
 
 

 

 

   NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 

  

Chairperson:        Committee Secretary:  

Speaker        A Mbanga x 3218 

     

DRAFT MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

    Thursday, 5 May 2016, E249 

Present: 

B Mbete (Speaker) 

  Bhengu, F   Mthembu, JM (Chief Whip of the Majority 

  Party) 

  Boroto, MG (House Chairperson)    Singh, N 

  Frolick, CT (House Chairperson)   Tsenoli, SL (Deputy Speaker) 

  Khubisa, Prof NM   Steenhuisen, JH (Chief Whip of the Opposition) 

  Koornhof, Dr GW   Waters, M 

 

Staff in attendance: 

G Mgidlana (Secretary to Parliament), M Xaso (Secretary to the NA), N Bell (Constitutional 

and Legal Services Office) and S Tshabalala (Committees). 

 

1. Opening remarks 

The Speaker opened the meeting at 08:33. 

 
2. Apologies 

Apologies were tendered on behalf of House Chairperson Ms A T Didiza and Ms D E 

Dlakude (Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority Party). 

 

3. Consideration of the agenda 

The agenda was adopted as proposed. 

 

4. Consideration of Minutes of 21 April 2016 

On the proposal of House Chairperson Ms Boroto, seconded by Mr Singh, the minutes 

of 21 April were adopted subject to the correction that the meeting of the committee 

was opened by the Deputy Speaker, and not the Speaker. 
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5. Matters arising 

Mr Xaso informed the Committee that the House would soon consider a draft resolution 

mandating the Standing Committee on Finance to review the Money Bills Amendment 

Procedure and Related Matters Act. 

 

6.  Report by the Committee Section 

Mr Tshabalala presented a document on Bills and other matters before committees as 

follows: 

 

The Standing Committee on Finance had finalised the Financial Intelligence Centre 

Amendment Bill and the Portfolio Committee on Higher Education and Training intended to 

finalise the Higher Education Amendment Bill on 11 May. 

 

The Ad Hoc Joint Committee to nominate members of the Board of National Youth 

Development Agency was scheduled to further deliberate on 5 May. The Portfolio 

Committee on Justice and Correctional Services intended to finalise the appointment of 

candidates as full-time commissioners to the South African Human Rights Commission on 

11 May.   

 

7.   Report by Bills Office 

Mr Bell presented a report on bills before the National Assembly committees and indicated 

that the Children’s Amendment Bill and Children’s Second Amendment Bill were ready for 

consideration by the House. 

 
8. Consideration of draft Parliamentary programme 

Mr Bhengu presented the parliamentary programme for the Second Term and 

highlighted the following: 

Extended Public Committees (EPCs) were scheduled to continue from 10 May to 11 May 

and Vote 2: Parliament as well as consideration of reports on budget votes was scheduled 

for 12 May. 

 

The consideration of the Report of the Ad Hoc Joint Committee to nominate members of the 

Board of National Youth Development Agency, the Second Reading debate on Financial 

Intelligence Centre Amendment Bill and First Reading debate on the Appropriation Bill were 

provisionally scheduled for 18 May at 10:00. The consideration of Votes and Schedule to 

the Appropriation Bill and Second Reading debate on the Appropriation Bill was also 

scheduled for the same day. 
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The Second Reading debates on the Appropriation Bill, Immigration Amendment Bill, Plant 

Improvement Amendment Bill and Plant Breeders’ Rights Bill were scheduled for 19 May. 

 

In order to accommodate Questions to the Deputy President and the number of legislation 

expected to be finalised towards the end of the Term, Mr Bhengu indicated that the period 

of sitting of the National Assembly would be extended to the week of 23 – 27 May. The 

condolence motion for Ms Dene Smuts, former member of the DA, members’ statements, 

Second Reading debates on the Unemployment Insurance Amendment Bill, Children’s 

Amendment Bill and Children’s Second Amendment Bill, Higher Education Amendment Bill, 

committee reports as well as the ACDP motion would be scheduled for 24 May. Questions 

to the Deputy President and Peace and Security cluster were scheduled for 25 May.  A 

plenary was also provisionally scheduled for 26 May for legislation and committee reports. 

 

The Chief Whip of the Majority Party, on behalf of the Committee, requested the Speaker to 

convey a word of appreciation to the Executive for being available in the week of 23 – 27 

May despite having scheduled a Cabinet meeting in Pretoria on 25 May.  The Speaker 

indicated that the Office of Leader of Government Business would convey the message. 

 

In response to Mr Waters, Mr Bhengu advised that the draft programme for the Third Term 

indicating when members would return after the Elections on 3 August, would be tabled the 

following week. 

 

Mr Xaso advised that as a result of the cancellation of the plenary scheduled for the 

morning of 17 May, a resolution suspending motions without notice and notices of motions 

in the afternoon of that day would have to be passed by the House. 

 

The Chief Whip of the Opposition expressed his appreciation for the messages of 

condolences received for Ms Smuts and indicated that a memorial service would be held 

the following Thursday, 12 May in the Old Assembly Chamber at 12:30.  He indicated that a 

formal invitation would be extended to all parties and that light refreshments would be 

served afterwards in the Palm Court in Marks Building. 

 

9. Announcements 

House Chairperson Mr Frolick reminded the meeting that the Joint Committee on the 

Financial Management of Parliament would be meeting at 13:00 that afternoon in order to 

elect co-chairpersons, and requested parties to send their representatives to the meeting. 

He added that notices for the meeting of the Joint Task Team on Public Participation Model 
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of Parliament had been distributed as the matter needed to be concluded and referred to 

the Joint Rules Committee. 

 

Mr Xaso indicated that the adoption of the new NA Rules could be finalised in the last week 

of the Term and that a meeting of the NA Rules Committee was proposed for the following 

week to consider the draft rules. The Chief Whip of the Opposition urged that the process 

should not be rushed through as the subcommittee should also consider the implications of 

the recent Constitutional Court judgments in order to avoid another review afterwards.  The 

Speaker advised that the report of the Subcommittee on NA Rules should provide guidance 

on what it had covered during the review process. 

 

Mr Xaso informed the meeting that the term of the Public Protector would expire in October 

2016 and therefore an ad hoc committee on the appointment of the new Public Protector 

would have to be established as soon as possible as the National Assembly would only sit 

again in August after the May adjournment. Ideally a resolution establishing such a 

committee would have to be adopted before the end of sittings in May for the ad hoc 

committee to meet during the recess, where necessary. 

 

10.       Closure 

The meeting adjourned at 08:45. 


