
 

   

 

 

   NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 

  

Chairperson:        Committee Secretary:  

Speaker        A Mbanga x 3218 

 

    DRAFT MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS  

    Thursday, 19 February 2015, E249 

Present: 

B Mbete (Speaker) 

Bhengu, F  Koornhof, Dr G W (Parliamentary Counsellor to   

 the Deputy President)  

Boroto, M G (House Chairperson)   Maxon, H O 

Didiza, A T (House Chairperson)   Singh, N 

Dlakude, D E (Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority 

Party) 

  Steenhuisen, J H (Chief Whip of the 

  Opposition) 

Frolick, C T (House Chairperson)   Tsenoli, S L (Deputy Speaker) 

Khubisa, Prof N M   Waters, M 

 

Staff in attendance: 

B Tyawa (Deputy Secretary to Parliament), M Xaso (NA Table), T Mbata (Constitutional and 

Legal Services Office) and S Tshabalala (Committees). 

 

1. Opening  

The Speaker opened the meeting at 08:34. 

 

2. Apologies  

An apology was received from Dr C P Mulder.   

 

3. Consideration of the agenda  

The proposed agenda for the meeting was adopted. 

 

4. Consideration of Minutes of 29 January 2014 

On the proposal of Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority Party, seconded by Mr Singh, 

the minutes of 29 January were adopted. 
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5. Matters arising 

With regard to questions to the President, the Chief Whip of the Opposition enquired 

whether there was feedback on the nature of the question session of 11 March and whether 

other dates for the President to answer oral questions in the Assembly were available. The 

Speaker reminded the Committee that the NA and the NCOP were still consulting on the 

parliamentary programme framework for the second, third and fourth terms and a report on 

the matter would be made available before the end of March. She added that the President 

had submitted written replies to the questions that were not answered on 21 August and 

that an extended question session on 11 March for supplementary questions could be 

considered.  

 

Mr Singh said that the IFP had received the written reply to its question; however members 

would lose the opportunity to ask supplementary questions. Mr Waters added that if there 

was no opportunity for follow-up questions, members would be disempowered and asked 

whether the NCOP input to the programme framework was necessary when the three terms 

had already been reflected in the programme. He said that the President did not answer 

questions for two terms the previous year and therefore extra sessions needed to be 

scheduled and that would mean effectively six dates were required for the President to 

answer questions in 2015. 

 

Mr Xaso reminded the Committee that the Joint Programme Committee had only agreed to 

the First Term and therefore the Second, Third and Fourth terms were provisional and 

should still be approved. The Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority Party explained that 2014 

was a congested year due to elections and the Assembly had to process the Budget within 

the times prescribed by law. The President could not have been expected to appear before 

the Assembly in the first two terms the previous year and therefore he did not evade any 

question session, and she urged the Committee to discuss the issue of supplementary 

questions further. The Chief Whip of the Opposition also raised a concern that the written 

replies would take away an opportunity for supplementary questions and that would 

diminish the role of members in exercising oversight. He said that a request for an 

extended question slot was reasonable and if left unattended, it could be an open sore in 

the institution and could have a negative effect in that it would impact other sittings.   

 

Professor Khubisa said that if the President would answer Questions more than once per 

term, parties would be comfortable with that arrangement and an undertaking to that effect 

needed to be made before 11 March. It was agreed that the matter would be pursued 

further. 
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6.  Report by the Committee Section 

Mr Tshabalala presented a document on Bills before NA committees and other 

matters before committees. He reported that the Standing Committee on Finance 

intended to finalise the Auditing Professions Amendment Bill on 24 February and the 

Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Amendment Bill, which had been 

returned to Parliament for consideration of the President’s reservations, would be 

further considered by the relevant committee on 25 February. 

 

Mr Tshabalala also reported that the Portfolio Committee on Communications intended to 

finalise the filling of vacancies to the boards of the Media Development and Diversity 

Agency, South African Broadcasting Corporation and the Independent Communications 

Authority of South Africa in April. 

 

7.   Report by Bills Office  

Ms Mbata presented a report on the bills before the National Assembly committee and 

reported that the Agrement South Africa Bill and Expropriation Bill had recently been 

introduced and referred to the Portfolio Committee on Public Works. In addition, the Labour 

Relations Amendment Bill and Children’s Amendment Bill, which were private members’ 

bills, had also been introduced. 

 

8. Consideration of draft Parliamentary programme  

Mr Bhengu presented the First Term programme and highlighted the following: 

 

The condolence motion for Mr N L Diale, Members’ statements and committee reports 

were scheduled for Tuesday, 24 February and the Budget Speech was scheduled for 

Wednesday, 25 February.  Condolence motions for Ms Y R Botha and Mr H F Nkoana, 

members’ statements and committee reports were scheduled for Thursday, 26 

February. The Auditing Profession Amendment Bill was provisionally scheduled for 17 

March. 

 

Mr Bhengu informed the meeting that the motion of no confidence in the President in the 

name of Mr M A Plouamma would be scheduled after the outcome of the court case 

between Agang and Parliament. Mr Singh indicated that as a result of the rescheduling of 

the motion, there would be an opportunity for another motion on 24 February. He enquired 

when the court case would be finalised and said that the Programme Committee could not 

be held to ransom by processes happening outside the Assembly and suggested that the 

motion be rescheduled for 3 March. It was indicated that Mr Plouamma could withdraw his 

motion in the meantime. Mr Waters added that in terms of the NA Rules, a motion of no 

confidence should be scheduled within a reasonable period. The Speaker reminded the 
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Committee that it had previously scheduled the motion. It was agreed that the motion would 

be provisionally scheduled for 3 March and another member’s motion for 24 February.   

 

In response to House Chairperson Mr Frolick’s enquiry on whether there were any motions 

available for scheduling, Mr Xaso replied that new motions would have to be submitted in 

writing as there had been no Assembly sittings for members to give notices of motions. It 

was further agreed that a topic for debate would be distributed that afternoon. 

 

Mr Bhengu said that the Committee had previously proposed Tuesday, 5 March for a 

debate on International Women’s Day and in addition the Minister of Women in the 

Presidency had written to the Speaker requesting the debate on that day. In response to Mr 

Waters’ concerns on debating international activities like the International Women’s Day in 

addition to debate that normally takes place in August, the Deputy Chief Whip of the 

Majority Party replied that the debate on International Women’s Day had always been 

debated and South Africa played an important role in the global stage. She also reminded 

the Committee that the motion of no confidence had previously been scheduled for 24 

February. 

 

Mr Waters also indicated that the Chief Whip of the Opposition had requested an urgent 

debate on the issue of signal jamming in the House to be scheduled as a matter of national 

importance. Mr Xaso confirmed that the letter had been received by the Office of the 

Speaker and she was considering it, however the matter was before the courts and 

interactions were taking place with legal services on the matter.   

 

The Speaker urged the programming Whips to finalise its work on the parliamentary 

programme framework and report as soon as it was possible. 

 

9. Announcements 

There were no announcements. 

 

10.  Closure  

The meeting adjourned at 09:15. 

 
 

 


