
 

   

 

 

   NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 

  

Chairperson:        Committee Secretary:  

Speaker        A Mbanga x 3218 

 

    DRAFT MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS  

    Thursday, 26 February 2015, E249 

Present: 

B Mbete (Speaker) 

Tsenoli, S L (Deputy Speaker) 

Bhengu, F   Singh, N 

Boroto, M G (House Chairperson)   Sizani, P S (Chief Whip of the Majority Party) 

Dlakude, D E (Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority 

Party) 

  Steenhuisen, J H (Chief Whip of the 

  Opposition) 

Koornhof, Dr G W (Parliamentary Counsellor to   

Deputy President) 

  Waters, M 

 

Mncwabe, S C    

 

Staff in attendance: 

B Tyawa (Deputy Secretary to Parliament), M Xaso (NA Table), T Mbata (Constitutional and 

Legal Services Office) and S Tshabalala (Committees). 

 

1. Opening  

The Speaker opened the meeting at 08:34. 

 
2. Apologies  

Apologies were received from House Chairpersons Ms A T Didiza and Mr C T Frolick, 

Prof N M Khubisa and Dr C P Mulder.   

 
3. Consideration of the agenda  

The proposed agenda for the Programme Committee was adopted. 

 
4. Consideration of Minutes of 19 February 2014 

On the proposal of Mr Singh, seconded by the Chief Whip of the Opposition, the 

minutes of 19 February were adopted. 
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5. Matters arising 

Mr Singh asked whether the request that the President should also take supplementary 

questions to questions that were not answered on 21 August the previous year, had been 

considered by the Presidency. Mr Waters also asked when the meeting of the Joint 

Programme Committee would be scheduled in order to finalise the Second, Third and 

Fourth Terms. The Speaker replied that the matter of additional time for questions on 11 

March had not succeeded.  However, the request for an additional question day was being 

considered. She said that the Presidency had also been requested to provide dates for 

questions slots for the remainder of the year.  It was important for the entire parliamentary 

framework to be finalised. The meeting of the Joint Programme Committee would be 

scheduled once the new draft parliamentary framework was available, and that would be 

done in consultations with the National Council of Provinces.   

 

The Chief Whip of the Opposition asked whether the President would be answering the 

outstanding or new questions on 11 March and appealed that other dates be made 

available before that day to avoid any situation that could arise as a result of lack of clarity 

on the matter. Mr Singh suggested that the questions which were not answered on 21 

August could be considered first and the three new questions last. Mr Waters reminded the 

Committee that the President had two outstanding question sessions in 2014 as prescribed 

by the rules. The Chief Whip of the Majority Party proposed that the issue of additional 

question sessions be considered once the framework was finalised and that the Speaker 

should be allowed to liaise with the Presidency on the matter. He appealed to the 

Committee members to find one another and work together.  The Deputy Speaker advised 

that, technically, the business of the previous year had lapsed, however all the matters that 

had been raised would be considered when the framework was drafted. 

 
In response to Mr Singh’s enquiry whether there was feedback on the motion of no 

confidence in the President, Mr Xaso said that Agang had approached the Western Cape 

High Court to interdict Parliament from debating the motion.  He advised that the motion 

should remain scheduled until the court case was over. The Chief Whip of the Opposition 

indicated that Agang could have withdrawn the motion in order to allow another motion to 

be scheduled for that day, and proposed that the matter be resolved politically. The Deputy 

Speaker said that there was capacity in Parliament to address such matters and that he 

hoped that the matter would be resolved soon.    
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6.  Report by the Committee Section 

Mr Tshabalala presented a document on Bills before NA committees and other 

matters before committees. He reported that the Portfolio Committee on Justice and 

Correctional Services had written to the Speaker requesting that the Constitutional 

Court be approached to request the extension of the deadline by which the Criminal 

Law (Sexual Offences and Related Matters) Amendment Act Bill  had to be passed. 

The Speaker had advised that the committee should table a progress report on the bill 

and the resolution of the House would be communicated to the Constitutional court. 

The Portfolio Committee on Justice and Correctional Services also intended to finalise 

the Draft Notices and schedule determining the rate at which salaries, allowances and 

benefits are payable to magistrates, Constitutional Court judges and judges annually, 

on 2 March. 

 
Mr Tshabalala also reported that the Standing Committee on Finance had finalised the 

Auditing Profession Amendment Bill and the PC on Home Affairs had recommended a 

candidate for the filling of a vacancy in the Electoral Commission. 

 
The Chief Whip of the Opposition asked whether the nuclear treaty that had been 

signed with Russia would come to Parliament for ratification. Mr Tshabalala replied 

that the matter had not yet been referred to Parliament and he proposed that the 

Office of Leader of Government Business be approached to clarify the position. Mr 

Singh proposed that it would assist stakeholders if dates for consideration of the 

Medical Innovation Bill were confirmed. 

 
The Chief Whip of the Majority Party informed the Committee that the Unemployment 

Insurance Amendment Bill, which had lapsed in the previous year, should be 

resubmitted for tagging and Parliament should process it urgently.  

 
7.   Report by Bills Office  

Ms Mbata reported that the Appropriation Bill and Division of Revenue Amendment Bill had 

been recently introduced and referred to the Standing Committee on Appropriations. The 

Defence Laws Repeal and Amendment Bill and Remote Gambling Bill - a private members’ 

bill - had also been recently introduced. 

 
8. Consideration of draft Parliamentary programme  

Mr Bhengu presented the First Term programme and highlighted the following: 

 
In the event that that the motion of no confidence in the President was not scheduled for 3 

March, a DA’s motion would be scheduled for that day and parties would be informed 

accordingly by end of business on Friday, 27 February. Questions to the Deputy President 

and Cluster 1: Peace and Security were scheduled for Wednesday, 4 March.  The theme 
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for the debate on International Women’s Day, which was scheduled for 5 March, would be 

‘Women’s rights are human rights: Together moving a non-violent South Africa forward’.  

The report on the filling of a vacancy in the Electoral Commission would be considered that 

day and a majority of the members would be required to vote in favour of the 

recommendation.  

 
It was agreed that members’ training, initially scheduled for 3 March would be rescheduled 

for the first week of the Second Term during. It was proposed that there should be no other 

business scheduled for that day so that members would be able to attend the training. 

House Chairperson Ms Boroto indicated that ideally there should be no other business that 

week as there were also requests for the training of members serving on the Parliamentary 

Group on International Relations. 

 
In preparation for the forthcoming IPU sessions, Mr Waters proposed that an Inter-

Parliamentary Union debate be scheduled during the First Term. In response, House 

Chairperson Ms Boroto indicated that further details would be made available on roundtable 

discussions for all delegates. The Chief Whip of the Majority suggested that such debates 

could also be held in mini sittings.  

 

Mr Bhengu informed the Committee that the Chief Whips’ Forum had agreed to the 

reduction of time allocated for condolence motions, however the agreement would only be 

implemented in the future and would not apply to the two condolence motions scheduled for 

that afternoon. 

 
Mr Singh said that if the sequence for members’ motions was followed strictly on an annual 

basis only, small parties could be disadvantaged by not being able to field a motion as they 

were grouped in three. It was agreed that the matter would be further considered by the 

Chief Whips’ Forum. 

   
9. Announcements 

The Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority Party informed the meeting that a memorial 

service for Messrs N L Diale, H F Nkoana and Ms Y R Botha was scheduled for 11:00 

that morning in the Old Assembly Chamber. 

 
The Speaker announced that on Tuesday, 3 March at 18:00, there would be a special 

screening of ‘One Humanity’, a film sponsored by the Department of Arts and Culture.  

 

10.  Closure  

The meeting adjourned at 09:10. 

 
 


