Portfolio Committee on Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs intended to 

conduct public hearings in Vredenburg on 21 August on the Traditional and Khoi-San 

Leadership Bill.  A request for a briefing by the Department of Health on the progress 

regarding regulations on the Medical Innovation Bill had been referred to the Portfolio 

Committee on Health.  The matter would be addressed after the public hearings on the Bill in 

August. 

 

The Portfolio Committee on Communications would conduct shortlisting and interviews on the 

recommendation of candidates to the Media Development and Diversity Agency and the 

Board of the South African Broadcasting Corporation. It intended to finalise that process on 4 

and 5 September.  The Portfolio Committee on Transport had finalised the Administrative 

Adjudication of Road Traffic Offences Amendment Bill. 

 

Mr Waters said that he was concerned that some committees were scheduled to meet on 29 

and 30 September, although the International Women’s Conference was scheduled for that 

period. He requested that there be consistency, as plenaries had been cancelled in order for 

members to honour the event.  House Chairperson Mr Frolick explained that, due to the number 

of bills that needed to be finalised by committees, some of which had constitutional 

requirements, some committees may have to meet.  He undertook to monitor and attend to the 

matter accordingly.  He explained however that some committees had been urged to re-work their 

programmes in order to avoid the end-of-year rush to finalise bills, which would still be referred to 

the National Council of Provinces for concurrence.   

 

Mr Frolick indicated that the process of shortlisting candidates by the Portfolio Committee on 

Communications would be delayed but the committee was informed that it would be allowed 

additional time in order to meet its deadlines, should that be required.  The Chief Whip of the 

Majority Party added that, as a hosting country for an international event, Parliament should not 

have any other activities that might be seen to be competing with the event, and indicated that all 

women members were expected to attend the Conference.  It was AGREED that the matter would 

be referred to the CWF for consideration. 
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7.   Report by Bills Office 

 

Report on Legislation with Constitutional Court deadlines 

Adv. Van der Merwe presented a report on legislation with Constitutional Court deadlines and 

reported that Section 34(1)(b) and (d) of the Immigration Act 13 of 2002 had a Constitutional Court 

deadline of 28 June 2019 and that the legal services had discussed the matter with the 

Chairperson of the Portfolio Committee on Home Affairs.  The chairperson would consult the 

department on how it intended to process the matter in order to meet the deadline.  The Criminal 

Procedure Amendment Bill had been finalised and assented to by the President.  

 

List of Pre-1994 Legislation on Statute Book 

Adv. Van der Merwe presented a report on the list of legislation enacted prior to 1994 that was still 

on the statute book. She explained that consultations took place with the NA Table, which advised 

that the report be referred to the Rules Committee for further processing.  Mr Singh suggested that 

a brief presentation on the list be made in the following week.  It was, however, AGREED that the 

matter would be referred to the Rules Committee for consideration.  

 

8. Consideration of draft Parliamentary programme 

Mr Bhengu presented the Parliamentary Programme for the Third Term and highlighted the 

following: 

On Tuesday, 22 August, the following matters were scheduled: the motion of condolence for Mr TJ 

Bonhomme, consideration of the Red Tape Impact Assessment Bill and the Second Reading 

debate on Traditional Leadership and Governance Framework Amendment Bill.  The consideration 

of Recommendation of candidates to fill vacancies on Council of Independent Communications 

Authority of South Africa and Permission in terms of Rule 286(4)(c) to inquire into amending other 

provisions of Unemployment Insurance Act, 2001 as well as the motion from the ANC on ‘Defining 

the strategy that will give the necessary impetus for tangible economic growth’, were also 

scheduled for 22 August. 

 

Questions to the Deputy President and consideration of six reports of Portfolio Committee on Basic 

Education were scheduled for Wednesday, 23 August. 

On Thursday, 24 August, consideration of reports of Portfolio Committees on Human Settlements, 

Higher Education and Training and Tourism were scheduled.  

Questions to the President were scheduled for 31 August. 
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Mr Singh asked if a debate on Women’s Parliament would also be scheduled, since the 

International Women’s Conference was scheduled for 29 and 30 August.  The Chief Whip of the 

Majority Party explained that it would have been ideal to schedule such a debate, considering the 

concerns around violence against women but that such a conference would also be considering 

those matters.  It was AGREED that the scheduling of the debate would be referred to the CWF for 

consideration. 

 

Mr Bhengu informed the meeting that the week of 11 – 15 September was scheduled for 

Committees/Oversight and that consultations on whether to conduct any other business 

during that period were taking place.  The Chief Whip of the Majority Party also indicated that 

there was a possibility of members of the CWF undertaking a study tour abroad during that 

week. 

 

It was AGREED that the condolence motion for Mr TZM Khoza would be scheduled for 7 

September. 

 

Mr Waters asked if there was a response from the Speaker on the request by the Chief Whip of the 

Opposition for consideration of a constitutional motion on the dissolution of the National Assembly, 

as it should be prioritised.  House Chairperson Ms Didiza replied that she would follow-up on the 

matter. 

 

12. Announcements 

 

There were no announcements. 

 

 13.    Closure 

 

The meeting adjourned at 09:20. 

 

 


