
 
 

 

 

   NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 

  

Chairperson:        Committee Secretary:  

Speaker        A Mbanga x 3218 

 

DRAFT MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

    Thursday, 24 November 2016, E249 

 

Present: 

B Mbete (Speaker)   

  Bhengu, F   Mazzone, NWA 

  Boroto, MG (House Chairperson)   Mthembu, JM (Chief Whip of the Majority 

  Party)  

  Didiza, AT (House Chairperson)   Ndlozi, MQ    

  Dlakude, DE (Deputy Chief Whip of the 

  Majority Party)  

  Steenhuisen, JH (Chief Whip of the  

  Opposition)  

  Frolick, CT (House Chairperson)   Tsenoli, SL 

  Hlophe, HO   Waters, M   

  Koornhof, Dr GW (Parliamentary Counsellor to 

  the Deputy President) 

 

 

Staff in attendance: 

Mr M Xaso (NA Table), Mr S Tshabalala (Committees), Mr N Bell and Adv Z Adhikarie 

(Constitutional and Legal Services Office). 

 

1. Opening remarks 

 

The Speaker opened the meeting at 08:35. 

 

 2. Apologies 

 

Apologies were tendered on behalf of Messrs NF Shivambu, N Singh and Prof NM Khubisa. 
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3. Consideration of the agenda 

 

The agenda was adopted as proposed. 

 

4. Consideration of draft Minutes of 17 November 2016 

 

On the proposal of the Chief Whip of the Opposition, seconded by the Deputy Chief Whip of 

the Majority Party, the minutes of 17 November were adopted. 

 

5. Matters arising 

    

Mr Ndlozi requested an update on the compilation of the list of legislation passed before 1994.  

Adv. Adhikarie said that a preliminary report had been compiled from databases but had not yet 

been verified against statutes.  The Chief Whip of the Majority Party said that he could not 

understand the rationale for the debate on the same matter earlier in the week as the draft 

resolution proposed a parallel process to the work being undertaken by the Legal Services unit.  

 

6.  Report by the Committee Section 

 

Mr Tshabalala made a presentation on Bills and other matters before committees and  

highlighted the following: 

 

The Department of Health would draft regulations on the Medical Innovation Bill and the Portfolio 

Committee on Labour intended to finalise the Labour Laws Amendment Bill on 7 December.    

 

The Ad Hoc Committee on the South African Broadcasting Corporation Board Inquiry intended to 

meet with certain stakeholders on 29 November in order to receive their inputs.  The Ad Hoc 

Committee on the filling of vacancies in the Commission for Gender Equality had recently elected 

its chairperson.  The Portfolio Committee on Public Service and Administration intended to finalise 

the filling of vacancies in the Public Service Commission on 30 November. 

 

Mr Tshabalala also presented a report on petitions and indicated that they had been referred to the 

respective Portfolio Committees for processing.  He added that House Chairperson Mr Frolick had 

urged the committees to finalise the petitions as soon as possible. Mr Frolick explained that the 

Public Participation Model proposed a new procedure, timeframes and processes on how petitions 

should be considered by committees.  He said that most of the petitions concerned local 

government issues raised shortly before the Local Government Elections. 
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In response to the Chief Whip of the Opposition, House Chairperson Mr Frolick advised that the 

Standing Committee on Finance could finalise the Financial Sector Regulation Bill earlier than 

expected and had responded to his appeal to committees to finalise legislation before them.   

 

Mr Ndlozi raised a concern about the postponement, without proper consultation, of the meeting of 

the Ad Hoc Joint Committee on the Appointment of Board Members to the National Youth 

Development Agency on 21 November.  House Chairperson Mr Frolick explained that the matter 

was receiving attention and that the meeting was postponed due to the non-availability of members 

of the National Council of Provinces.  The Chief Whip of the Majority Party indicated that one 

member of the National Assembly serving on that committee was on parliamentary business in 

Morocco.  Mr Ndlozi suggested that members who were not available could be replaced by new 

members in order to ensure that the business of the committee did not suffer.  The Speaker 

emphasised that parliamentary business should not suffer due to the unavailability of certain 

members.  

 

7.   Report by Bills Office 

 

Mr Bell presented a report on Bills currently before the National Assembly and reported that 

the Adjustments Appropriation Bill would be referred to the Standing Committee on 

Appropriations once the National Council of Provinces had passed the Division of Revenue 

Amendment Bill on 29 November. 

 

8. Consideration of draft Parliamentary programme 

 

Mr Bhengu presented the parliamentary programme for the Fourth Term and highlighted the 

following: 

 

The First and Second Reading debates on Rates and Monetary Amounts and Amendment of 

Revenue Laws Bill, Rates and Monetary Amounts and Amendment of Revenue Laws 

(Administration) Bill, Taxation Laws Amendment Bill and Tax Administration Laws Amendment Bill 

as well as two international agreements were re-scheduled for Tuesday, 29 November. The 

consideration of Candidate nominated for appointment as Inspector-General of Intelligence 

Services, a member’s motion on ‘whether free higher education for all is possible’ as well as the 

debate on ‘the impact on the economy of the recent decisions by the National Prosecutions 

Authority’ were also scheduled for that day. 
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It was AGREED that there would be a debate on the report of the Joint Standing Committee 

on Intelligence on nomination for appointment of the Inspector-General of Intelligence, 

instead of declarations by parties.  The Chief Whip of the Majority Party reminded the 

Committee that all parties should ensure that their members attended the sitting on that day 

in order for the House to recommend the nominated candidate with the required two-thirds 

vote.  

 

Questions to the Social Services cluster were scheduled for Wednesday, 30 November. 

Committee reports, members’ statements and notices of motions were scheduled for 29 

November and 1 December.  First and Second Reading debates on Finance Bill and 

committee reports were also scheduled for Thursday, 1 December.  A debate on the impact 

of fracking was also re-scheduled for that day.   

 

It was AGREED that the statement by the Minister of Rural Development and Land Reform 

on land-related matters would be scheduled for 1 December. 

 

Mr Bhengu indicated that the report of the Ad Hoc Joint Committee on the Appointment of 

Board Members to the National Youth Development Agency and Second Reading debate on 

Financial Sector Regulation Bill would be provisionally scheduled for 6 December.   

 

Ms Hlophe asked why Ministers of Arts and Culture and Sports and Recreation would not be 

available during Questions to the Social Services cluster as reported by Mr Bhengu.  The Chief 

Whip of the Opposition expressed concern that the Minister of Sports and Recreation had not been 

available in the previous questions session and would still not be available for the second session 

in a row. He said that his primary constitutional duty was towards Parliament and the dates for 

questions were communicated long ago.  The Chief Whip of the Majority Party said that if indeed 

the Minister did not attend the last question session, the Speaker should address the matter with 

the Leader of Government Business.  

 

In relation to Mr Bhengu’s proposal that a debate on the 20 th Anniversary of the Constitution 

be scheduled for 6 December, Mr Ndlozi proposed that the matter be debated at a joint sitting 

of Parliament.  The Speaker added that the idea of a joint sitting was appropriate as the 20th 

Anniversary of the Constitution coincided with the 20 th anniversary of the NCOP.  The Chief 

Whip of the Majority Party proposed that the joint sitting be scheduled for the morning of 8 

December.  Mr Waters advised that the NCOP would probably not be available that day as it 

would have few more sittings than the National Assembly. It was AGREED that the 

programming whip would consult the National Council of Provinces on the possibility of 

conducting the debate in a joint sitting.   
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9. Announcements 

There were no announcements. 

 

10.    Closure 

The meeting adjourned at 09:20. 


