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Chairperson:        Committee Secretary:  

Speaker        A Mbanga x 3218 

 

    DRAFT MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS  

    Thursday, 6 August 2015, E249 

Present: 

B Mbete (Speaker) 

Dlakude, DE (Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority 

Party) 

  Singh, N 

Frolick, CT (House Chairperson)   Sizani, PS (Chief Whip of the Majority Party) 

Khubisa, Prof NM   Steenhuisen, JH (Chief Whip of the 

  Opposition) 

Koornhof, G W (Parliamentary Counsellor to the 

Deputy President) 

  Tsenoli, SL (Deputy Speaker) 

 

Ndlozi, MQ   Waters, M   

 

Staff in attendance: 

M Xaso (NA Table), N Bell, Adv C van der Merwe (Constitutional and Legal Services) and G 

Abdullatief (Committees). 

 

1. Opening remarks 

The Speaker opened the meeting at 08:34.  

 
2. Apologies  

Apologies were tendered on behalf of House Chairpersons Ms A T Didiza and MG 

Boroto, Mr F Bhengu and Dr C P Mulder.   

 

3. Consideration of the agenda  

The proposed agenda for the meeting was adopted.  
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4. Consideration of Minutes of 30 July 2015 

On the proposal of Mr Singh seconded by Prof Khubisa, the minutes of 30 July were 

adopted with the following correction: 

 On page 3 that the words riot act are indicated in parenthesis. 

 
5. Matters arising 

Mr Ndlozi indicated that the EFF had received a response from the Speaker on the request 

to schedule the debate on the Farlam Commission report. It was AGREED that the matter 

would be discussed under the Parliamentary Programme item. 

 
6.  Report by the Committee Section 

Ms Abdullatief presented a document on Bills and other matters before committees. She 

reported that the Medicines and Related Substances Amendment Bill and the Refugees 

Amendment Bill had been finalised by the respective Committees. 

  

The Ad Hoc Joint Committee to Inquire into the Incidence of Violence against Foreign 

Nationals would visit certain areas in the Western Cape on 4 August. The Ad hoc 

committee had adopted an interim report in which it requested the extension of its deadline 

to 30 September. The Ad Hoc Committee on the Report by the Minister of Police regarding 

the Recommendations of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Security Upgrades at the Nkandla 

Residence of the President was briefed by the Ministers of Police and Public Works the 

previous week on Wednesday, 29 July.  The Ad Hoc Committee intended to finalise its 

report that afternoon.   

 
7.   Report by Bills Office  

Mr Bell presented a report on bills before the National Assembly committees and indicated 

that his report was in line with the report of the Committee Section. Mr Bell also indicated 

that the Bills Office was in consultation with the Office of Leader of Government Business, 

Legal Services and Committee Section in respect of legislation to be prioritised.   

 
8.   Report on Constitutional Court Deadlines for Legislation 

Adv Van der Merwe presented a report on legislation which has constitutional court 

deadlines as follows: 

 

She said that the Constitutional Court had granted Parliament a provisional deadline 

of 28 August 2015 to pass the Performing Animals Protection Amendment Bill. The 

Department of Agriculture would request further extension. 

 

The Portfolio Committee on Home Affairs’ request for permission to introduce the 

Refugees Amendment Bill was granted by the Assembly on 4 June 2015 and the Bill 
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was introduced on 4 August 2015. The advice that the bill should be tagged as section 

75 legislation had been submitted to the Joint Tagging Mechanism.  

 

The Portfolio Committee on Human Settlements intends to introduce the Estate 

Agency Affairs Act. The Financial Intelligence Centre Act would be introduced by 

National Treasury in September 2015. The National Treasury had also indicated that it 

would request for the extension of the deadline, if necessary. 

  

The Office of the Chairperson of the Portfolio Committee on Justice and Correctional 

Services had been informed of the judgment on certain sections of the Criminal 

Procedure Act. An amendment to the Bill had not yet been introduced.  

 
9.        Consideration of draft Parliamentary programme  

The Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority Party presented the Third Term programme 

and reminded the Committee that Questions to the President were scheduled for that 

afternoon. 

 

The Joint Sitting on National Women’s Day was scheduled for Tuesday, 11 August and the 

theme for the debate would be distributed later that morning after consultations with the 

National Council of Provinces. Questions to the Deputy President and Cluster 1: Peace and 

Security were scheduled for Wednesday, 12 November.   

 

The Deputy Minister of Defence and Military Veterans, the Minister of Home Affairs, 

the Deputy Minister of International Relations and Cooperation, the Minister of Justice 

and Correctional Services, the Minister of Police and the Minister of State Security 

would be available to answer questions for the Peace and Security cluster.  

 

She indicated that the snap debate on the Farlam Commission report on the Marikana 

incident would be scheduled for Thursday, 13 August.  Members’ statements, Second 

Reading debate on Refugees Amendment Bill and committee reports were also 

scheduled for that day. The Second Reading debate on Medicines and Related 

Substances Amendment Bill was also provisionally scheduled for that day, pending 

consultations with the Portfolio Committee on Health.   

 
Mr Waters asked whether the draft resolution on the motion in terms of section 89 of the 

Constitution would be scheduled within a reasonable time in terms of the Constitutional 

Court judgement and the NA rules. Mr Xaso indicated that the NA Table had received 

information from Legal Services unit that the court order on the Al Bashir matter had been 

appealed. Adv Van der Merwe indicated that Legal Services would request the appeal 
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papers lodged with the court in order to ascertain the exact question that was appealed. 

She said the debate could be about the same question that would be decided by the court 

and it was therefore advisable to allow the court to finalise the matter first. The Chief Whip 

of the Opposition said that notwithstanding the appeal before the court, there was a court 

order that was not adhered to and that there was an Executive decision made to ignore that 

court order. He said that he believed that the debate should be scheduled. 

 

The Chief Whip of the Opposition indicated that he had written to the Speaker regarding the 

employment and training of the Parliamentary Protection Service personnel. He asked 

whether the Speaker was in a position to shed light on those issues ahead of the sitting that 

afternoon as there was tension prevailing prior to the sitting and that he foresaw potential 

problems during the Questions to the President. The Chief Whip of the Majority Party said 

that the matter did not belong to the Programme Committee as the Chief Whip of the 

Opposition had written to the Speaker about it. Mr Ndlozi said that he did not understand 

what the DA wanted as they participated in the formulation of the rules and therefore the 

kind of personnel to be deployed should not be an issue as they would be employed 

specifically for removing Members of Parliament from the House. He added that the DA 

should not pretend that they were not in favour of the forceful removal of members and said 

that the rules would put to the test that afternoon.  

 

The Speaker indicated that she had written to leaders of political parties regarding details of 

the appointment of Parliamentary Protection Services staff and read out excerpts of the 

correspondence to the parties. 

 
10. Announcements 

There were no announcements. 
 

11.  Closure  

The meeting adjourned at 08:58. 


