
 
 

 

 

   NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 

  

Chairperson:        Committee Secretary:  

Speaker        A Mbanga x 3218 

DRAFT MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

    Thursday, 2 March 2017, E249 

 

Present: 

B Mbete (Speaker)   

  Bhengu, F   Kwankwa, NLS 

  Boroto, MG (House Chairperson)   Mazzone, NWA 

  Didiza, AT (House Chairperson)     Mente, NV 

  Dlakude, DE (Deputy Chief Whip of the 

  Majority Party) 

  Mthembu, JM (Chief Whip of the Majority 

  Party) 

  Frolick, C T (House Chairperson)   Steenhuisen, JH (Chief Whip of the 

  Opposition) 

  Hlengwa, M   Tsenoli, SL (Deputy Speaker) 

  Hlophe, HO   Van der Merwe, LL 

  Khubisa, Prof NM      Waters, M   

  Koornhof, Dr GW (Parliamentary Counsellor to 

  the Deputy President)   

    

 

Staff in attendance: 

M Xaso (NA Table), S Tshabalala (Committees), N Bell (Constitutional and Legal Services 

Office) and K Zweni (Office of Institutions Supporting Democracy).  

 

1.  Opening remarks 

The Speaker opened the meeting at 08:34.  

 

 2. Apologies 

  An apology was tendered on behalf of Mr N Singh. 

 

3.  Consideration of the agenda 
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The agenda was adopted as proposed. 

 

4. Consideration of draft Minutes of 23 February 2017  

On the proposal of Mr Bhengu, seconded by the Chief Whip of the Majority Party, the minutes 

of 23 February were adopted. 

 

5. Matters arising 

The Chief Whip of the Opposition indicated that the Office of the Speaker had previously  

advised him that all the reports received by the Assembly in terms of Rule 337 had been  

tabled and referred to the relevant parliamentary structures, including the reports of the  

South African Humans Rights Commission (SAHRC). After the Speaker had confirmed that in  

the previous meeting of the Programme Committee, reports of the SAHRC dated between 

2014 and 2016 were subsequently tabled in the Announcements, Tablings and Committee  

Reports.  He asked why the reports had not been tabled on time. Mr Xaso explained that  

when the enquiry was made, the matter was referred to the Office on Institutions Supporting  

Democracy and it was established that only one had been delayed and that matter was  

communicated.  This was the report of the Public Service Commission. He said that he would  

find out what caused the delay in tabling the reports referred to. 

 

Mr Zweni clarified that the Office of the Speaker had approached the SAHRC on why the  

reports were not sent to Parliament and that a report would be given.  The Chief Whip of the  

Opposition said that he had made an enquiry at the SAHRC and the Commission was 

surprised  

that the reports were never tabled. He urged that the matter be investigated.  The Speaker  

also requested Mr Xaso to look into the matter.  

    

6.  Report by the Committee Section 

Mr Tshabalala made a presentation on Bills and other matters before committees and  

highlighted the following: 

 

The Portfolio Committee on Home Affairs intended to finalise the Border Management 

Authority Bill on 14 March.  The Performers’ Protection Amendment Bill had been referred to 

the National House of Traditional Leaders (NHTL) for comment.  The Ad Hoc Committee on 

South African Broadcasting Corporation (SABC) Board Inquiry had finalised its report and the 

Portfolio Committee on Communications had finalised its list of candidates recommended for 

appointment to the Council of Independent Communications Authority of South Africa.  The 

Ad Hoc Committee on the Filling of Vacancies in the Commission on Gender Equality  

intended to finalise its report on 16 March.   
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Mr Tshabalala also indicated that the Standing Committee on Finance intended to finalise the 

Fiscal Framework and Revenue Proposals on 7 March. In view of the recent judgment 

against the process followed in withdrawing from the International Criminal Court (ICC), the 

Portfolio Committee on Justice and Correctional Services had postponed the hearings which 

had been scheduled for 7 and 8 March.  The Chief Whip of the Opposition said that the 10-

day period advertised by the committee for comments on withdrawal from ICC may not be 

adequate to give effect to the judgment.  

 

With regard to the Border Management Authority Bill, Ms Hlophe requested the Parliamentary 

Counsellor to the Deputy President to request the Leader of Government Business to 

intervene in the pending agreement between the Department of Home Affairs and South 

African Revenue Services on custom rates collection as that would be dealt with by the 

committee. The Parliamentary Counsellor to the Deputy President said that the matter was 

receiving attention. 

 

Mr Waters expressed gratitude to all the staff members supporting the Ad Hoc Committee on 

the SABC Board Inquiry and said that Parliament should also recognise the hard work of 

these staff members.  Mr Waters asked whether a date had been set aside for the interviews 

of candidates for appointment to the interim SABC Board by the Portfolio Committee on 

Communications.  Mr Tshabalala replied that a date had not yet been set.  The Speaker said 

that it was important that such a date was set as in her consultations with the Minister of 

Communications, they were in agreement that the finalisation of the report of the ad hoc 

committee and the appointment of the interim board would be processed simultaneously.  

The Chief Whip of the Majority Party indicated that the consideration of candidates for 

appointment to the interim board was underway.  Parties had submitted names to the 

committee and it would be deliberating on the five names in the following week, and that the 

process would not take long. 

 

 

7.   Report by Bills Office 

Mr Bell reported that the Legal Services unit had been researching on queries from the 

Portfolio Committee on Public Works on whether the Expropriation Bill should be sent to the 

NHTL. He said that the committee had opted to publish an interim report for the House to 

refer the matter to the NHTL or to request for reclassification of the Bill.  The Deputy Speaker 

advised that the Bill should be referred to the NHTL and that the committee should be 

informed that the Programme Committee had made the recommendation.  

 

8. Consideration of draft Parliamentary programme  



 4 

Mr Bhengu presented the Parliamentary Programme for the First Term and highlighted the 

following: 

Consideration of reports on the SABC Board Inquiry into the fitness of the SABC Board and 

Recommendation of candidates to fill vacancies on the Council of Independent Communications 

Authority of South Africa as well as a motion the motion on ‘promoting harmonious co-existence 

and respect for the rights of all persons, inclusive of foreign nationals, as enjoined by our 

Constitution’ were scheduled for Tuesday, 7 March.  Questions to Cluster 3: Governance and 

Deputy President were scheduled for 8 and 9 March, respectively.  Consideration of the report on 

Fiscal Framework and Revenue Proposals was also provisionally scheduled for 8 March. 

A motion by Ms L L van der Merwe on the looming South African Social Services Agency 

grant payments crisis was scheduled for 14 March. Mr Bhengu said that the venues for mini 

plenaries scheduled for 14 March would be the Old Assembly Chamber and E249.  Mr 

Waters requested that the Programme Committee should be consulted on the agenda for the 

mini plenaries. 

 
The Chief Whip of the Opposition said that he fully supported a full debate on the Fiscal 

Framework and Revenue Proposals, adding that it was important for the House to engage 

sufficiently on the state of the economy.  

 

Ms Hlophe informed the Committee that the EFF would not participate in the launch of the 

20th Anniversary of the Constitution and the NCOP, which was scheduled for 09:00 in the 

National Assembly chamber the following day, 3 March. She said that they would only 

participate in the Joint Sitting. The Chief Whip of the Opposition thanked everyone who was 

involved in the intervention regarding preparations for the launch and indicated that there 

was still time to ensure that the other activities planned for the year would be a success. Mr 

Kwankwa asked if it was possible for members to be informed of developments relating to the 

concerns raised in the Chief Whips’ Forum.   

 

House Chairperson Ms Didiza explained that a letter had been circulated to all the whips 

outlining all the concerns and how they were addressed. W ith regard to members’ 

participation, she said that it was agreed that all members would participate in the launch, 

instead of proportional allocations as had been previously planned.  Upon consultations with 

the parties that expressed interest in the panel composition, it was possible to add two 

members from those parties although it was not possible to get everyone else that parties 

would have liked to have.  
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It was agreed that there would be an opportunity for party inputs of four minutes each. House 

Chairperson Ms Didiza indicated that the event would be in a form of a panel discussion and 

that a Joint Sitting could be scheduled for the Human Rights Day debate, pending 

consultations with the National Council of Provinces.  It was also agreed that consul tations 

would be done with the Chief Whips’ Forum on the roll out of the year-long activities.  She 

also conveyed the presiding off icers’ apologies for any misunderstanding that had occurred 

regarding the preparations and indicated that it was not intentional and that in future there 

would be an improvement. 

     

9. Announcements 

There were no announcements. 

 

10.    Closure 

The meeting adjourned at 08:58. 

 


