
 
 

 

 

   NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 

  

Chairperson:        Committee Secretary:  

Speaker        A Mbanga x 3218 

    DRAFT MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

    Thursday, 25 February 2016, E249 

Present: 

Mbete, B(Speaker) 

Bhengu, F Mente, NV 

Dlakude, DE (Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority  

 Party) 

Mulder, Dr CP 

Frolick, CT (House Chairperson) Singh, N 

Khubisa, Prof NM Sizani, PS (Chief Whip of the Majority Party) 

Koornhof, Dr GW  Steenhuisen, JH (Chief Whip of the Opposition) 

Matiase, NS Waters, M 

 

Staff in attendance: 

G Mgidlana (Secretary to Parliament), Adv ME Phindela (Deputy Secretary to Parliament), M 

Xaso (Secretary to the NA), N Bell (Constitutional and Legal Services) and S Tshabalala 

(Committees). 

 

1. Opening remarks 

The Speaker opened the meeting at 08:30. 

 
2. Apologies 

Apologies were tendered on behalf of Mr SL Tsenoli (Deputy Speaker), House 

Chairpersons Ms AT Didiza and Ms MG Boroto. 

 

3. Consideration of the agenda 

The agenda was adopted as proposed. 

 

4. Consideration of Minutes of 18 February 2016 

On the proposal of Mr Singh, seconded by the Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority 

Party, the minutes of 18 February were adopted. 
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5. Matters arising 

In response to Mr Singh’s query about inaccurate reports of attendance of members in 

parliamentary committees by certain NGOs, House Chairperson Mr Frolick reported 

that the matter was brought to the attention of the particular media house and the 

Parliamentary Monitoring Group whose records were used in the article. He added 

that he had also been given assurance by Mr Tshabalala, the Committee Section 

Manager, that official attendance records of members in committees were sent to 

parties on a regular basis. 

 
6.  Report by the Committee Section 

Mr Tshabalala presented a document on Bills and other matters before committees as 

follows: 

 

The Portfolio Committee on Rural Development and Land Reform intended to conduct 

public hearings on the Extension of Security of Tenure Amendment Bill in the Western 

Cape, Free State, Mpumalanga and KwaZulu-Natal. 

 

The resolution on the establishment of the Ad Hoc Joint Committee to nominate members 

of the Board of National Youth Development Agency had been passed by both Houses and 

parties had been requested to send names of members to serve on the ad hoc committee.  

The Speaker urged parties to submit names of their members immediately to enable the ad 

hoc joint committee to meet the reporting deadline of 15 March. 

 

7.   Report by Bills Office 

Mr Bell presented a report on bills before the National Assembly committees and reported 

that the Performing Animals Protection Bill which lapsed at the end of last year had been 

revived. He reminded the Committee that the Minister of Finance had introduced the 

Appropriation Bill, Revenue Laws Amendment Bill and the Division of Revenue during his 

Budget Speech. 

Mr Singh informed the meeting that the chairperson of the Portfolio Committee on Health, 

the Director-General of Health and himself, had met with the head of the Medicines Control 

Council and the parliamentary legal adviser the previous year on the processing of the 

Medical Innovation Bill, and that they were tasked to attend to certain matters before 

processing the Bill further. 

 

The Chief Whip of the Opposition indicated that he had written to the Speaker raising 

concerns about the compressed timeframes for the processing and consideration of the 
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Fiscal Framework and Revenue Proposals and Division of Revenue Bill.  He contended 

that there would be a potential violation of rules if those instruments were rushed through 

and were not properly considered by the two Houses. He said that happened the previous 

year and that Parliament needed to assert itself on the matter. The Speaker said that she 

only became aware of the correspondence earlier that morning and that she would respond 

to it and that other issues relating to committee schedules would be referred to House 

Chairperson Mr Frolick for consideration. 

 
9. Consideration of draft Parliamentary programme 

Mr Bhengu presented the parliamentary programme for the First Term and indicated 

that members’ statements, committee reports and the motion of no confidence in the 

President were scheduled for Tuesday, 1 March. 

 

Questions to the Deputy President and Cluster 4: Economics were scheduled for 

Wednesday, 3 March and legislation and committee reports scheduled for Thursday, 4 

March.  Mr Bhengu informed the Committee that the Minister of Environmental Affairs 

would not be available to answer questions on Wednesday, 2 March as she would be 

attending the Wildlife Conference in The Hague. 

 

Mr Bhengu informed the meeting that the Parliamentary Group on International Relations 

was scheduled to meet on 10 March at 12h30 – 13h45.  Mr Xaso informed the meeting that 

a Joint Programme Committee meeting had been provisionally scheduled for Thursday, 3 

March, immediately after the Programme Committee meeting.  

 

Mr Bhengu indicated that he would meet with the House Chairperson Mr Frolick and the 

National Council of Provinces to work on the consolidated programme that would outline 

the budget processes, and would update the Committee on the matter at the following 

meeting. 

 

The Speaker indicated that she had received a request from Dr Mulder for a snap 

debate on racial tension and conflict in South Africa, including at university campuses 

and indicated that she was inclined to accede to the debate and was consulting with 

the relevant Ministers before scheduling it.   

 

The Chief Whip of the Opposition indicated that he had written to the Speaker seeking legal 

opinion on participation of members of Cabinet in the motion of no confidence in the 

President.  He said he was of the opinion that their participation would be a conflict of 

interest and requested that the matter be clarified before the end of the week. 
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10. Announcements 

There were no announcements. 

 
11. Closure 

The meeting adjourned at 08:48. 


